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Brothers and sisters, peace be with you.
In two more days, it will be the Chinese New Year. I wish everyone a Happy New Year.
There are many holidays these days. Yesterday was Valentine's Day, tomorrow is Family Day, and two days later is the Lunar New Year. Then three days later, it is Ash Wednesday, marking the beginning of Lent. 
Whenever there is a holiday or a festival, I wonder if you still think about: 
What is this holiday, or festival? Why do we have such a holiday? How did it originate? Should we celebrate such a holiday? What do we do during such a holiday? And why do we do these things during such a holiday? And so on. 
Holidays and festivals, they are so-called "special days." A holiday is mandated by a country's government; while a festival is established by convention within an ethnic group or society. Their establishment and existence are so that the people of this country, or the descendants and children of this ethnic group, remember certain things that must not be forgotten. 
Regarding holiday and festivals, what Christians are familiar with in the Bible are the seven feasts appointed in Leviticus. Passover, Tabernacles, Pentecost, Day of Atonement, etc., and of course the later Purim Day and Hanukkah. Canada has Christmas, Labour Day, Easter, Canada Day, Remembrance Day, etc. China has Spring Festival, Mid-Autumn Festival, etc. 
In this secularized age, although we still have holidays and festivals, many people no longer care about their meaning. "What festival is tomorrow? Who cares? It's a long weekend, a statutory day off, I can do whatever I want." 
But the existence of these holidays and festivals is for the people of that country, the descendants and children of that ethnic group, to remember certain things that must not be forgotten. Because if they forget, they will forget who they are, they will not know where they came from, where they are going, and what they should do while they are alive. Therefore, in the past, people will not say “have the festival,” like people say today, “have a little Christmas.” They call it “observing a festival.”(well, in modern terms, “celebrate a festival.” 
“Observing a festival” means, every different holiday has a set of rules you must keep, things you must do. For example, on National Day, citizens should gather in high spirits to talk about the events of the founding of the nation, so everyone can remember the founding fathers, the martyrs, their aspirations, their contributions, and sacrifices, so that as we live in this country today, we remember the expectations of these ancestors and decide what we should do now. 
Likewise, on Remembrance Day, everyone should go to memorials, hold commemorations, and invite veterans from World War II to recount the events of those years, making everyone appreciate that today's peace did not come easily, and consider what we should do to guard this peace, etc. 
It is just that today many people no longer “observe” these things. Because of the rise of individualism, "festivals" have slowly lost their original purpose and degenerating into days focused on leisure, entertainment and indulgence.
Holidays and festivals, in the past, they were not "just have fun with," they were "observed." The Israelites did not just “have” Passover, they “observed” the Passover. In the past, Chinese people did not just “have” Spring Festival, they "guarded the door of the year" (ShouSui). 
Regarding Spring Festival, by oral tradition, that in ancient times there was a ferocious monster called "Nian." It lived deep in the mountains or under the sea all year round, and every New Year's Eve (end of the year), it would enter villages to devour livestock and humans, especially children. Later, people discovered that the Nian monster had "three fears": it feared the color red, it feared fire, and it feared loud noises. Therefore, during Spring Festival, Chinese people would paste red couplets on their doors, gather the whole family to eat a reunion dinner—by the fire—and set off firecrackers. That’s the legend regarding Spring Festival. 
However, someone says in ancient Chinese classical literature, there is absolutely no record of "Nian" being a monster. The story of the "Nian Monster" mainly originated from folklores and oral tradition, which only began to circulate widely around the late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China, and the story became fixed in the mid-20th century through children's books and mass media. However, one old book from the Northern and Southern Dynasties period does record that setting off firecrackers during the New Year was to drive away a monster called "Shan Sao" (or "Shan Xiao"), which was said to cause people fever, but it feared cracking sound of bamboo. 
Anyway, if we summarize the folk customs of the Lunar New Year, we will discover some interesting things. 
First, the Spring Festival is set on the first day of the year, so the month of the Spring Festival is the first month of the year. Coincidentally, 
[Exodus 12:2] “From now on, this month will be the first month of the year for you. 
For the Jewish Passover, God commanded “from now on, this month will be the first month of the year for you,” except Passover is not on January 1st, but January 15th. 
Do you know why? Because that night, 600,000 Jewish men, plus women and children, had to leave Egypt overnight. In ancient times, there were no streetlights, how could so many people walking at night in a hurry? If it were pitch black and they couldn't see, trampling each other would be disastrous. So, a bright moon was needed in the sky to show the way. Therefore, God picked the 15th, when the moon was roundest and brightest, helping the Israelites to leave Egypt overnight. But the month was still set as the first month. 
Second, now-a-day, celebrating Spring Festival is mainly for eating, drinking, and being merry, for relaxing on a no-work-day, for praying about good luck; people seem to have forgotten that initially, celebrating Spring Festival was to avoid death. 
Across human societies, regardless of ethnicity, the primary and most significant annual holiday often somehow, more or less, is related to death. Because our ancestors were smarter than us; they understood that "death" is the most important matter for a person, a matter that should not be forgotten. Each year, on its most important day, this is the thing we need to remember ourselves and share with our families.
People will die. We will die. When facing death, what can we do to face it? to escape from it? to conquer it? Is it relying on my health? relying on my luck? relying on my moral standing? Or, relying on the God who have control over life and death?
[Exodus 12:7] They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal.
The Israelites followed God's command, taking the blood of the lamb and smearing it on the sides and top of the doorframes. And when Chinese people celebrate Spring Festival, there is a fascinating custom, which is hanging red couplets on the door, sometimes adding a horizontal scroll. And the positions for hanging the couplets and the horizontal scroll correspond exactly to "the sides and top of the doorframes." 
Regarding such a intriguing observation, some people hold different opinions, thinking there is no common ground between the two. 
Because in today's Chinese culture, that red on the doorframe may represent "Good Luck"; but in the Israel culture of that time, that red on the doorframe represented "Life Atonement." 
[Exodus 12:13] But the blood on your doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the houses where you are staying. When I see the blood, I will pass over you…
The standard by which God examined that night was not the family's moral level, not their donation records, nor the frequency of their prayers. God looked at only one thing: was there blood on the doorframe, or not. In Egypt that night, the people inside the door might have weak faith, perhaps even trembling with fear; while on the other side, a certain Egyptian noble might have been doing good deeds. But as long as there was no blood on the doorframe, the destroyer would enter. That red on the doorframe declared: the death debt of this house has been paid in full by the lamb. This is the essence of redemption—not that we are good enough, but that our Redeemer is perfect enough. 
Although some people disagree that the red couplets are related to Passover, as Christianity was introduced to Chinese people, the custom of couplets among Chinese Christians has changed. 
One of the differences between the red on the Chinese doorframe and the red on the Israelites doorframe is, that on the Chinese red, there are words. 
Let me give a simple example for this change. Before Christianity entered into China, the red couplets on a Chinese doorframe might be written like this:
Upper scroll: "Blessings as vast as the East Sea's flowing water." 
Lower scroll: "Longevity as old as the South Mountain's ageless pine." 
Horizontal scroll: "Auspiciousness and fulfillment." 
After Christianity entered into China, the red couplets on a Chinese doorframe might become like this: 
Upper scroll: "Blessings as vast as Abraham." 
Lower scroll: "Longevity as old as Methuselah." 
Horizontal scroll: "God's grace overflows."
[Genesis 22:17] I will certainly bless you. I will multiply your...
[Genesis 22:18] And through your descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed—all because you have obeyed me.
[Genesis 5:27] Methuselah lived 969 years, and then he died.
Why did it change like this? Because Chinese Christians know that the Bible says Abraham's blessing is the greatest, and the Bible says Methuselah's lifespan is the longest. Moreover, Christians know that blessings and lifespan do not come from some ethereal luck, but from the grace of a true and living God. My cup overflows. 
Please note, whether for Jews or Chinese, where is that smear of red located? On the doorframe. What is a door? A door is the place where the family enters and exits, the only place connecting the home to the outside world, the place where this home declares its belief and bears witness to it. 
Regarding the comparison between Spring Festival and Passover, there are actually many other fun facts. 
For example, the "Nian Monster" I mentioned earlier; in the legend, what it wanted to harm were livestock and children. And in the Passover story, what the angel of death was to strike was all the firstborn in Egypt, whether man or beast. 
Also, Chinese people do a major cleaning at home, a work of cleansing, for Spring Festival. And Passover is together with the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which also involve the work of doing a major cleaning in the home.
The reunion dinner for Spring Festival must have the whole family neatly together. And the Passover dinner also requires the whole family to be neatly together. Among the things eaten at dinner, Chinese people have unleavened flour foods, such as dumplings, rice cakes, etc. And among Jewish foods, there is also the famous unleavened bread. 
Of course, for all these comparisons, there are opposing voices. For example, regarding the hanging of red couplets, God does not seem to have commanded the Jews to smear blood on the doorframe in future Passovers, yet Chinese people paste these couplets every year. However, I don't have time to discuss these things one by one. 

As of today, while I am standing here, what message do I wish to convey? Is it because the Chinese Lunar New Year is coming, I should take this opportunity to let the Western brothers and sisters, and the Persian brothers and sisters, understand Chinese culture a bit more? Is that it? 
Many years ago, it was Mother’s Day. I led worship that Sunday. Before the worship started that morning, I said to the congregation, today is Mother's Day, I wish our sisters a Happy Mother's Day. So, today the theme for our gathering is "Mother", right? Then the people started applauding for the mothers. After they quieted down, then I said, brothers and sisters, you are wrong. This morning, the theme for our gathering today is still "Jesus Christ." Because, every Sunday, the theme of our gathering for worship is always the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Triune God. 
Similarly, today our theme is not the Chinese Lunar New Year; our theme is still Jesus Christ. Today, we come here still to worship Him, still to seek His will, understand His will, and obey His will. 
Today, I did not reach a conclusion saying "oh, 1300 years ago, after the Israelites left Egypt, some of them went to China and became the ancestors of the Chinese." Well, I did not reach such a conclusion. 
The Bible, in Exodus, records that when the Israelites left Egypt, there was “a rabble of non-Israelites” among them.
[Exodus 12:37] That night the people of Israel left Rameses and started for Succoth. There were about 600,000 men,   plus all the women and children.
[Exodus 12:38] A rabble of non-Israelites went with them, along with great flocks and herds of livestock.
Even so, I didn’t say "the descendants of that rabble of non-Israelites among them later went to China and became the ancestors of the Chinese." I did not reach such a conclusion, because such a conclusion requires a lot of historical verification. 
This morning, what I want to share with everyone is, please let me quote a passage the Apostle Paul spoke at the Areopagus, in some translations, Mars Hill, in Athens, it was the site of a high court for criminal trial, also the top academic venue of that time, Paul was speaking to the top scholars of that time. This is what he said, Acts 17:24-31,
26.  From one man He(talking about God) created all the nations throughout the whole earth. He decided beforehand when they should rise and fall, and he determined their boundaries.
27.  “His purpose was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him—though he is not far from any one of us.
28.  For in him we live and move and exist. As some of your   own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
29.  And since this is true, we shouldn’t think of God as an idol designed by craftsmen from gold or silver or stone.
30.  “God overlooked people’s ignorance about these things in earlier times, but now he commands everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and turn to him.
31.  For he has set a day for judging the world with justice by the man he has appointed, and he proved to everyone who this is by raising him from the dead.”
Jews, Chinese, Persians, Canadians, they live "throughout the whole earth," "their rise and fall, their boundaries " are different, their languages, customs, and heritage are different, but somehow, our paths did cross, by some mysterious force, there are some things among us are the same, because the God who created us is the same God. God’s “purpose was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him—though he is not far from any one of us.”
Ever since our ancestors Adam and Eve, rebelled against God's will and ate the fruit from the "tree of the knowledge of good and evil," humanity became as Satan said, "like God, knowing both good and evil." 
[Genesis 3:5] God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.
Since then, earth is filled with “gods”, "gods" who think they know both good and evil. They disagree with each other, accuse each other, and try to make each other to submit to their ideas, until today.
Israelis say to Palestinians, "I know what is good and what is evil." Palestinians say to Israelis, "I know what is good and what is evil." Then they start fighting each other.
ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) says to TDS (Trump derangement syndrome), "I know both good and evil." TDS says to ICE, "I know both good and evil." Then they start attacking each other. 
Russia says to Ukraine, "I know what is good and what is evil." Ukraine says to Russia, "I know what is good and what is evil." Then they start slaughtering each other. 
But this is not God’s will. What is God's will? Ephesians Chapter 1 says, 
[Ephesians 1:9] God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan.
[Ephesians 1:10] And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on earth.
There is a word in Greek I want you to pay attention to here. When Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones explained this verse, he pointed out that this sentence has a key prefix in the original Greek, ana, which means "again." Therefore, " bring everything together" more accurately means "re-unite" or "re-head." 
This implies that the universe and all things were once united and harmonious, all under the authority of Christ. But this harmony was later broken, and God's plan now is to bring all this back under the authority of Christ again, restoring the original order and harmony. 
This includes what is "in heaven," referring to those good angels who did not fall and didn’t leave their positions. What is "on earth" refers to all believers in Christ, Jews and Gentile. "everything" refers to the created natural world, including the earth, animals, plants, etc. 
"bring everything together under the authority of Christ." means God wants to eliminate all division and chaos brought about by sin. Christ will be the King of all. This is the end of history, and also the glorious hope of Christians. 
And today, brothers and sisters, we come from different places, speaking different languages, belonging to different ethnic groups, each having different customs. But according to "His mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to fulfill His own good plan," in today's Canada, in this place of West Vancouver, He will "bring everything together under the authority of Christ." 
In another word, God leads us to walk together on this same journey, in Canada, in West Vancouver, to build a church that can transcend cultures (multi-cultural), and can be passed down from generation to generation (inter-generational).
This is not a not-so-easy thing, but we have a not-so-ordinary God. Today, as we celebrate this interesting Chinese Lunar New Year together, may His kingdom come, His will be done. 

Closing Prayer 
Dear Heavenly Father, At this moment when the Lunar New Year is approaching, we ask You to lead us through that smear of red on the doorframe, through those ancient stories and legends, to let us see that true blessing and peace come from You, the God who created the universe and made all nations and peoples; come from the Lamb who shed His precious blood for us on the cross; and come from the Holy Spirit who has preserved our spiritual ancestors throughout history until today. 
Lord, now according to Your predetermined good pleasure, You gather us, Your children from different backgrounds and speaking different languages, here. You give us a new identity redeemed in Christ. May You remove from our midst all divisions born of cultural differences and language barriers, so that we truly "gather together in one" in Christ, restoring the harmonious order under Your authority. 
We ask You to personally build this cross-cultural church, so that we may pass it down from generation to generation, transcending ethnic boundaries, with one heart and one mind, becoming a witness that glorifies You in this generation. 
We pray in the victorious name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. 
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