
 

 

 

 
Holy Communion 
With Imposition of Ashes 

7pm 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. 
Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, 

the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey 
through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray 

for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our 
baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 



*Indicates Please Stand 
 

GATHERING MUSIC           JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA (ELW 592)  

 

WELCOME & INVOCATION 
 

PSALM 51 RESPONSIVE READING 
 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot out 
my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are justified 
when you speak and right in your judgment.    
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother's womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep 
within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.    
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.    



13Let me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be restored to you. 
14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing of your 
righteousness. 
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. You are not pleased with burnt 
offering. 
17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not 
despise. 

 

KYRIE   

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all 
who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we 
may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
READINGS              ISAIAH 58:1-12
          

     1 Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the 
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 
 
 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4 Look, you  
fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today 
will not make your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble 
oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you 
call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the 
bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break 
every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into 
your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 
kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 



 
   9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I 
am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if 
you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise 
in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you continually, 
and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a 
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12 Your ancient ruins shall be 
rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer 
of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

 
              CORINTHIANS 5:20b-6:10 
 

     20b We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
 6:1 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 
vain. 2 For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I 
have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3 We are 
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as 
servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, 
hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful 
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 
left; 8 in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet 
are true; 9 as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, 
and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL READING – Please Stand              MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21
     

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 
by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
  

     2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
 
     5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in 
the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 



 
  16 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting 
may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
 
  19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 
where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

SERMON                        PASTOR DAVID YOUNG      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN OF THE DAY             ONLY BY GRACE
                                  

 

 
 
 
Text: Gerrit Gustafson Music: Only by Grace Gerrit Gustafson ©1990 Integrity’s Hosanna Music (ASCAP all rights reserved International © secured 
 

 



INVITATION TO LENT 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus'  
passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 
 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God's mercy. We 
are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in 
harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and 
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 
 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists 
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline 
of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of 
love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through 
these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection. 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

            Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We 
hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep 
score in our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord.  Amen. 
Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 

through ☩ Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES        

(People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.) 

SONG            
“AGNUS DEI” 

                                      Music and lyrics; Michael W. Smith 
                   © 1990 Sony/ATV Milene Music   
             Administrators Sony/ATV Music Publishing 

                     

 
After those who desire ashes have received them, all may sit, and the minister continues. 

 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, that we may show forth your glory in 
the world.  By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, bring us with all your saints to 
the joy of his resurrection. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God”. And the response will be “Your mercy is great.” 



 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
 
OFFERING 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 

 

——— MEAL ——— 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORD OF INSTITUTION 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

As the ushers lead you, you are invited to come forward to receive communion elements.  Once 

received, you are invited to return to your seat and commune. 

 

 

 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION -PIANO REFLECTIONS, KRISTAL CUTLER   
        
CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 

in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN        ABIDE WITH ME (ELW #629) 

   
 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 

 

 
 

MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP SERIES 
Walking Wet; 

 
Living Our Baptism  from Ashes to Alleluias 

We don’t graduate from baptism. We walk wet each day; claimed by grace, cleaned in water, 
changed by God’s promises, and called to serve God and each other. 

 
 

            Wednesday, March 4 
5:30pm Lenten Dinner/Conversation 

7pm Lenten Midweek Worship 
“We are Claimed” 

 
           Wednesday, March 11  
5:30pm Lenten Dinner/Conversation 

7pm Lenten Midweek Worship  
“We are Cleaned” 

 
           Wednesday, March 18  
5:30pm Lenten Dinner/Conversation 

7pm Lenten Midweek Worship  
“We are Changed” 

 
          Wednesday, March 25 
5:30pm Lenten Dinner/Conversation 

7pm Lenten Midweek Worship  
“We are Called” 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL 
  
Rev. Dr. David N. Young, Pastor  pastordave@bethelwinchester.com 
  
 

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music       music@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Edie Donovan, Parish Nurse    emcgoff@gmail.com 
 

George W. Donovan, Sr., Director of Safety   security@bethelwinchester.com 
and Security  
 

Shawn Garner, Facility Management   facility@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Financial or Giving Questions    office@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Matt Meade & Lexy Grymala Nursery Managers  office@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry    youth@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Nina Davis, Office Manager    office@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Patty White, Parish Custodian    annwhite54@aol.com 
  

 

Council Executive Committee 
 

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-9142, EMAIL jnanlafollette@gmail.com 
 
CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-305-7529,EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com 
 
MATT LYMAN, SECRETARY &COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL matt.lyman@bethelwinchester.com 
 
LYNDA GRYMALA, TREASURER & FINANCE TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-222-9408,  EMAIL lynda.grymala@bethelwinchester.com 
 
DAVID YOUNG, PASTOR  
 

          COUNCIL GENERAL MEMBERS 
 
 
MEL SIEBERT, EMAIL MEL.SIEBERT@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
LEEANNE MARPLE EMAIL LEEANNE.MARPLE@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
RENE HOLLEBRANDSE, MINISTRY TEAM EMAIL C.J.HOLLEBRANDSE@GMAIL.COM    
 
SHARI FLETCHER EMAIL: SHARI.FLETCHER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
ROB CUTLER EMAIL: ROB.CUTLER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 

 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
www.bethelwinchester.com 
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