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Restoration: God's Plan for His People

Joel 2:18-32

Big Idea: God is in the restoration business! Just as He promises to restore Israel, He wants to restore YOU.
The locust years can be redeemed. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. Today is the

day of salvation.

Day 1: The God Who Reading:
Removes Our Shame Joel 2:18-27

God's promise to Israel echoes through time to us today: "My people shall never again be
put to shame." The reproach we carry—whether from past failures, broken relationships, or
spiritual wandering—is not our final story. God specializes in restoration. Just as He
promised to remove the disgrace from Israel and restore what the locusts had eaten, He
offers the same redemption to you. Your shame does not define you; His grace does. The
years you've lost to sin, rebellion, or simply wandering can be redeemed. God is not asking
for perfect performance; He's asking you to return to Him with a torn heart, not torn
garments. Will you let Him replace your shame with His joy today?

Reflection: What shame are you carrying that God wants to remove? How can you “rend

your heart" before Him today?
Notes:
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. : R eading:
Day 2: Returning to the Joel 2:12.14;

Gracious God 2 Chronicles 7:13-14

"Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love." These words appear repeatedly throughout Scripture because we
repeatedly need to hear them. God's character doesn't change with our circumstances or
failures. He remains gracious, waiting for us to turn back. The call to repentance isn't about
religious performance—it's about relationship restoration. When we humble ourselves, pray,
seek His face, and turn from our wicked ways, God hears and heals. This isn't just ancient
history for Israel; it's a present invitation for you. God relents over disaster when His people
repent. The question isn't whether God is ready to forgive—He is. The question is: are you
ready to return?

Reflection: What needs to change in your life for you to fully return to God? What would

genuine repentance look like today?
Notes:
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| , Reading:
Day 3: The Promise of Joel 2:28-29:

the Spirit Acts 2101

God's promise to pour out His Spirit wasn't limited to a single moment at Pentecost—it's an
ongoing reality for all believers. "Your sons and daughters shall prophesy...even on the male
and female servants | will pour out my spirit." God democratizes His presence; no one is too
common, too broken, or too insignificant to receive His Spirit. The same Spirit that raised
Christ from the dead lives in you. This isn't about special experiences reserved for spiritual
elites; it's about God empowering ordinary people for extraordinary purposes. The Spirit
brings dreams, visions, and prophetic insight—not for our glory, but so we can participate in
God's redemptive work. Are you living in the power of His Spirit today?

Reflection: How are you experiencing God's Spirit in your daily life? Are you open to His

leading in unexpected ways?
Notes:
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. Reading:
Day 4: Everyone Who Joel 2:32

Calls Will Be Saved Romans 10:9-13

The simplicity of salvation can seem too good to be true: "Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord shall be saved." No ethnic distinction. No educational requirement. No
performance standard. Just call. This isn't about eloquent prayers or perfect theology—it's
about a sincere heart crying out to God. The tax collector's prayer, "God, be merciful to me,
a sinner," is sufficient. Confess with your mouth, believe in your heart, and you will be
saved. If you can't explain the gospel to a fourth grader, you don't understand it. God's
salvation is accessible to all because Jesus paid it all. Have you called on Him? If so, who in
your life needs to hear this life-changing truth today?

Reflection: When did you first call on the name of the Lord? Who needs to hear this simple

gospel message from you this week?
Notes:
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| Reading:
Day 5: The Day of the Joel 2:30-32;

Lord is Coming Zechariah 12:10

"The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the great and awesome
day of the Lord comes." God's prophetic timeline marches forward. The Day of the Lord—
that time of final reckoning and complete restoration—approaches. For those in Christ, this
is not a day of fear but of hope. God will reveal Himself fully to His people Israel, and they

will recognize the One they pierced. Every knee will bow; every tongue will confess Jesus is
Lord. This isn't about setting dates or predicting timelines—it's about living alert and ready.
Are you watching? Are you sharing the gospel urgently? The day is coming when God will

shake the heavens and earth. Let this reality fuel your mission today.

Reflection: How does the reality of Christ's return affect how you live today? Who needs to

hear about salvation before that day comes?
Notes:




