Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL _) |\_
First Sunday in Lent
February 22, 2026
Welcome _\| |/_
Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgive all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silence for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “Change My Heart, O God” Red Book #801
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
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Mold me and make me; this is what I pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa

Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, = we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin  of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - celve our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.




P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and
around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty
promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again
and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 Pew Bible Page #2

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep
it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of
the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in
the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the
trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is
in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” 4 But the
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and

evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a
delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of
its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and
they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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Psalm 32

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is | put away!

2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit
there is no guile!

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning | all
day long.

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried up
as in the | heat of summer.

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not conceal my guilt. I said, “T will
confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with
shouts | of deliverance.

8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will guide
you with my eye.

9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be fitted
with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”

10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who
trust in the Lord.

11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are true of
heart

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19 Pew Bible Page #918

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin,
and so death spread to all because all have sinned 13 for sin was indeed in the
world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there 1s no law. 14 Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of
Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like
the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more
surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
abounded for the many. 16 And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift
following many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, because of the one man’s
trespass, death reigned through that one, much more surely will those who receive
the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for
all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19 For
just as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so
through the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he 1s gra - cious and
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stead - fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.

Gospel Reading: Mark 4:1-11 Pew Bible Page #810

C Glory to you, O Lord

! Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread.”  But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ”” ° Then the
devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the

temple, ° saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is
written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,” and ‘On their hands they
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” 7 Jesus said
to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” > ® Again,
the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory, ° and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will
fall down and worship me.” '° Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for
it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ” ! Then the devil
left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. The Gospel of the Lord

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf



Sermon Hymn: “Just As I Am, without One Plea”

Red Book #592

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as [ am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re-ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just  as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ry
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - ya doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise I be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now @ to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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O Lamb of God, I come, | come.




Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “O God,” please respond,
“Your mercy is great.”

P: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ourselves to God and
joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website }%iﬁ:ﬁ

with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during communion.

Faith Lutheran website link
www.shareourfaith.org

Offering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Holy Communion:

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen



Communion Distribution
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Communion Hymn: “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” Red Book #325
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1 I want Je - sus to walk with me;
2 In my tr1 - als, Lord, walk with me;
3 WhenI'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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I want Je sus to walk with me;
in my tri als, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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all a - long my pil - grim  jour - ney,
when my heart s al - most break - ing,
when my head s bowed in SOr - TOW,
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Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord looks upon you with grace and
mercy. The Lord looks upon you with favor and + give you peace. In the name of
the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Hymn: “Be Thou My Vision” Red Book #793
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my ftrue word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:
| ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23628.



