Thy Kingdom Come Thy Will Be Done . . .
February 19, 2026

Preamble for Today’s Lesson
Psalm 23:1 (Amp)
The Lord is my Shepherd [to feed, guide, and shield me], I shall not lack.


Today’s Topic: “Prospering Within the Babyleonan Financial System”
(Especially When It Seems Like the Squeeze is on)



Psalm 37:25 (Amp)

I have been young and now am old, yet have I not seen the [uncompromisingly] righteous forsaken or their seed begging bread.

Hebrews 13:5-6
Let your [a]character or moral disposition be free from love of money [including greed, avarice, lust, and craving for earthly possessions] and be satisfied with your present [circumstances and with what you have]; for He [God] [b]Himself has said, I will not in any way fail you nor [c]give you up nor leave you without support. [I will] not, [d][I will] not, [I will] not in any degree leave you helpless nor forsake nor [e]let [you] down ([f]relax My hold on you)! [[g]Assuredly not!]
So, we take comfort and are encouraged and confidently and boldly say, The Lord is my Helper; I will not be seized with alarm [I will not fear or dread or be terrified]. What can man do to me?


Where do we begin with this one?????

How often have we all found ourselves, at one time or another, in a financial pinch in our life.  I would venture to say that just about everyone has fallen into this category, and probably has a story to tell.

To begin with, I want to address this topic Biblically, from two different perspectives. 

· First, from what Paul said to the Corinthians, regarding the financial gift he was expecting to receive from them.

· And then second, from what Jesus said about money, in the 25th Chapter of Matthew.

Both are Kingdom perspectives, which may be harder to grasp and understand when the bill collector is knocking on your door.


Paul said, in his second letter to the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 9:6-12) the following:

· We reap what we sow financially.

· Wanting to give financially is to come from the heart as a desire, not from the head as a religious obligation.

· God is our source and is able, in every situation, to make all grace and earthly blessing come to you in abundance.

· Our deeds of justice, goodness, kindness, and benevolence will go on and endure forever.

· God provides seed for the sower and bread for eating, increasing the fruit of your righteousness.

· You will be enriched in every way so that you can be even more generous.

· Being generous towards others gives thanksgiving to God himself.

Jesus painted a another picture about money, as recorded in Matthew 25.
I submit to you for consideration this thought: 
Matthew 25 is a dissertation by Jesus (in parable form) that is all about money, as seen through the lens of heaven.
Why?
Because in Heaven money is not the thing . . . on earth money is the thing, and I think Jesus wanted to correct that notion.
I believe Jesus’s dissertation in Matthew 25 was / is showing everyone who has ears to hear, as to what they can expect on God’s Final Exam . . . and guess what, money and our personal finances were in the center of that dissertation.  
So, let’s unpack that a bit.
It was always God’s design for His Kingdom to expand, here on planet earth, with mankind’s participation in that event.  That Kingdom expansion has not stopped to this day, and it continues on.
However, Souls in the Kingdom, not money in the bank, was always God’s objective.
As such, Jesus showed us (in the three connected parables) that it all begins with an intimate relationship with Him, and when that is established, the next test is good stewardship of what the Lord Has put in our hands, and then lastly, the call to attend to the least of these, using that which the Lord has prospered you in to serve the less fortunate.
Our Heavenly Father says in effect to each of us; “Come with Me; I want you to help others come to know and then receive the redemptive love of my Son Jesus, so that they invite Him into their hearts as their personal savior.”
That should be our primary objective in life.
That then puts a very different perspective on “money” in our own life.


So, then circling back on the topic of financial stress in our life, it is very evident that most of us have been deeply steeped in the Babyleonan Financial System, more so, than the foundational wisdom of God’s Word.
This has been done through our life experiences that have provided pleasure or pain through the exchange of money.
However, we are not to be tethered to that form of slavery and bondage in our life, and we can leave that system if it is in our heart to do so.
A good starting point looks something like this . . .
“Lord God Almighty, I have made a mess out of what you have put in my hands and entrusted to me.  I am in a ditch and cannot get out without a rich supply of your grace and mercy in my life . . . I repent for my errant ways, and ask you now to forgive me, putting me back on the right path that you had always intended for me.”
“Give me a new and fresh perspective on money, help me see money for what it is and how money is to be used, so that with my new effort and change of heart, you are honored and your Kingdom expands here on earth.”
“As a demonstration of my changed heart in this area of my life, I commit to looking at every financial situation though the truth found in your Word, where my part then includes diligent in doing the right thing, trusting in your plan for my life, and the unwavering belief that you are my Shepherd and subsequently I shall not want – in Jesus name I ask these things, Amen.
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