James 1:19-21
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

Good morning, as the kids are making their way back to children’s church let me just make a comment about the kids in the church. I love having kids in the service. I believe that it is a healthy thing for a child to learn how to participate in the worship service. Everything from the standing and singing, holding the hymn book, learning how to read the words and see the notes on the music, to listening to the sermon and seeing parents and grandparents turn the pages of God’s word and writing notes is all part of the growing, learning, and discipling process of growing in faith. No where in the Bible do we see children being asked to step away for the teaching and reading of God’s word, in fact, Jesus has some pretty heavy words for the impeding of that. Now, don’t get me wrong, children’s church is good. It presents the gospel in a way that is understandable to children and is often necessary for the parents to also stay engaged in the service. But if new parents and kids desire to stay and listen to the sermon together, I’m all for it. 
	All right, go ahead and turn in your Bibles to James 1:19-21. To be honest, today’s passage is going to sting a little bit. It’s one of those sermons where if you can’t say Amen, then say ouch. Today’s passage is also bit if a transitional passage between the introductory statements in James’ previous passages which were meant to encourage the believer who was struggling with the chaos of life and the longer passages that we will be getting into over the next couple of weeks. But today’s passage is also like reading into someone’s mail. We get a glimpse of what life was like for new Jewish Christians and how there life changed after Jesus came on the scene and ushered in the New Covenant. It’s a glimpse into what their church culture was like. Because apparently they had some issues they had to work through. And that makes some sense. After all, sanctification is a process. Being a disciple of Christ requires a new way of thinking that was unusual for the Jewish community. And anytime you must change how you do something, or anytime someone tells you that we are no longer going to think or operate the way we use to, it can cause anxiety and anger in a person’s life. And that is what’s going on here in our passage of scripture this morning. So go ahead and stand with me as we read a passage of scripture for today. 

Read/ Pray James 1:19-21
	Let me tell you, the more I study the book of James, the more painful it can get. Because over the next couple of weeks what we are reading isn’t just applicable to Christians as individuals, but also the church as a whole. James understands this and he knows that he is going to be getting into some toe smashing topics because the very next thing he says after being encouraging to those that hurting emotionally is this “Alright family, now don’t get mad but…I’m about ready to give a couple of critiques.” And he does. When you read the rest of the book of James he starts talking about the people within the church who have faith but have done nothing with it. He’s is going to be getting into issues with the tongue and about neglecting the poor and showing favoritism to someone who walks in with nice clothing. Church, there is only one group of people that description fits and it isn’t the lost because lost people act like lost people. No, the group of people James is talking to is the brothers and sisters in Christ who have become so inwardly focused that they have lost sight of what’s truly important and that’s seeing the lost world come to faith in Christ. They have lost sight of the goal. 
	So, James has so stop and say, Alright Dearly beloved, we need to have a talk. 
	And topic number one is ya’lls issue with anger. 
	There was and still is a tradition within the Jewish culture a deep and abiding love for being right. And they are a pretty stubburn people group as well and currently within their system of beliefs there are four different branches of Judaism. There is the Orthodox Jews, Conservative Jews, Reformed Jews, and Hasidic Jews. And each of those branches believe that their belief system is the correct one. So much so that in Israel, there are entire neighborhoods that you don’t go into unless you want go mocked, stoned, or beaten. I know this because I accidentally walked through the Hasidic neighborhood and thought I was going to get rocks thrown at me. 
	Well, that same attitude also carried over to the Jewish Christians. And even among the apostles, Jesus’ own disciples, they had to some pretty heated discussions. We see this in Galatians 2:11-14. Turn with me for a second to that passage. 
	Paul may have even been referencing the verse in James that we are reading this morning. But understand, this is the apostles that are having this face off. The guys chosen by Jesus himself to carry God’s Word to the ends of the earth. So even the best of us sometimes need a little bit of the wisdom of James. 
	But before we get all high on our own design, let me share with you how many different branches of Baptist there are….
	Southern Baptist Convention (SBC)
• 	American Baptist Churches USA
• 	National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.
• 	National Baptist Convention of America International
• 	National Missionary Baptist Convention of America
• 	Progressive National Baptist Convention
• 	American Baptist Association
• 	Baptist Missionary Association of America
• 	General Association of Regular Baptist Churches (GARBC)
• 	Baptist Bible Fellowship International
• 	North American Baptist Conference
• 	Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
• 	Alliance of Baptists
• 	Pentecostal Free Will Baptists
• 	Free Will Baptists (National Association of Free Will Baptists)
• 	Primitive Baptists
• 	Seventh Day Baptists
• 	Converge (formerly Baptist General Conference)
• 	Venture Church Network 
· Those are just the Major Ones in North America. 

My point it this, we all reserve the right to be wrong. So before we get angry because they have shared an idea differently than us, we may want to stop and ask our selves what right do we have to feel a certain way about whatever situation is making you upset. Because James is addressing not just the issue of being right or being wrong, but more importantly the issue of righteousness. And I think this is what drives Christians to get into such heated arguments or silly things like the color of the carpets, or the even more serious things like worship styles is because we think we are more righteous than we really are and have the right to say whatever we want. We think our belief is the key to church growth or success when in fact, God is the one who brings the increase. God is the one who works on the hearts of men. Our job is simply to be faithful in sharing the gospel and do what God has called us to do. 
But here James is reminding us in this short passage of something far more important than the issue of anger and that’s righteousness requires us to both listen and live righteously.  
Remember, James likes to write in a very condensed manner. He wants to get his point across in the shortest way possible while still keeping the deeper meaning present. And so when we look closer at this verse the first thing he tells us to “Be quick to hear,” he is telling us to do more than simply hear what’s around you. 
	This phrase is a common theme within the old testament Proverbs such as in 
29:11 “Fools vent their anger,
    but the wise quietly hold it back.”

29:20 “There is more hope for a fool
    than for someone who speaks without thinking.”

There is great wisdom in not speaking. In spending time hearing the perspectives and viewpoints of someone who sees things differently then you do. And when we spend time listening to people, and really caring about the insights and views of those within our sphere of influence. We discover that the differences that separate us are generally are much smaller than we initially realize. 
On a more practical level, stopping and simply hearing what someone has to say and genuinely caring about their opinion is probably the best way to show them that we care about them. And on an evangelistic level, this is one of our best tools is first showing them that we care. Because no one cares what you have to say until the first know that you care about them. 
This is counseling 101, simply listening and learning about people. Learn what makes people tick, what they care about, and why they are making the decisions they are making. 
As we read in Proverbs, being quick to hear is what separates the foolish person from the wise person. 
But James adds another practical step on how to listen and live righteously and that’s to be “slow to speak.” 
Have you ever watched one of those old western movies where theres chaos in the room, and then all of sudden the camera settles on the old cowboy sitting in the back who hasn’t said a word, then he slowly gets up and says the simplest thing but its also the wisest thing which generally provides some resolution to the conflict? Even Jesus was like this. When the Pharisee brought out the Samaritan woman who was caught in adultery, did you notice the reaction of Jesus? He first didn’t say anything, instead he bides his time, writes in the sand, and the only words out of his mouth are words with meaning and purpose that demonstrate his righteousness. 
To often I think we are far to quick to give our opinion when we should be stopping and listening for the words of the Spirit of God. 
There was trend that sometimes goes around with teenagers where they wear glasses with no lenses in order for them to make them look smarter. It doesn’t mean they are smarter, but it makes them think and look that way. This is similar to what happens when we listen and don’t speak. We may not actually be any wiser, but we certainly are one the right track. 
Proverbs 17:28 tells us that “even a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is deemed intelligent.” 
Now, we have to be careful of a category error here. A person who wears glasses isn’t necessarily intelligent. Ordinarily, it means that he has bad vision. A person who keeps silent isn’t necessarily wise. He’s just not talking at the moment. However, keeping silent is not a characteristic of a fool. 
James is going to go further into this topic in chapter 3 and I encourage you to read it ahead of time. 
The order of this passage is so important. We are first to be quick to hear, second slow to speak, and finally slow to anger. Notice James doesn’t say to never be angry. There is a time and place for that, but that time is often very limited and in the context of the church body and working alongside one another, which is what James is promoting, anger should rarely play a part in that. 
But God is so good to us that has even given us this lesson in our own bodies. Can we shut our ears? No, but we can shut our mouths. From the way that God designed us we might say that it is more natural to be quick to hear and that it is a fallen, unnatural tendency to be quick to speak. 
Another benefit of being quick to hear and slow to speak is that it gives us opportunity to pray that God can make what corrective action needs to be made not only on our life, but in the life of the person we may be disagreeing with. And this is what true brotherly love looks like. To be more concerned with the relationship you have with someone, than with being right. 
All throughout the Bible, God gives us his truth regarding the anger of man. If your taking notes you may want to jot down these references for your own personal edification.
	Proverbs 14:29
“Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who has a hasty temper exalts folly.”
Psalm 37:8
“Cease from anger and forsake wrath; do not fret; it leads only to evildoing.”
Ephesians 4:31–32
“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you… Be kind to one another, tender‑hearted, forgiving each other.”

God’s word is clear. That the anger that begins in you doesn’t lead to anything holy. 
To often we reverse the order of things. We are slow to hear, quick to speak, and quick to become angry. And in verse 20 James makes it clear God’s opinion regarding our own personal anger. 
“20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.”
There is a big difference between the anger of man and the anger of God. 
First off, lets spend a minute talking about what exactly anger is. Anger is a judgement. Anger says, “That is wrong.” Think about it, why do we get angry? Because we believe that something is wrong and we have an inner desire to see it fixed. And so we make a judgement, and human beings are incapable of not making judgments. We were created with a mission to discern good from evil, and we were created to make judgements in imitation of the Lord and in submission to Him. 
Anger says, “I will make that right.” It is the driving force behind what ever corrective action may come next. It shows that the wrong has risen past the level of overlooking an offense, and anger acknowledges that something should be done about it. And when we understand anger in this way, we understand the power of it. But we also understand that “the anger of man” is often a corruption of that power and can lead to great harm. 
	You see, God is good and just in His anger. God’s anger is one rooted in righteousness, grounded in his holiness. And is used as a purifying tool for his fallen creation. Because God hates sin. Proverbs 6 says God hates the haughty eyes,  a lying tongue, murderers, schemers, false witnesses, those who stir up dissension. All sin is an imitation of the character of Satan and must be judged and fought against, and our God is a warrior who makes all things right. 
So God does get rightfully angry. But he graciously has not poured out his wrath upon you or upon me but upon the life and body of his only Son Jesus upon the cross of Calvary. For Jesus took all of that sin, every imitation of Satan upon himself. He became sin, so that God could rightfully pour out wrath upon him, so that you and I could be free from the bondage and weight and wrath of God. 
We don’t like to talk about the wrath of God. But a proper understanding of God must incorporate his anger. But God’s holy anger is completely unlike our own. God is “slow to anger”, and even in His righteous anger, He remains willing to provide relief for His people. 
	God’s anger is driven by his holiness. Our anger is driven by pride and selfish desires. James’ is reminding us of this. He is reminding us that we are not God. We have no right to be angry of our design because we all come to father as filthy rags. Look at verse 21 again. 
“21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.”
	This verses uses a lot of agricultural imagery. There must be replacement of our nature. An uprooting of the filthiness and RAMPANT wickedness in our lives. James says that this only happens when we humbly take God’s word, and allow it take root in our lives. Practically this can be difficult. But with respect to our speech this may mean removing ourselves from the people who get us angry. This may mean turning the television off and spending that time in God’s life-giving, truth telling word instead of filling our ears and our minds with filthiness of mans words that are designed to stir up anger, strife, and anxiety in our lives. The picture that we get here in this passage is one where we are having to do the hard work of ripping out the roots, the sinful weeds that have made a home in our spiritual gardens and minds. Instead we may need to start planting new habits, behaviors, and thoughts. This is a task that often needs daily care, and maybe even some outside help. 
	It’s incredible how quickly our lives can get filled with junk. I remember growing up every spring we would go to my grandparent’s house and part of the task for the day would be spending time pulling weeds, racking out the dead leaves and rotting flowers, and replacing the old mulch and flowers with new ones. And it took my whole family to do it because my grandmother loved her flower beds and would have them encircling the whole house. 
	Church, what does the garden bed of your life look like? Is it filled with dead things. Rotting flowers and mulch that does nothing for you except make you angry and bitter towards the world. Is your heart filled with animosity towards the people around you or maybe a stubbornness about being right that you have pushed away people because of it. Maybe this morning you need to spend some time in repentance this morning asking God to start renovating your heart, and removing the anger that has made its home there. 
	Listening and living righteously is not an easy task. It takes intentional work. But if we are to be a church that lives daily on mission, and is mindful of building relationships with those outside of these walls then we need to be prepared to do the work in our own hearts first. We need to practice hearing the cares and concerns of those around us first, before we burn the bridge that may hurt the transmission of the gospel. Because that’s our first priority. Sharing Christ with the lost. The lost are gonna act like lost people. But if we, the church, act like lost people and demonstrate a level of anger and self-righteousness towards them, we will never be able to communicate the perfect, grace filled, Jesus-centered righteousness of God. 
	Make this passage your goal this week. Make your life verse to be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. I’m gonna ask the musicians and singers to make their way to the stage and as we stand and sing together maybe you need to take this next song and spend it in a time of repentance, or maybe you need to make a commitment this morning. A commitment to following Christ as your Lord and Savior, if that’s you this morning then God asks us to pray and thank him for saving you from sin, and then follow that commitment up with baptism as a demonstration of the change that has happened in your heart. 
	

