Discipleship Guide: Serve Joyfully

Focus:

Jesus shows us that service is not a burden placed on us, but a way
of life shaped by love. Serving joyfully flows from humility and
compassion. This week invites us to notice where service has
become heavy or transactional and to rediscover how Christ meets
us with purpose and grace as we serve in love.

Day 1: Jesus Redefines Greatness

Scripture: Matthew 2:26-28 (CEB)

But that's not the way it will be with you. Whoever wants to be great
among you will be your servant. Whoever wants to be first among you
will be your slave— just as the Human One didn’t come to be served but
rather to serve and to give his life to liberate many people.”
Reflection:

Jesus challenges the way we often understand greatness. Instead of
power, control, or recognition, He points to service as the defining
shape of a faithful life. This is not about diminishing ourselves, but
about aligning our lives with the way of Christ. When service flows
from love rather than comparison or obligation, it becomes
meaningful and life-giving.

Questions:

How do you usually define success or greatness?

What does Jesus' definition invite you to reconsider?

What is one small way you can choose service over status today?
Prayer:

Gracious God, help me see greatness the way Jesus does. Free me
from striving for power, control, status, or recognition and shape
my heart for humble service. Amen.

Day 2: Learning from Jesus’ Example

Scripture: John 13:1-17

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash
each other’s feet. | have given you an example: Just as | have done, you
also must do. - John 13:14-15 (CEB)

Reflection:

Jesus kneels to wash the disciples’ feet, offering a powerful picture
of love made visible. He does not ask His followers to serve in ways
He is unwilling to serve Himself. In this moment, Jesus shows that
service begins with humility.



Questions:

What stands out to you in Jesus' act of washing the disciples’ feet?
Where might God be inviting you to follow Jesus’ example more
closely?

What simple act of humility or care can you practice today?
Prayer:

Jesus, thank You for showing me what love looks like in action.
Teach me to follow your example and serve with humility and care.
Amen.

Day 3: Serving Christ in Other

Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46

Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done
it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have
done it for me.”- Matthew 25:40 (CEB)

Reflection:

Jesus teaches that caring for those in need is not separate from
faithfulness to Him. In this passage, acts of compassion become
moments of encounter with Christ Himself. Service is no longer
abstract or optional. It is deeply personal and relational. When we
serve others with care and dignity, we participate in Christ's
ongoing work of love in the world.

Questions:

Where do you notice need or vulnerability around you?

How does seeing Christ in others change how you think about
service?

Who is one person or group you can intentionally serve or
encourage today?

Prayer:

Christ, Open my eyes to see You in the people around me.

Help me serve with compassion, respect, and faithfulness.
Amen.

Day 4: Living out Service in our Daily Life

Scripture: Romans 12:14—21

If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink. -
Romans 12:20a (CEB)

Reflection:

Paul describes a way of life shaped by love, patience, and humility.
Service is not limited to formal acts of helping. It includes how we
speak, respond, forgive, and seek peace. Serving joyfully often
means choosing compassion over retaliation and kindness over
control.



Questions:

Which part of this passage feels most challenging for you right now?
How might serving others include the way you respond to conflict or
tension?

What response can you choose today that reflects patience, peace,
or kindness?

Prayer:

God of grace, help me live with patience and compassion. Shape my
responses to people so they reflect Your love, even when it is
difficult. Amen.

Day 5: Serving from the Gifts We’ve Been Given

Scripture: 1 Peter 4:9-10 (CEB)

Open your homes to each other without complaining. 10 And serve each
other according to the gift each person has received, as good managers
of God'’s diverse gifts.

Reflection:

Scripture reminds us that each of us has been entrusted with gifts
meant to be shared. Serving joyfully does not mean doing
everything, but faithfully offering what we have. When service flows
from our God-given gifts, it often feels more natural and life-giving,
drawing us into deeper joy and purpose.

Questions:

What gifts or abilities has God placed in you?

How might you use them to serve others with intention and care?
What specific gift will you intentionally offer in service today?
Prayer:

God, thank You for the gifts You have entrusted to me.

Show me how to use them to serve with joy, and grant me the
ability to serve wanting nothing in return. Amen.

Closing Prayer:

Faithful God, thank You for meeting me in ordinary acts of care and
compassion. Teach me to serve with humility, patience, and joy. May
my life reflect the way of Christ and bring hope to those around me.
Amen.



