"Remember how the Good News Justifies (Part 2)"
Galatians 2:17-21
Good Morning Beloved,
· Junior year of college a friend was reading a book... entitled “Knowing God”
· Said something that is worth pondering…
· First… “God is love” is not the compete truth so far as the Bible is concerned.
· God is a spirit (John 4:24)
· God is light (1 John 1:5)
· Second… “God is love” is the compete truth about God so far as the Christian is concerned.
· J. I. Packer says… “As believers, we find in the cross of Christ assurance that we, as individuals, are beloved of God”.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  J. I. Packer, Knowing God, 122] 

· Today we are celebrating the good news that is received by faith alone…
· the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
· By the grace of God, the Word of God teach us to sing… “Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so”.
 


Reading of God’s Word 
17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.


Preaching God’s Word
1. An Orphan’s Impossible Burden (vs. 17-19)
a. Our passage is continuing the thought from Peter excluding himself from sitting with the Gentiles and going back to Jewish customs in front of people… because he was afraid.
i. The passage had this stinging rebuke from Paul.
1. He did not say… “Peter… you are being so rude…. Remember love is not rude…. See 1 Corinthians 13).
a. He says… their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel  (vs. 14).
2. There he is saying it negatively… in our passage he is saying it positively.
b. 17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 
i. This is a wonderfully difficult passage that teaches a beautiful truth.
1. Ever religion in the world has this sort of math…
a. A code + A behavior = acceptance
i. In Mere Christianity… C. S. Lewis begins his radio addresses with this thought… 
1. Not God as creator…
2. Not Jesus as savior…
3. But “everyone has heard people quarrelling.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Lewis, C. S. 2020. Mere Christianity. 15] 

a. Why does that connect with people?
i. Because everyone has a “standard or rule of fair justice”
4. Lewis concludes… everyone on the planet knows we should be acting in a certain way… and everyone of the on the planet knows we aren’t acting in that way.
2. As Psalm 143 says…
a. 2 Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one living is righteous before you.
ii. Enter the scene in this church lunch in Galatia…
1. There has been a new message proclaimed to this community…[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Machen, J. Gresham. 1973. Machen’s Notes on Galatians : Notes on Biblical Exposition and Other Aids to the Interpretation of the Epistle to the Galatians. Edited by John Hamilton Skilton. Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed Pub. Co.
] 

a. The math shifts…
i. Belief in Christ = acceptance  Then… acceptance  obedience
2. To say it with scripture…
a. John 15:4-5 - 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
b. Gal. 5:22-23 - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
iii. This verse is addressing the idea as…
1. John Stott – “People still argue like this today: ‘If God justifies bad people, what is the point of being good? Can’t we do as we like and live as we please?’”
a. If we agree with you… Paul… that our acceptance… our standing… our peace with God… our justification with God comes only by faith… then aren’t you just using Christ to live however you want.
i. POINT:  That would make Christ a servant for sin.
1. Answer:  Certainly NOT!
c. 18 For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God.
i. Ironically… Peter is the one who rebuilt the dividing wall.
1. He proved himself to be a transgressor… or sinner.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  “Peter, by his Christian profession, had asserted that justification was by faith alone; and by his eating with Gentiles had declared that the Mosaic law was no longer binding upon him. He had thus, figuratively, destroyed or pulled down the Jewish law as a standard of Christian faith and conduct. By his subsequent refusal to eat with Gentiles he had retracted this declaration, had asserted that the Jewish law was still binding upon Christians, and had thus built again what he had pulled down. Building and pulling down are favorite figures with Paul. See Rom. 14:20; 15:20; 1 Cor. 8:1, 10; 10:23; 14:4, 17; Eph. 2:20 f. For καταλύειν destroy, see on Rom. 14:20; 2 Cor. 5:1.”
Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 4 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 106.] 

a. So if you go back to the math…
i. Christ + My behavior = My Acceptance
1. Keller says… we would blame Christ while living for ourselves.
ii. Pastoral Pause:  if we hold to “Justification by works”… let’s just commit to a standard of behavior… an ethic… a code… a guideline…
1. That idea only produces sinners[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ryken, Galatians, 71.] 

a. When Peter goes back to “Christ + My Obedience to meal time ethics = my acceptance”
i. Paul rebukes him because that idea only promotes sin
1. Rom. 14:23 - For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.
2. Tim Keller says… this is one of the key differences between genuine Christianity and a Church-going religion
a. Both have obedience in the math… 
b. Both have orthodox truth in the math…
c. But the order is different…
i. His insight is that the “salvation by works” idea
1. Christ + obedience = Acceptance
a. Sounds like… “Grace, but…”
2. Christ  Acceptance  Obedience 
a. Sounds like “ But God…” (Eph. 2:4)
d. Only the person who has died to the controlling power of the law… would truly live in love and wholeheartedly give everything to God.
i. Illustration:  An Orphan’s impossible burden
1. Imagine being in an orphanage… where all the other orphans offer up ideas about what actions… dress… behavior… or hygiene would secure being adopted.
a. For every adult that came in…	
i. There would be an invisible standard…
ii. An unspoken measurement…
iii. And a public verdict….
1. With the simple idea to the child… you must be something more than you truly are.
2. And with every adoption… the other orphans are your competition.
a. It would be an impossible burden… that could easily give way to…
i. Gal. 5:19ff - 9 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these.
e. Transition:  Rather than living under the weight of that impossible burden… the justifying news in Christ is that you are a beloved child who is identified with Christ.
2. A Child’s Beloved Identity (vs. 20-21)
a. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
i. If you are looking for application… this verse is a great verse to memorize.
1. The Navigators encourage students to memorize this verse.
a. Why?  What is so critical?
ii. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live,
1. Notice… it doesn’t say… “Christ was crucified for me”
a. It says… I have been crucified with Christ.
i. Ryken[footnoteRef:6]… four things were nailed to the cross… [6:  Ryken, 73] 

1. 1 – Christ himself
2. 2 – the sign “King of the Jews”
3. 3 – the debt of our sin (Col. 2:13-14
4. 4 – you were nailed to the cross too
2. In Christ, your old self died.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  ESV Study Bible – “Paul’s former “self,” the person Paul was before he trusted Christ, with all of his sinful goals and proud, self-exalting desires, came to a decisive end—he “died.””] 

a. Rom. 6:ff - 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.
i. Our old spiritually dead humanity in Adam… died on the cross.
b. Illustration:  Augustine sees former mistress.
i. Ignores her. “Augustine… it is ‘I’”
ii. “Yes, but it is not “I’”.
3. My old way of living for myself… died on the cross. 
iii. but Christ who lives in me. 
1. So different than a “before and after” infomercial.
a. Paul is no saying to Peter…“I used to give way to fear at church functions… but now I sit with anyone.”
2. What it is saying is that where sin once reigned… Christ now rules.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Lane and Tripp, How People Change, 151.] 

a. Col. 1:27 -  To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
iv. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
1. Here is the identity of a child of God.
a. WCF 14:2 - But the principal acts of saving faith are, accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace.
2. Trusting Christ… who is the son of God?
a. He is the one who loves me.
i. He makes known his love.
ii. He makes known the Father’s love (John 17:23)
iii. He sent for the Spirit to guide me in love.
b. He is the one who gave himself for me.
i. Dr. Roger Nicole – “ If your house was burning down but your whole family escaped, and I came to you and said, “Let me show you how much I love you!” and ran into the fiery house and died, you would say, “What an idiot!” 
ii. But if one of your children was still in the house, and I said, “Let me show you how much I love you!” and ran into the fiery house and saved your child but died myself, you would say, “Behold, how he loved us!” 
3. POINT:  Now if you can save yourself by works, Jesus death is not loving; it is pure stupidity. 
a. If, however, you are lost and dying and unable to save yourself, his death means everything.
v. Which is it? Does Jesus’ death mean everything or nothing? If we can be saved by our good deeds, Christ died for nothing
b. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.
3. Conclusion
a. Plucking petals off a white daisy…
i. He loves me… he loves me not.
1. Salvation by Works… makes us into orphans… pining for approval…
ii. The focus is an impossible burden that can’t be met… be holy.
1. But you can be sure of two things…
a. A heart of heart 
b. And quarrelling in relationships.
iii. But there is a different message.
b. The Good News is that God is love for the Christian.
i. What you could never do for yourself… God has done for you in Christ.
1. A Puritian pastor wrote… “That is as if he said, You shall have as true an interest in all my attributes for your good, as they are mine for my own glory.... 
a. My grace, saith God, shall be yours to pardon you, 
b. and my power shall be yours to protect you, 
c. and my wisdom shall be yours to direct you, 
d. and my goodness shall be yours to relieve you, 
e. and my mercy shall be yours to supply you, 
f. and my glory shall be yours to crown you. 
ii. Tillotson - "This is true love to any one…to do the best for him we can.
1. This is what God does for those he loves the best he can; 
a. and the measure of the best that God can do is omnipotence![footnoteRef:9] [9:  Packer, 126-127] 

c. How could you ever rest in such news….
i. By faith alone… savoring…
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
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