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Small Group Guide: True Faith in Action

Based on James 2:1-19

OPENING PRAYER

Begin your time together by asking God to open your hearts to His Word and to give you courage to
examine your faith honestly.

ICEBREAKER

Share a time when someone showed you unexpected kindness or when you witnessed someone
being treated unfairly. How did that experience affect you?

KEY TAKEAWAYS

1. Faith without transformation is not saving faith - True faith in Jesus leads to actual
change in how we live and treat others.

2. Favoritism contradicts the gospel - Judging people based on worldly values (wealth,
status, appearance, race) is evil thinking that Jesus came to destroy.

3. The Royal Law simplifies everything - "Love your neighbor as yourself' means we don't
need to evaluate whether someone is worthy of our love; we simply love everyone.

4. Belief alone is insufficient - Even demons believe in God. What distinguishes true faith is
obedience and transformation through the Holy Spirit.




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Understanding the Text

1. Read James 2:1-9. Why does James use such strong language, calling favoritism "evil
thoughts" and "sin"? What makes this issue so serious?

2. Inverses 5-7, James points out the absurdity of favoring the rich. How did the early
Christians' behavior contradict the very gospel they claimed to believe?

3. What does James mean by the "royal law" in verse 8? Why do you think he calls it "royal"?

Personal Reflection

4. The sermon mentioned that 69% of Americans claim to be Christians. What's the difference
between claiming to follow Jesus and actually following Jesus?

5. Jeff used the analogy of a picture of fire versus real fire. How does this illustration help you
understand the difference between dead faith and living faith?

6. James asks, "Can such faith save them?" (v. 14). How would you answer that question
based on this passage? Why or why not?

Application to Our Lives

7. Examining Our Hearts: In what areas of your life might you be showing favoritism based
on:
Wealth or social status
Race or ethnicity
Education level
Political views
Other worldly values
8. The sermon referenced Jeff’s childhood experience of racial discrimination in church. What
"walls" might we be building today that Jesus came to tear down?
9. James gives a practical example in verses 15-16 about someone in need. Can you think of a
recent time when you:
o Saw a need and took action?
o Saw a need but only offered words?
o What was the difference in those situations?
10. The Simplicity Challenge: The sermon said Jesus' command to "love everybody all the
time" radically simplifies life. What would change in your daily life if you stopped evaluating
people and simply loved everyone?
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PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

This Week's Challenge (Choose at least one):



Individual Actions:

The Mirror Test: Each time you look at someone this week, consciously choose to see them
as someone Jesus loves and died for, regardless of any external factors.

Need Meeting: Identify one person in need (physical, emotional, or spiritual) and take
concrete action to help them, not just offering words.

Bias Inventory: Spend time in prayer asking God to reveal any hidden biases or favoritism
in your heart. Journal what He shows you.

Group Actions:

Hospitality Practice: As a group, intentionally reach out to someone who might feel
marginalized or overlooked in your church or community. Invite them to a meal or gathering.
Royal Law Project: Choose one practical way your group can demonstrate "love your
neighbor as yourself" in your community this month.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Consider journaling your responses to these questions:

1.

2.

"Has my faith led to the transformation of my life through the power of the Holy Spirit so that
the rule and reign of Jesus is daily more evident in my life?"

Where am | holding onto a "picture of fire" (fake faith) rather than real fire (transforming
faith)?

What is one area where | know what Jesus wants me to do but I'm not doing it? What's
holding me back?

MEMORY VERSE

James 2:8-9 "If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, 'Love your neighbor as yourself,'
you are doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers."

CLOSING PRAYER

Pray together:

For honest hearts to see where we fall short
For courage to love without favoritism
For transformation through the Holy Spirit



e For specific needs mentioned during your discussion
e That your faith would be demonstrated through action this week

LEADER'S NOTES

Be prepared for honest, potentially uncomfortable conversations about bias and favoritism.
Create a safe space where people can confess struggles without judgment.

Have specific examples ready of ways your group can take action together.

Follow up next week on the practical applications people committed to.

Remember: the goal is transformation, not condemnation.
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