Series: Seek First the Kingdom of God, a study in Haggai
Sermon: “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead…”
Primary text: Haggai 2:1-9

Discussion guide:
· Share a time in your life where you were distracted and it caused you to miss something 
· Share a time when you were your wishing a thing could be the way it used to be caused you to miss the good things right in front of you.
· Read Ezra 3:11-12
· Why did the people show with praise in v. 11?
· Why did the older men weep in v. 12? 
· What does this say about the older men?
· Read Haggai 2:3
· What is Haggai saying here?
· The people are about a month into rebuilding the temple. Why do you think God has Haggai make this point?
· Read Haggai 2:4
· How many times does Haggai say to “be strong” here?
· What is the significance?
· How does Haggai’s call to “Work” a part of what it means to “be strong”?
· Based on v. 3 what are they to work through?
· How does our desire for things to be the way they used to be cause us to miss what God is doing right now?
· Read Haggai 2:5
· How does Haggai’s call to “Fear not.” A part of what it means to “be strong”?
· What is the purpose of fear in our lives?
· How is constant fear unnatural for us?
· According to Haggai 2:4 one reason we should “be strong” is because the Lord is with us. 
· How can we make this truth our primary source of strength?
· V. 5 reminds Israel of how God brought them out of Egypt to undergird their confidence that flows from knowing He is with them.
· How does this show a healthy relationship with the past?
· How does knowledge of what God has done in the past help us gain strength from the truth that God is with us now?
· V. 5 always reminds Israel that God’s Spirit is still among them.
· What does this tell them about guidance?
· How can we know God is guiding us? (see Romans 8:28 & Proverbs 3:5-6)
· Read v.6-9
· What does God say about the new temple in comparison with the old?
· How could the glory in the second be greater than the first considering how less “grand” it is?
· What does this tell us about being obsessed with the way things used to be?
· How does this affirm Jesus’ words in John 4:14 and 2 Corinthians 4:16?
