Bless This Mess Help Notes – Wk3

1. So often we get defensive when we discuss judging others – but have you ever said “I would never do that?” That is a judgement call. (Let’s transition to saying – “There go I but by the grace of God.”)
Our human nature is quick to point out the faults in others, but slow or reluctant to concede our own weaknesses or faults. (Think about the speck and log that Jesus spoke of. Matthew 7:1-5)  
Dropping the gavel, not judging others, and seeing that we all are susceptible to sin in some form, allows us to be more accepting, sympathetic and compassionate towards the person who is struggling. It opens a door for us to perhaps being instrumental in leading them back to the right path.
 
2. When I think about all God has done for me, how He accepted me, without first calling me to change – I am truly left in awe. He knew me – really knew me and wanted me anyway! His grace seems limitless. His acceptance of me and my realisation of all He has done for me in taking my sin, my punishment upon Himself, broke me. When we understand this, how can we possibly not extend the same grace, love and acceptance to those who are caught in sin, and yet to come to know Him fully?  

3. I am showing my age when I mention Chuck Gerard and his song Don’t shoot the wounded.” It is the first thing that came to mind when I heard Ps Inoke say this. Some of the lyrics are:
For it's the sick that need the doctor,
and it's the lame that need the crutch
It's the prodigal who needs the loving hand
For a man who's in despair, there should be
Kindness from his friends
'Lest he should forsake the fear of almighty God
And turn away from God and man
So many Churches are inward facing and design or programme all they do for those who attend. Our desire is to be outward facing, irresistible, so everyone, regardless of the ethnicity, social status, faith journey or whatever will feel safe and welcome. We want Catalyst to be a place where people can bring their problems without fear of rejection, and find peace, comfort, love, and ultimately a meaningful relationship with our heavenly Father.
It starts with the attitude of each and every person. Being welcoming to everyone who may walk in our doors. To be willing to reach out to people they may not normally interact with, and to seek ways to provide for the needs that some may have. 

4. We learn that God’s judgement is universal, everyone is accountable. He is impartial – showing no favouritism to anyone. It is based on the reality of our sins, those known and those that are secret, it is about obedience and not religious knowledge. It is deeper than we imagine – our secret sins and even our motives are judged. It is certain and final – Jesus Christ Himself will be our judge.
We foolishly compare ourselves to others, but being “better” than others in our own estimation will not help or save us. Being committed to Church or being “good” won’t save us. Our best hidden secrets will be exposed.
That is why each and every one of us need grace – and when we “get it” we should allow it to flow from us to others.
As God judges secrets, we should realise that outward behaviour is not what will be fully measured on judgement day. Hidden motives and private thoughts will be revealed. Think about that, the secret pride, envy, lust, resentment are all obvious to God. God judges by the truth – not how well we are doing compared to someone else. 
God is just. His standard is perfection. It must be met, but He knew we could never attain that – so without compromising who He is, He made a way for us to obtain all we needed through Jesus. 
This reality is why we can joyfully and gratefully accept that all of our sins are paid for, once and for all, on the cross by Jesus. There really is no condemnation for those who have accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour.  
 

5. Can you imagine what Church would be like if we knew the heartache and struggles of every person present? It could be messy – but we would be able to minister to the hurting so much easier – the best person to speak to someone going through divorce is someone who has been divorced. I couldn’t even begin to understand what it would be like to lose a child – but someone who has lost a child obviously does. 
When grace is the norm, there will be no judgement, no condemnation, no looking down at others at all. Wow! People would know they are 100% safe.
Repentance is already celebrated, but if people knew they would be celebrated for bringing their sin to the foot of the cross and seeking Jesus forgiveness I believe there would be greater sharing of our struggles, our addictions and so much more. People would know their confessions would be met with love and acceptance.
Imagine a place where we loved everyone, as we presently love those who are closest and dearest to us…


