Series: These Three Things
Title: The Greatest of These Is Love
February is here, and Valentine’s Day is just around the corner. It’s the one time of the year when we’re reminded to show a little extra love and appreciation for the people we care about. Whether it’s buying your spouse something special, expressing your gratitude with kind words, or doing something meaningful together, there are plenty of ways to make this Valentine’s Day memorable.  (Couples Night)
But is that love?  Is Love just showing the person you care about that they matter one time a year? 
What is a biblical view of love?  According to the New Testament Greek Words
1. Agapē  – Unconditional, sacrificial love		
John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
· The highest and most emphasized form of love in the New Testament.
· Describes God’s love for humanity and the love believers are called to show others.
· It is selfless, giving, and not based on feelings but on choice and action.
2. Phileō  – Brotherly or affectionate love		
John 11:3 “So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”
· A love based on friendship, affection, and emotional connection.
· Often used to describe love between close friends or family.
3. Storgē  – Family love	(pronounced Store-gay)				
Romans 12:10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.
· Natural affection, especially between parents and children.
· This exact word is rarely used alone in the New Testament but appears in compound form.
4. Eros  – Romantic or passionate love			
Song of Solomon 1:9 I compare you, my love, to a mare (stallion) among Pharaoh's chariots. 10 Your cheeks are lovely with ornaments, your neck with strings of jewels.
· Refers to romantic, physical, or marital love.
· This specific Greek word does not appear in the New Testament.
· However, the concept is present, especially in:
· Song of Solomon
· Proverbs
· Teachings about marriage
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Love is Essential (surpasses all other virtues)
1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  
(Illustrate with cymbal)
This Scripture describes the truest form of love, which is love for God and humanity. It emphasizes a benevolent disposition of mind towards fellow Christians, stemming from sincere and fervent devotion to God.
To speak of the tongues of men and of angels.  
	Acts 2:4
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
In this event the tongues were actual various languages of those who had gathered in Jerusalem.  They began to speak in languages that were unlearned and those who were gathered there heard the gospel of Jesus proclaimed in their native language.  
The language was one of the many spiritual gifts given to the church with the purpose of furthering the gospel.  
So Paul is saying even though you have been given the gift to be able speak all languages, we could insert every spiritual gift in its place, if you don’t have love then your language (spiritual gift) is just a bunch of noise similar to a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
This is probably the most surprising that a person can have all faith (which is another spiritual gift) a faith so strong and powerful that mountains are moved by this faith… But without love then it is nothing. 
Your words can say one thing but God searches the intents of the heart. Jesus said it like this:
	Matthew 7:22-23
22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’
3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
A person may give generously and openly, yet lack a compassionate and charitable heart. 
The outward act of giving can come from the wrong motives. Pride, a desire for attention, or the belief that one is earning merit may lead someone to spend much on others, even though they have no real love for God or for people. (You can’t earn your spot in heaven by giving much)
Acts of kindness will bring no true benefit to us if they are not done in the right spirit—out of devotion, genuine love for God, and sincere goodwill toward others.
The phrase describes a person who is willing to suffer extreme persecution or death—even being burned alive—for a cause or belief.
In the early Christian world:
· Believers sometimes faced martyrdom for their faith.
· Some were executed by fire or other brutal methods.
So, the phrase refers to the ultimate act of sacrifice—giving one’s life.
Love Displays Godly Characteristics
 4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Here we are given a list of what love is and what love is not.  (Grade Your Love Worksheet)
I. What Love Is (Positive Characteristics)
1. Love is patient– Endures difficulties and people without quitting
2. Love is kind– Acts with goodness, compassion, and grace
3. Love bears all things– Protects, covers, and supports others
4. Love believes all things– Chooses trust rather than suspicion
5. Love hopes all things– Looks forward with confidence in God’s work
6. Love endures all things– Remains steadfast under pressure and trial
II. What Love Is Not (Negative Characteristics)
1. Love does not envy– Not jealous of others’ blessings
2. Love does not boast – Not self-promoting or prideful
3. Love is not arrogant – Not inflated with self-importance
4. Love is not rude – Not disrespectful or dishonoring
5. Love does not insist on its own way – Not selfish or controlling
6. Love is not irritable – Not easily angered
7. Love is not resentful – Keeps no record of wrongs

Love is Eternal
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 
Here we find that love is eternal, but the spiritual gifts such as prophecies, tongues and knowledge will one day not be needed.  They are not eternal. 
Think of why the spiritual gifts were given in the first place.  
	1 Corinthians 12:4-7
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
The gifts were given for the common good or for the edifying of the body of Christ, for the building up of the Church of Jesus Christ.  
However, in a future life, there will be no need for tongues, prophecy, or inspired knowledge because the church will be in a state of perfection, encompassing both knowledge and holiness. 
Think for a moment what prophecy is.  It is but a foretelling of what is to come. All biblical prophecy points towards the messiah’s first and second coming and the gathering of saints from the entire earth. 
So, we won’t need a prophet to tell us that He is coming for we will be in His presence with our glorified bodies.  Nor will we need to know about the coming judgements of God for they will have at that point been carried out completely.
Isaiah, Ezekiel and John all had been given prophetic visions of the throne of God, but we will be there with God. God will then be known in His entirety, as clearly and completely as glorified minds can comprehend. 
But love will continue because God will be there and the Bible says that “God is Love.” 
	1 John 4:7-8
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.
11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Love is Essential
Love Displays Godly Characteristics
Love is Eternal
What one practical step can I take this week to grow in love?
Prayer or Commitment:
“Lord, help me grow in true love—patient, kind, humble, and faithful in all things.”
































Love Self-Assessment Worksheet
(Based on the characteristics of biblical love)
Instructions: Read each statement and rate yourself based on how true it is in your daily life.
Rating Scale:
1 = Rarely true of me
2 = Sometimes true of me
3 = Often true of me
4 = Usually true of me
5 = Consistently true of me

I. What Love Is (Positive Characteristics)
	#
	Statement
	Score (1–5)

	1
	I am patient with difficult people and situations.
	____

	2
	I act with kindness, compassion, and grace toward others.
	____

	3
	I support and protect others when they are weak or struggling.
	____

	4
	I choose to trust others rather than assume the worst.
	____

	5
	I maintain hope and confidence in God’s work in people.
	____

	6
	I remain steadfast and faithful even in trials or pressure.
	____


Positive Subtotal: ______ / 30

II. What Love Is Not (Negative Characteristics)
	#
	Statement
	Score (1–5)

	7
	I am not jealous of others’ blessings or success.
	____

	8
	I do not boast or seek recognition for myself.
	____

	9
	I am humble and not inflated with self-importance.
	____

	10
	I treat others with respect and honor.
	____

	11
	I am willing to yield and not insist on my own way.
	____

	12
	I am slow to anger and not easily irritated.
	____

	13
	I forgive others and do not keep a record of wrongs.
	____


Negative Subtotal: ______ / 35
Total Love Score
Add all scores together:
Total: ______ ÷ 65

Score Guide
	Score Range
	Description

	55–65
	Strong expression of love in daily life

	45–54
	Growing, but needs attention in some areas

	30–44
	Inconsistent; intentional growth needed

	Below 30
	Major areas of love need development



Reflection Questions
1. Which area of love is strongest in my life?
2. Which area needs the most growth?





















Sermon Outline
Series: These Three Things
Title: The Greatest of These Is Love

Text: 1 Corinthians 13:1–13

Introduction: Love in the Air
· February and Valentine’s Day remind us to show love.
· Gifts, kind words, and special moments are common expressions.
· Question:
· Is love just something we show once a year?
· What is a biblical view of love?

I. The Biblical Meanings of Love
1. Agapē – Unconditional, sacrificial love
· John 3:16
· Highest form of love in the New Testament.
· Selfless, giving, based on choice—not feelings.
2. Phileō – Brotherly or affectionate love
· John 11:3
· Love of friendship and emotional connection.
3. Storgē – Family love
· Romans 12:10
· Natural affection between family members.
4. Eros – Romantic or passionate love
· Song of Solomon 1:9–10
· Romantic and marital love.
· Concept present though the word isn’t used in the New Testament.

II. Love Is Essential (1 Corinthians 13:1–3)
1. Without love, spiritual gifts are just noise
· Verse 1: Tongues without love = clanging cymbal.
· Illustration: Cymbal noise.
· Even powerful gifts are empty without love.
2. Without love, great faith means nothing
· Verse 2: Faith that moves mountains is nothing without love.
· Matthew 7:22–23
· God looks at the heart, not just the actions.
3. Without love, great sacrifice gains nothing
· Verse 3: Giving everything—even one’s life—without love profits nothing.
· Motives matter.
· You cannot earn heaven through acts alone.
Key truth:
Love is more important than gifts, faith, or sacrifice.

III. Love Displays Godly Characteristics (1 Corinthians 13:4–7)
A. What Love Is
1. Patient – Endures without quitting.
2. Kind – Shows compassion and grace.
3. Bears all things – Protects and supports.
4. Believes all things – Chooses trust.
5. Hopes all things – Looks forward with confidence.
6. Endures all things – Stays faithful under pressure.
B. What Love Is Not
1. Not envious – Not jealous.
2. Not boastful – Not self-promoting.
3. Not arrogant – Not prideful.
4. Not rude – Not disrespectful.
5. Not self-seeking – Doesn’t insist on its own way.
6. Not irritable – Not easily angered.
7. Not resentful – Keeps no record of wrongs.
Application:
· (Grade Your Love Worksheet)
· Compare our love to God’s definition.

IV. Love Is Eternal (1 Corinthians 13:8–13)
1. Spiritual gifts are temporary
· Prophecies, tongues, and knowledge will pass away.
· Given for the building up of the church.
· 1 Corinthians 12:4–7
2. A future state of perfection is coming
· No need for prophecy when Christ is present.
· No need for partial knowledge when we know fully.
· We will see Him face to face.
3. Love will remain forever
· God is love (1 John 4:7–8).
· Faith, hope, and love remain.
· The greatest of these is love.

Conclusion (Three Key Truths)
1. Love is essential.
2. Love displays godly characteristics.
3. Love is eternal.

Personal Application
Question:
· What one practical step can I take this week to grow in love?
Prayer  “Lord, help me grow in true love—patient, kind, humble, and faithful in all things.”
We are so glad you’ve joined us this morning as we bring our “These Three Things” sermon series to a close. Today we turn our attention to the greatest of them all—love. Throughout this series we have explored faith, hope, and love, but Scripture makes it clear that love stands above the rest.
Jesus taught that the greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and the second is like it: to love our neighbor as ourselves. Love, therefore, is the most important of the three. Love is not only something God shows; love is part of who He is. The Bible tells us that God is love, and everything He does flows from that nature.
When we learn to love as He loves, we reflect His character to the world. Love is the evidence of a transformed heart, the bond that holds faith and hope together, and the mark of a true follower of Christ. As we conclude this series, may we not only talk about love, but live it out in our homes, our church, and our community.
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