
LENT 1 
February 21-22, 2026 

Sat 5PM/Sunday 9:30am Live 
Stream/Gilbert 

Order of Worship 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE: 
 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 
 
TEMPE SPECIAL MUSIC: Be Thou My Vision, Ringing Praise 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God and one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
We confess to you, most loving God, 
Our sin that both binds and scatters us. 
We have questioned your gracious power again and again. 
We have given into temptation. 
We have acted out of fear. 
In our disbelief and confusion we have hurt our neighbors and ourselves. 
Gather us back to you. 
Forgive us, free us, and make us whole 
for the sake of your son Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 



Beloved friends of God, 
Jesus came not to condemn the world  
but that all might be saved through him. 
In the name of + Christ your sin is forgiven. 
May God unbind your guilt and shame, 
lead you by the Spirit, 
and bring you to wholeness in abundant life. 
Amen. 
© Church Anew. Used with Permission.  

 
 
GATHERING SONG: Come As You Are 
 
Verse 1  
Come out of sadness from wherever you've been 
Come broken-hearted let rescue begin 
Come find your mercy O sinner come kneel 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
 
Chorus 
(So) Lay down your burdens lay down your shame 
All who are broken lift up your face 
O wanderer come home 
You're not too far 
So lay down your hurt lay down your heart 
Come as you are 
 
Verse 2 
There's hope for the hopeless 
And all those who've strayed 
Come sit at the table come taste the grace 
There's rest for the weary 
Rest that endures 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure 
 
Bridge 
Come as you are 
Fall in His arms 
Come as you are 
 
Verse 3 
There's joy for the morning O sinner be still 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
 
Ending 
Come as you are 
Come as you are 
Come as you are 
 
Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher 
CCLI Song #7017790 
© 2014 Ariose Music; sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music Ltd; Valley Of Songs Music; 
worshiptogether.com songs 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #1031974 

 
 
GREETING: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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LENT KYRIE: Unbound (Longing for Wholeness)
 
Chorus 
We’re bound by fear and bound by pain, 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, make us whole and break our chains, 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Please bring us back  
and give us clean hearts, O God. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

 
Verse: (Leader Only) 
We chase lives that promise gain, 
and follow paths that leave us worn and strained; 
Meet us, Lord, come to our aid, 
Restore our hearts, this in Your Name we pray: 
 
 
Ó Text & Music: Joni Van Rossum 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
God our Creator, 
We long for wholeness in our hearts and in our lives. 
When we are tempted by quick fixes or twisted promises, 
remind us that true sustenance, protection, and power is found only in you. 
Lead us by your Spirit to rest confidently in your love. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands  
(Sunday Tempe/Gilbert) 
 
Verse 1 
He's got the whole world in His hands 
He's got the whole world in His hands 
He's got the whole world in His hands 
He's got the whole world in His hands 
 

Verse 3/4/5 
He's got you and me brother in His hands 
He's got you and me sister in His hands 
He's got ev'rybody here in His hands 
He's got the whole world in His hands 

 
 
 
 
TEMPE SPECIAL MUSIC: Psalm of Repentance, Sanctuary Choir

Sat 5pm Tempe: NO Children’s Message 
Sunday Tempe & Gilbert: Sing at all services 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST LESSON: Psalm 32 (Responsively) 
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
 and whose sin is put away! 
2 Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 
 and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
 because of my groaning all day long. 
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
 my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
 when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 
8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
 I will guide you with my eye.  
9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
 who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.” 
10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
 but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 
11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 
 shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
 
Refrain: 
In this time of ache and pain, 
we seek your light to guide our way 
Christ who calls us to the cross, 

only You bring peace through loss, 
O Word of life, revealed to us. 
 
© Text & Music: Joni Van Rossum, 2025
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GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11
1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and 
forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you 
will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’ ”8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON: 

“Jesus Take the Wheel” 
Pastor Andrea Cain 

(Sunday Tempe) 

“Waiting in the Wilderness” 
Pastor Thaddeus Book 

(Sat 5pm/Gilbert) 
 
 
SONG OF THE DAY: ELW 793 Be Thou My Vision 
 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 

raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 
4 High King of heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven's joys, bright heaven's Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM: Sofia Cholico (Sunday Tempe only) 
 
PRESENTATION: 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the 
life of the world. 
  
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
Sofia baptized into Christ? 
PARENTS SAY: I do. 
 
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: to live with her among God's faithful people, bring them to the word of 
God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 
Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and 
prayer, so that your her may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and 
deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
  
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
PARENTS SAY: I do. 
 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Sofia in the Christian faith as you are empowered 
by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with 
the church? 
SPONSORS SAY: I do. 
  
People of God, do you promise to support Sofia and pray for her in her new life in 
Christ? 
ALL: We do. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH: 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
Church, the faith in which we baptize. Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, 
and all his empty promises? 
PARENTS AND SPONSORS SAY:  I do. 
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Do you believe in God the Father? 
ALL:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
ALL:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
ALL:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT: 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the 
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 
you. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.    
ALL: Amen. 
 
BAPTISM: 
Sofia Cholico, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, +  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL: Amen. 
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Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
  
Sustain Sofia with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
ALL: Amen. 
  
Sofia, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross 
of Christ forever. 
ALL: Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
ALL:  We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED: (Sat 5pm/Gilbert) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 
and its needs. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Help all resist temptation and to worship 
and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence 
with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace to 
all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or isolated. 
(Especially we pray for . . .) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all life, We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and for those who by 
now rest eternally in you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE: 
May the peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We share a word of peace with our neighbors. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING: 
The grace of Christ calls us to lives of gratitude and generosity. In Jesus Christ we are 
given new life. Let us celebrate this life by giving generously to the work of God’s 
redeeming love. 
 
The Hunger Jar is a love offering and is designated for Tempe:  Kyrene Resource Center Hygiene 
Products; Gilbert:  ELCA World Hunger 
 
You are invited to share your gifts in worship while others give electronically at www.desertcross.org 
with the giving button, text giving, or by QR code. We give thanks for all the ways you support God’s 
mission of outreach through Desert Cross that changes lives for the sake of the gospel

 
OFFERING SONG: Abide
 
Verse 1 
For my waking breath 
For my daily bread 
I depend on You 
I depend on You 
For the sun to rise 
For my sleep at night 
I depend on You 
I depend on You 
 
Chorus 1 
You’re the way the truth and the life 
You’re the well that never runs dry 
I’m the branch and You are the vine 
Draw me close and teach me to abide 
 
Verse 2 
Where the Spirit leads 
As I’m following 
I depend on You 

I depend on You 
For the victories 
Still in front of me 
I depend on You 
I depend on You 
 
Chorus 2 
You’re the way the truth and the life 
You’re the well that never runs dry 
I’m the branch and You are the vine 
Draw me close and teach me to abide 
Be my strength my song in the night 
Be my all my treasure my prize 
I am Yours forever You're mine 
Draw me close and teach me to abide 
 
Aaron Keyes, Aaron Williams, Jake Fauber 
CCLI Song #7168160 
© Aaronwilliamsmusic; Integrity Worship Music; WellWithYouMusic 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #1031974 

 
 
  

http://www.desertcross.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER: 
Gracious God, 
in this season of Lent, we bring our offerings to you.  
Receive these gifts as signs of our desire for wholeness and renewal,  
trusting that you make us complete by your love.  
May all we give and all we do  
reflect your healing presence in our lives and in the world.  
Amen. 
 
 
HOLY COMMUNION: 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: 
God of our weary years and silent tears, 
you guide us into the path of love and light. 
You sent your chosen servant  

to preach good news, 

to break bread with all people, 
and to make us free in Christ. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it and gave it to his disciples saying, Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, 
this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
LORD’S PRAYER:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION:  
This is Christ’s table. There is a place for you. 
All are welcome. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION:  
Come forward to receive the bread and a cup of wine/juice. Alert an usher for 
communion in your seat. All are welcome. 
 
LAMB OF GOD: ELW p.208 - Lamb of God (Setting 10) 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS: ELW 338 Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
 
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I long to take my stand; 
the shadow of a mighty rock 
within a weary land, 
a home within a wilderness, 
a rest upon the way, 
from the burning of the noontide heat 
and burdens of the day. 
 
2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 
my eye at times can see 
the very dying form of one 
who suffered there for me. 
And from my contrite heart, with tears, 

two wonders I confess: 
the wonder of his glorious love 
and my unworthiness. 
 
3 I take, O cross, your shadow 
for my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine than 
the sunshine of his face; 
content to let the world go by, 
to know no gain nor loss, 
my sinful self my only shame, 
my glory all, the cross. 
 
Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869 
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Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me 
 
Verse 1  
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom 
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace 
 
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to his 
Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 
Verse 2 
The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side the Saviour he will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need his power is displayed 
 
To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley he will lead 
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 
Verse 3 
No fate I dread I know I am forgiven 
The future sure the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And he was raised to overthrow the grave 

 
To this I hold my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 
Verse 4 
With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For he has said that he will bring me home 
And day by day I know he will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
 
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to him 
When the race is complete  
still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 
Ending 
When the race is complete  
still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 
Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, Rich Thompson 
CCLI Song #7121852 
© 2018 CityAlight Music; Farren Love And War Publishing; Integrity's Alleluia! Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #1031974 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER:  
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
You have met us at this table with Christ’s body and blood. Send us now into the world 
as signs of your unbound presence, seeking the wholeness of the kingdom of God, and 
inviting all who hunger to come and see your glory. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BENEDICTION:  
Almighty God,  
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG: I Surrender All (vs. 1-4) 
 
Verse 1 
All to Jesus I surrender 
All to Him I freely give 
I will ever love and trust Him 
In His presence daily live 
 
Chorus 
I surrender all 
I surrender all 
All to Thee my blessed Savior 
I surrender all 
 
Verse 2 
All to Jesus I surrender 
Humbly at His feet I bow 
Worldly pleasures all forsaken 
Take me Jesus take me now 
 

Verse 3 
All to Jesus I surrender 
Make me Savior wholly Thine 
Let me feel the Holy Spirit 
Truly know that Thou art mine 
 
Verse 4 
All to Jesus I surrender 
Lord I give myself to Thee 
Fill me with Thy love and power 
Let Thy blessing fall on me 
 
Judson Wheeler Van DeVenter, Winfield Scott Weeden 
CCLI Song #23189 
© Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #1031974

DISMISSAL: 
P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE: 
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Thank you  
for supporting the Desert Cross mission.   
Here are the ways you can donate today: 

ONLINE GIVING: 
 

 
 

Get your smart phone 
and scan the QR-code 

with your phone camera 

SECURE TEXT GIVING: 
Text “GIVE” to 
833-636-1502 

USPS: 
8600 S. McClintock Drive 

Tempe, AZ 85284 

 
 


