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We extend the warmest welcome to all worshipping with us today.
Whether this is your first time worshipping with us, you haven’t been
in a while, or you are here regularly; we are so glad you are here! If
this is your first time with us, we ask that you sign our Friendship
Book, so that we might pray with/for you, get to know you better, and
check-in with you from time to time.

Holy Communion is open to all. In this church, we preach, teach, and
confess that this is the table of Jesus, and it is Jesus who invites you to
His table. You need not be a member of this church, or any other
church; anyone who desires a deeper walk with Christ is invited. The
ushers will direct you to proceed up the center aisle. You are invited to
take an empty, individual cup from the silver tray near the baptismal
font, and red wine, the blood of Christ, will be poured for you at the
altar rail. You will also find red grape juice, the blood of Christ, in
sealed individual cups in that same tray. As you come to the altar rail,
you may stand or kneel as you are able, and the minister will place
bread, the body of Christ, in your hand. If you are in need of a gluten
free host, please let the minister know. If you prefer not to receive the
Communion elements, Jesus still invites you into His Holy Communion;
at the altar rail you may fold your arms, and the minister will pray
with and bless you.




WELCOMING MUSIC
ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please rise, in body or spirit.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, the Father, the * Son, and the Holy
Spirit, one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.

C: Amen.

P: As we begin the season of Lent, we are invited by God to examine
our own spirits. To nurture what is growing and tend to what needs
pruning; not for our own sake, but for the sake of serving the most
vulnerable among us. Let us come to God with all we have, offering it
to the One who's grace has no limit; to the One who’s love has no
boundaries. (We pause for reflection).

P: Gracious God,

C: Have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

C: Have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

C: Have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

C: Have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,

C: Have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of
your healing and hope in the world:

Gracious God,

C: Have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:

Gracious God,



C: Have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the
righteousness of Christ.

P: In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of
the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s
love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross — ELW (Red) —
335, vers. 1, 3, & 4.

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



KYRIE: Our Cantor will sing the verse twice, then the congregation will join
for the third and final time.
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Christ, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy on us.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism
you bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith
in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the
world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a
! The LorD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that | will show you. 2| will make
of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great,
so that you will be a blessing. 3| will bless those who bless you, and
the one who curses you | will curse, and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”

4350 Abram went, as the LorD had told him, and Lot went with him.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 121
11 1ift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the Lorp, the maker of heaven and earth.

3The LorD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who
watches over you fall asleep.

4Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;

>the LorD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right
hand;

®the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

"The Lorp will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.

8 The Lorp will watch over your going out and your coming in,

from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor
according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the
scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” * Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a
gift but as something due. °> But to one who does not work but trusts
him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as
righteousness.

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. 4 For if it is the adherents of the law who are
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. *° For the law
brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.

6 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it
may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it
is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead
and calls into existence the things that do not exist.



L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please rise, in body or spirit.
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GOSPEL: John 3:1-17

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord

I Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.
2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs
that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him,
“Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without
being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone
be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of
water and Spirit. ® What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born
of the Spirit is spirit. “ Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You
must be born from above.” 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and
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you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
°Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 1°Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

11 “yery truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to
what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. *2If | have
told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if | tell you about heavenly things? 3> No one has ascended
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. 1% And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, > that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal
life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn
the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

After the sermon, please rise, in body or spirit, as we lift our hearts and voices together in
song.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Lift High the Cross - LBW (Green) -377, vers. 1, 4,
& 5.



WITNESS

Lift High the Cross 377
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5 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED

A: Lets us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed,

C: We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy



catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us
pray for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

A: Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith
through the work of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the
ages (like George Herbert whom the church remembers today), give
your church the means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

A: Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind
and the water declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect
conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in service to creation.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all
leaders to seek the flourishing of every person and lend your help to
all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word
of acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low
by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with illness or
loss (especially). Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless
newcomers and new members in this assembly (especially) and
accompany those who have recently left this community to journey
elsewhere (especially). Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life
and in death. Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your
promise which saves this whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.



A: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation.
C: Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: And also, with you.
P: Let us share a sign of peace with one another.

OFFERING

Here at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, there are many ways you are able to give. Our ushers will
pass around an offering plate, in which you can place your weekly offering. If you are
attending worship online or you simply wish to give online, you may do so by visiting our
website, hslceldersburgmd.org/give. We give thanks to God for the ways you continually
offer your time, talent, and treasure for the sake of God and neighbor in Eldersburg.

Please rise, in body or spirit.

OFFERTORY HYMN

C: We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You:
We are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands. Lord
use our lives, they are Yours. We are an offering; we are an offering.

OFFERING PRAYER

P. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces
all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and
bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us
into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his
saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. C: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LA 0 A 0

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all
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nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to
age.

P: Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
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P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.

C: Amen, come Holy Spirit.

P: All blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ
Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.

C: Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer our
Lord Jesus taught us, in the language of our hearts:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Jesus invites you. Jesus welcomes you. All are invited. All are

welcome. Come taste and see that the Lord is good! C: Amen.
Please be seated.
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COMMUNION HYMN
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. After all have communed, please
rise, in body or spirit.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless and keep us
in God’s grace, from now, and until life everlasting, C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A: Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal
that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for
the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

BLESSING

P: You are exactly who God created you to be. Created in Christ Jesus
for good works. Created and called holy. Created and called beloved.
Now go forth into the world in peace and be of good courage. Hold fast
to that which is good. Render to no one an evil thing for an evil thing.
Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the afflicted.
Show Christ’s love to everyone. Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in
the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing of almighty God, the
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Father, the +Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with
you now and forever. C: Amen

SENDING HYMN: When | Survey the Wondrous Cross — LBW (Green)
482, vers. 1, 2, & 4.

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807

DISMISSAL

A: Goin peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

A: Our purpose is to love God,

C: And bring people into a growing relationship with Jesus and his
church.

We all serve as ministers in the mission of the church.” twom

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23995.New Revised Standard Version
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH:
Sunday (03/01) 9:30am — Sunday School

11:00am — Worship w/Holy Communion
Wednesday (03-04) 6:00pm - Soup and Bread Supper, with mini service
(SOTG)
Thursday (03/05) 6:00pm — Snacks and Scripture (HSLC)

Please contact Pastor Tom via call/text at 443-841-9634, or by email at
HSLC.pastor@comcast.net if you would like to meet, have any questions, or
for any pastoral emergencies. Volunteers

THIS WEEK (03-01- | NEXT WEEK (03-

2026) 08-2026)
Greeters Kim N. TBD
Ushers Luke F. Dave L.

Henry K. Lily K.
Acolyte Maryann F. Emese P.
Assisting Minister | Megan F. Krissy K.
Communion John F. Krissy K.
Assistant
Lector Lisa H. Claire P.
Altar Care Krissy K. Lorraine M.
Fellowship/Coffee | Kallemyn Larson
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