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“We believe God is calling us to 

invite people into a deeper rela-

tionship with Christ, that they may 

discover true peace and be pre-

pared to follow Him in compassion-

ate service.” 

Shalom Now! 

As winter begins its long and tempestuous retreat, we come to another oft 
overlooked feast of the church: the Annunciation of Our Lord. This feast, 
celebrated nine months before Christmas Day on March 25, heralds the end 
of humanity’s long, dark winter of sin and the promise of spring in Jesus 
Christ. 

The promise was first0 made to the people of Israel during varying crises and disasters. One 
of the appointed readings for the Annunciation, Isaiah 7:10-14, is set in the context of such a 
crisis. Upon learning of a foreign invasion by two rival powers, we are told that King Ahaz of 
Judah and the royal court “shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind” (7:2). In 
response, God sends Isaiah to Ahaz with a word of hope. But Ahaz will not receive that 
hope, refusing God’s prompt through Isaiah to ask for a sign. In his fear, Ahaz is unfaithful 
to his God and to the people he has been called to serve. 
 

But God is undeterred. “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel” (7:13-14). To Ahaz 
and Isaiah, this wasn’t a promise that would be fulfilled in seven hundred years, but within 
two. Isaiah is pointing to a young woman of the royal court who was or would soon be 
pregnant. Within the two years it would take for the child to “refuse evil and choose the 
good”, the threat to Jerusalem would be neutralized.  
 

In Mary’s time, this prophecy took on renewed meaning. Mary, remember, was a nobody to 
everyone except God and maybe her family. She was a Galilean Jew, perhaps as young as 
twelve, who lived in a no-account village in a no-account province of the Roman Empire, 
betrothed to Joseph. Love had little to do with marriage in those days. Instead, marriage 
was for bearing children and bequeathing property. Mary, like most Jewish women, had 
very little say in their day-to-day lives. 
 

But God gives her power that the world does not. God invites Mary into partnership for the 
mission of redeeming creation, which fits the pattern for God’s activity in the world. This in 
itself is nothing new. From Noah onward, God has enlisted human partners in his work. 
What make Mary different is the kind of invitation. Mary is invited (not “voluntold”) to give 
birth to God’s Son, not just during the disaster of Roman rule, but in the middle of our age-
spanning human disaster. Where the first Immanuel heralded the end of a temporary 
foreign threat, the second and final Immanuel heralds the end of all threats to the 
flourishing of humanity and God’s creation. He will bring in God’s shalom for all. 
 

This shows not just Mary’s faithfulness, but God’s total faithfulness. Where we are 
unfaithful like Ahaz, God is faithful to us. Mary serves as a model for our own faithfulness. 
How might we renew our yes to God’s invitation in our lives? 
 

Love to you all, 
 

Pastor David 
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Shalom Ringers 
This year has already shaped up to be a wonderful year for ringing. I am very proud of 
our bell choir, the Shalom Ringers, and all they have accomplished. We’ve welcomed a 
couple of new ringers this year and have expanded our musical toolbox by learning new 
techniques such as swings, martellatos, plucks, and gyros. There has been tremendous 
growth and learning within this group, along with a great deal of joy. 
In the coming months, we have several pieces scheduled. Most notably, we will be 
collaborating with Kris Wilson on piano for an Easter morning prelude that is shaping 
up to be very beautiful. 
We also have more bells! If you have ever been interested in ringing, now is a 
wonderful time to join. The more ringers we have, the more possibilities open up for 
what we can explore and learn in the world of handbells. If you have questions or are 
interested in joining, please reach out to Sam Meehan at music@shalomlutheran.org. 
Shalom Singers 
Our church choir has been enjoying a wonderful year of singing together. In addition to 
presenting special music, we help lead worship on Sundays when we share an anthem. 
As we like to say, we are small but mighty! That said, we always welcome new 
members. We have many empty choir chairs waiting to be filled. The more voices we 
add, the more confidence we gain—and that confidence helps create even more 
beautiful music. 
During Lent and Easter, we are preparing a cantata titled The Cross by Robert Lau. 
Portions of this work will be shared as anthems leading up to Easter. Then, on April 12 
(the week after Easter), we will host a special program featuring community members 
performing solos, duets, and small ensembles, followed by a full performance of the 
cantata. This event will feature the Shalom Singers and invite participation from the 
broader Alexandria community. 
This is a great opportunity for anyone interested in singing with a choir for a short 
season. Rehearsals are held Thursday evenings from 6:00–7:00 PM. 
There is strength in numbers, and we would love to have you join our singing 
community. If you are interested, please contact Sam Meehan at 
music@shalomlutheran.org. 
Youth Mission Trip 
Our youth are actively preparing for this summer’s mission trip. Fundraising has 
already begun, and additional opportunities will be announced in the coming weeks. 
This year, five students will travel to Niagara Falls for a week of service. With program 
costs, flights, vehicle rentals, and related expenses, our overall fundraising goal is 
approximately $9,000. Our hope is to raise enough funds to offset as much of the cost 
as possible for participating families. 
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of our youth. If you have 
questions or would like to learn more, please contact Sam Meehan at 
youth@shalomlutheran.org. We are excited for this meaningful opportunity and 
grateful for your encouragement. 
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SHALOM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES 
January 19th, 2026 

 
PRESENT:   Carol, Kersten, Grant, Corey, Ken and Pastor 
ABSENT:     Sherri 
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm  
 
Motion was made to approve agenda with additions of discussion on current events by Pastor.  Motion 
was seconded and carried. Motion was made to approve December minutes. Motion was seconded and 
carried. 
 
Devotion and Prayer by Pastor:  Offered on Paul’s Letter to the Romans, on building Christian community 
among a group of diverse people, but bound by faith. 
 
Reviewed reports by Pastor and Committees: 
**Pastor’s Report: Report included in packet. Pastor noted his planned time away in February, and 
plans for Lenten services and confirmation. Also updated on meeting with the Jeremiah 29 project and its 
focus on resilience. Also discussed with Council current events in Minnesota and received feedback from 
Council on his expectations and role in speaking to the situation with the congregation and community. 
** Staff: Report in packet.  Pastor noted good feedback on our Music/Youth Director’s work, outreach 
efforts.  
** Worship: Report in packet. Alter Guild concerns were communicated regarding the nativity setup and 
the need for the tall stands, suggesting different placement for next year. Ken gave an update on 
discussion at Worship Committee on the committee’s and staff’s role in music selection and other aspects 
of Worship, and also shared additional feedback from the Music/Youth Director. Emphasized the 
Worship Committee’s willingness to be a resource to utilize to assist with this planning. 
** Finance: Report in packet. Reported to be approximately $31,000 difference at end of year between 
budgeted and actual giving. Discussed potential reasons, and noted general giving trends being down at 
many organizations in 2025, not just Shalom. 
** Stewardship: No report this month. Did not meet.  
** Y/ED: Report in packet, which contained a mid-year review, and discussion on future confirmation 
classes and mentoring. No council action requested.  
**Outreach and Caring: Report in packet.  Noted committee activities. No council action requested.  
**God’s Work Our Hands: No report. Met last month to review groups supported. No council action 
needed.  
**Personnel: No report. Did not meet.   
** Property: Discussed urinal fixture repair in the “old” Men’s bathroom, was able to make repair with 
own labor and parts sourcing for much less than by outside quotes.  Also noted windows and other 
building repair requests should be expected as the building ages, and the need to solicit or budget for 
these in the future. 
**Tech: No report. Did note new office computer would be installed shortly when possible.   
** FM Radio: Report in packet.  Updated on status of financial efforts and need for a bit more funding to 
proceed, shared decline from Alex UMC for endowment funding, and would be communicating with 
Property in the future on building use if ministry project proceeds at Shalom. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: Noted Sherri Endreson as new member, and Council retreat scheduled for January 24th.  
 
A closing prayer was offered by Carol. 
Motion was made, seconded, and carried to adjourn at 6:52 pm.   
Respectfully submitted by Kersten Kappmeyer, Council Secretary Pro Tem 
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 Easter Flowers 

The Altar Guild will be accepting donations to the Flower Fund in 
honor of or in memory of loved ones 
March 1 – 29. 
Find donation envelopes on the tall 
counter in the narthex.  Complete the 
front of the envelope, enclose your 
monetary gift & 
put in Carol Hedlund’s mailbox.  The 
flowers will beautify the altar area for 
Easter Worship.  Anyone who donates may 
take a flower home after April 12th. 

Council Reports, we now have a copy of the latest church council meeting reports available in the 
church office. It includes all committee reports, approved minutes from the previous month and an 
agenda. Anyone may read them but we ask that they no be removed form the office. Also, if preferred 
a copy can be emailed to you by request. Council meets the third Monday of each month at 5:30 pm. 
You may also attend the meeting. When finished please return to the office.  

Thank you to my church 
family for the calls, texts, 
prayers and visits while I was 
in the hospital and at Bethany 
Rehab. Your love, kindness, 
and encouragement meant 
more than I can express and 
carried me through a difficult 
time. I am truly grateful. 
 
Joann Garland 
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Shalom Lutheran Financial Activity: 

Jan/26 
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Runestone Chorus: A New Musical Community in Alexandria 

This fall marks the exciting beginning of a new musical journey in the Al-
exandria area! A community choir—Runestone Chorus—has begun 
meeting at Shalom Lutheran Church, under the direction of Sam Meehan. 
Rehearsals are held every Tuesday evening at 6:30 PM. 

Open to all who love to sing, Runestone Chorus offers a welcoming space 
for anyone interested in making music together and connecting with oth-
ers through song. Whether you're an experienced vocalist or just someone 
who enjoys singing in the shower, this group is about community, creativ-
ity, and the joy of shared music-making. 

If you’d like to learn more, feel free to reach out to Sam Meehan via email 
at sam.meehan.sm@gmail.com, by phone at 4064809675 or better yet, 
come check out a rehearsal or two. You might just find your voice and 
your people! 
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BOOKWORM BUNCH 
 
“SO MANY BOOKS-SO LITTLE TIME”!! Enjoy read-
ing??? Great Discussions???. Come join us at one of our 
monthly gatherings. We meet the last Monday of each 
month (unless it is a holiday) at 1 pm at Shalom. If any 
questions, call Barb at 952-297-2541 or Joann at 320-219-0810. 

Adult Bible Study 

First, the good news:  God always speaks to us through the Bible.   
 

Second, the bad news:  we don’t listen or read the Bible as  often as we would 
like. 
 

Third, the good news: we can share God’s Word in inspiring  ways.   Come to 
our gatherings on Thursday mornings from 10-11:00 am.  

Following is the list of books selected for discussion. 
 
 

 

March 30       Wish you Well                                                      David Baldacci 

April 27          When The World Fell Silent                              Donna Jones Alward 
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LENTEN/EASTER SCHEDULE 
Mid-week Lenten services 
  (Feb. 25, Mar. 4, 11, 18 & 25)    Dinner served 5:15 – 6:30 p.m. 
          Drama series/worship  6:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Maundy Thursday  April 2, 2026    6:30 p.m.  (With communion and 
stripping of the altar.) 
Good Friday  April 3, 2026  6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Vigil  Saturday, April 4, 2026   6:00 –12:00 p.m.  (Everyone 
welcome.) 
Easter Sunday Worship  April 5, 2026  9:30 a.m.  

• Daylight Saving Time in 2026 will begin on Sunday, March 8, when clocks spring 
forward one hour. 

• The time change will end on Sunday, November 1, 2026, when clocks fall back one 
hour. 

• The purpose of  Daylight Saving Time is to provide more daylight hours, primarily 
to save energy. 

Lenten Offerings: 
Feb 25 Outreach Food Shelf 
Mar 4 Habitat for Humanity 
Mar 11 Love Inc 
Mar 18 ELCA World Hunger 
March 26 Luther Crest 
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Mar Shared  Ministry 

Training is available for serving.  Let the office 

know and arrangements will be made for a train-

ing session.  

If you are unable to be here for your Shared Minis-

try appointment, please try your best to find 

someone else to take your place.  Then, let the 

church Office know who will be here.   

Thank you to all who 

share their  time & tal-

ents to bring God’s 

word to our  Shalom 

family and friends. We 

are always looking for 

more people who 

would like to share in 

this   Ministry. 

Shared 
Ministry 3/1/2026 0:00 3/8/2026 0:00 3/15/2026 0:00 3/22/2026 0:00 3/29/2026 0:00 

Acolyte 

Andrew 
Kappmeyer Mara Malvin 

Caedyn 
Whipkey Olivia Flaten   

Assisting 
Minister 

Carol 
Hedlund Dave Burbank 

Sharon 
Hermanson Cami Pexsa Nola Smith 

Communion 
Assistants Dean Kliewer 

Cheryl 
Burbank Angie Erickson Grant Pexsa 

Judy 
Hoffman 

Communion 
Assistants 

Catherine 
Kliewer Dave Morgan 

Amber 
Whipkey 

Carol 
Hedlund 

Sue 
Engstrom 

Communion 
Bread/Month 

Chrissy 
Oachs Chrissy Oachs Chrissy Oachs 

Chrissy 
Oachs 

Chrissy 
Oachs 

Greeters 

Judy 
Radjenovich Linda Fenelon Barb Beyer 

Corey 
Drewes 

Pris 
Fieldhammer 

Greeters 

Carolyn 
Carlson 

Connie 
Facciotto Dave Beyer 

Tammy 
Drewes Carol Klein 

Kitchen 
Monitor/Month 

Judy 
Radjenovich 

Judy 
Radjenovich 

Judy 
Radjenovich 

Judy 
Radjenovich 

Judy 
Radjenovich 

Lector 

Ellen 
Kappmeyer Tam Bukowski 

Eunice 
Shelstad 

Brian 
Casavan 

Sarah 
Fleener 

Proclaim Slide 
Presenter CJ/Kim/Julie CJ/Kim/Julie CJ/Kim/Julie CJ/Kim/Julie CJ/Kim/Julie 

Usher Renae Hills Al Anderson Lona Neubarth 
Fritz 
Bukowski 

Dave 
Morgan 

Usher Rachel Buse Sue Engstrom 
Craig 
Neubarth Dave Malvin 

Dean 
Kliewer 

Counter 

Craig 
Neubarth Derek Navratil Derek Navratil 

Cheryl 
Burbank Vic Dale 

Counter Dean Kliewer Fritz Bukowski Al Anderson Renae Hills Charmaine 
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Mar Birthdays 

Your Shalom family rejoices with you as you celebrate the day God gave you life.  Birthday Blessings!  If we missed you birthday please let us 
know in the church office because we would like to include you in our thoughts and prayers on your birthday! 

Hospitality treats will be served in 

the Community Room between 

10:30 and 11:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

The schedule Mar is:  

If you are unable to make it, 
please call someone to replace 
you. Thank you  

03-01-26 03-08-26 03-15-26 

  
Courtney Bouressa 

Barb Wishard 

Randy & Leann Hoffbeck 

  
Renae Hills 

Ryan & Rachel Buse 

Tam & Fritz Bukowski 

  
The Freier/Malvin Family 

  

03-22-26 

  
Jenny Johnson 

Sherri Endreson 

Virginia Leutgers 

03-29-26 

  
Dave & Karen Morgan 

Charmaine Munt 
Derek & Isabelle Navratil 

  

03/01 Otterson Ron 

03/02 Linow Carsen 

03/02 Sukke Norm 

03/05 Granning Ty 

03/11 Muzik Mike 

03/13 Johnson Jenny 

03/14 Beyer Barb 

03/14 Martin Delores 

03/17 Fenelon Linda 

03/19 Nelson Faith 

03/19 Ritten Michelle 

03/19 Schlosser Amy 

03/21 Steussy Faith 

03/23 Neubarth Lona 

03/24 Johnson Trenton 

03/25 Preston Dennis 

03/26 Granning Avery 

03/26 Klein Carol 

03/27 Frey Joyce 

03/27 Hanish Jesse 

03/30 Medenwaldt Roy 
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Shalom Lutheran Church, ELCA 
681 Voyager Drive 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-762-8641 
office@shalomlutheran.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 

@shalomlutheranchurch 


