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Trinity United Church
February 22, 2026
First Sunday of Lent
“A Place at Christ’s Table”








Land Acknowledgement
In this Lenten season of repentance when we acknowledge what is broken in our lives and in our world, we acknowledge how the Christian Church contributed to the abuse of Indigenous Peoples. We repent and seek a new way forward.  We honour the Anishinabek, Haudenosaunee, Ojibwe and other original nations who have cared for this land from time immemorial and we celebrate the current contributions of Indigenous people within our community. May we learn together how to live in harmony with one another and with the Earth.

God Welcomes Each One of Us with Loving Grace

Lighting the Christ Candle (inspired by Christine LeBlanc)
May this light bring comfort to those who suffer.  May it be visible to those who are in need. May it light the way through times of uncertainty.  May it draw each one of us closer to the love of God we know through Christ.

Introit - TLUS #108 “Still My Soul” (X2)

Centering Time

Opening Prayer 
Loving God, may this time of worship help us to reconnect with all that is holy.  May it offer a space to slow down, to ponder, to pray, to cherish, to be. May your Spirit fill us with wisdom, with courage, with compassion and with peace. May we be empowered for Christ-like living today and always. Amen.

Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity

Opening Hymn: TLUS #139 “Love Over Hate”

Prayer of Confession and Candle-Extinguishing

One: Lent is an opportunity for a spiritual Spring cleaning.
Two: It is a time to say we are sorry for the things we have done and the things we have not done that have hurt ourselves, others, God or the world.
One:  Today, we offer our “I’m sorry” prayers for the Church.
Two: We are sorry when we have not been as welcoming and inclusive as we could be.
One: We are sorry when we say the right things on Sundays but don’t live them out seven days a week.
Two: We are sorry when we look for the easy way not the faithful way.
One: We are sorry when we are not open to the ways your Spirit may be moving amongst us.
Two: We extinguish this candle, grieving the ways in which the Church has not lived up to our calling.

Extinguish first purple candle

Two: Let us sing of God’s mercy.

Sung Response: MV #68 “Kyrie Eleison” (in Greek and English)

Words of Assurance: 
Friends, hear the Good News: the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting. We are a forgiven people.  Thanks be to God.

Theme Conversation (Children’s Time): “A Cup and Plate”

Hymn: VU # 115 “Jesus Tempted in the Desert”

God Speaks to Us with Peace and Assurance 

Prayer for Illumination 
Loving God, as we listen again to the stories of our faith tradition, pour out the power of your Spirit so that your wisdom may take root in our lives and show us the ways through the wildernesses of life.  Amen.

Scripture: Matthew 4: 1-11

Prayer Psalm 55 (as paraphrased by Nan Merrill)

Special Music -GOSPEL MEDLEY”  anon
TRINITY ACAPELLA CHOIR

Message: “A Place at Christ’s Table”

Hymn - TLUS #23 “For Everyone Born"

 God Supports and Lifts Us



Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
Throughout the Lenten season, we seek to examine our lives faithfully and to reorient ourselves towards God.  Part of that examination  includes how we use the resources at our disposal.  Are we using our time for purposes that are life-enhancing? Is our money serving our families, our community and the world? Do we have gifts and talents which we might be more fully offering as a blessing to the community? Much, dare I say, most, of our service happens outside these walls in all the places that our daily lives take us.  Yet, for many of us, that service is sustained by the work of this faith community.  If that is true for you, and you are financially able, we welcome your donations to support our work. You may make an offering online by e-transfer to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca, you can place cash or cheques in the offering baskets at either entrance or  you can contact the church office to sign up to donate monthly through PAR.  f this is your first donation, please make sure we have your name and address and email address (if available) for tax receipt purposes.  Thank you for all the ways you support us with your time, your talents and your financial resources.  With grateful hearts we pray: 

Creator God, may the sharing of our gifts of time, talent and treasure both within and beyond the church bring encouragement, strength and peace to all how need care.  May our living, each in our own small way, bear witness to your love and peace. Amen.

Invitation to Communion 
Here at Trinity, anyone who wishes to share in communion is welcome to do so.  If you would prefer to remain in your seats, that’s okay too. And if you would prefer to come forward for a blessing rather than communion, please indicate that by crossing your arms.  The cups are filled with unfermented grape juice not wine to include children and those who live with addictions.  If you need or want a gluten free alternative to the bread, there is a separate plate with its own set of tongs on the table and you are invited to serve yourself so we can minimize the risk of getting bread crumbs in the gluten free option. You will be invited to come forward via this aisle, receive a piece of bread and a cup of juice, eat and drink, and then leave the cup in the trays before returning to your pew via the other aisle. Now let us gather our hearts in prayer.

Communion Prayer (modified from a prayer by Anna Constantin)

One: Listen. Pay attention. In the hustle and bustle, in the chatter and cacophony of chaos, in the pauses between our words, God is here among us.  Let us open our senses and hearts to God.
All: We open them to God, to one another, and to all of creation.
One: Let us take a moment and a breath to give thanks to God.
All: And we breathe out in gratitude, praising God.
One: We pause and give thanks, to you, Creator of us all. ...

Sharing Communion

Prayer After Communion and Lord’s Prayer
Loving God, thank you for meeting us here at Christ’s table. May the spiritual food we have received give us the strength we need for the road ahead.  May the community we have shared remind us that we are not alone along the way.  We ask all this as part of the world wide church praying together: Our Father …

Closing Hymn - VU # 108 “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”

Commissioning 
As we travel this Lenten journey, may we know that God leads and guides us.  As we travel this Lenten journey, may we find new strength through the example of Jesus.  As we travel this Lenten journey, may the Holy Spirit inspire us towards deeper peace and harmony in our hearts, in our homes and in our world.

Benediction 
May God bless you and keep you.  May God’s face shine upon you and give you peace. Today and forevermore. Amen.

Choral Blessing - “Go Now in Peace” by Don Besig

 Music to Inspire our Serving
************************************************************************
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