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Last week we began this series, Deadly Sins – Confronting Sins That Kill Quietly. A look at the 7 things that scripture says the Lord DESTESTS! 
· Proverbs 6:16-19
16 There are six things the Lord hates—no, seven things he detests: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that kill the innocent, 18 a heart that plots evil, feet that race to do wrong, 19 a false witness who pours out lies, a person who sows discord in a family.

We opened last week talking about how some of the greatest dangers to our faith do not arrive loudly, but they come quietly. We spoke to how these are not just the obvious sins either, but the subtle ones. The sins we excuse, rename, or hide behind good intentions. These are the tolerated sins; the ones that slip into the heart, disguise themselves as strength, wisdom, or maturity, but are slowly poisoning the soul. The enemy rarely destroys a believer by pushing them off a cliff, but more often, he wears them down by letting them drift. 

Last week we looked at the list of the “7 Deadly Sins” that has been out since the 4th Century: Those of pride, envy, anger, gluttony, lust, greed, and sloth. In the sixth century, Pope Gregory the Great identified and described these seven vices, as negative character traits that, if left unchecked, would give birth to many other sins and ultimately lead to spiritual ruin.

Though he is correct, and this list is helpful, we need to understand that scripture never labels these as “the seven deadly sins.”, nor is the term” 7 deadly sins” used in scripture. As we see in our main scripture, there are 7 sins that are an abomination to God and are deadly in their own right. 
· As a reminder, with this series, we are not comparing sins as if one is worse than the other, because we know that ALL sin is deadly.
· Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death

But we are going to look at this list in Proverbs, and here’s a little bonus...We’re going to actually hear of 1 extra one next week that will be brought to us from Bro Dennis to ensure we aren’t harboring these sins on our heart unknowingly. 

Last week we mentioned to prepare ourselves, to, as Proverbs 4:23 says, “Guard our heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life!” 
Over the next few weeks, we’ll be looking in our hearts, not to shame us, but to awaken us. Not to condemn, but to call us back to life, holiness, and freedom in Christ. Why, because what we ignore today will enslave us tomorrow, and what we confront in the light, God is faithful to heal today! 
The prayer we ought to be praying during this series, and always for that matter is be that of...Psalm 139:23 - Search me, O God, and know my heart…

Now briefly, before we get into the 1st sin on this list, why does God allow the King Solomon to compile this dedicated list, and why are these 7 listed over other sins...?
· If we look back at Proverbs 16:2 “People may be pure in their own eyes, but the Lord examines their motives.” 
· We have a way of justifying ourselves. We tell ourselves that a sin isn’t really that bad—especially if it doesn’t seem to be hurting anyone. But that’s the deception of sin. Sin is never harmless. It always hurts someone—and ultimately, it is killing us from the inside out. We may believe we have good reasons for our attitudes, our choices, or our compromises, but God doesn’t just look at our behavior—He examines the motives of the heart. He sees what’s beneath the surface. And when sin, whether obvious or subtle, is left unconfessed and unrepented of, it separates us from Him. Scripture is clear: unrepented sin leads to judgment, and judgment leads to eternal separation from God. That is why this matters. Not because God is harsh, but because He is holy—and because He loves us enough to warn us.

· But why these 7 and not other sins?	
· Because these sins directly oppose God’s holy character and bring deep destruction to human life and the relationships to which God is very interested in! Pride, deceit, violence, and the sowing of discord corrupt marriages, families, friendships, relationships and violate the very heart of God’s love for people.

So today, let’s look at “How Haughty Eyes Quietly Kill the Soul”

1. What are Haughty Eyes? 
The word haughty is defined by Merriam-Webster as “blatantly and disdainfully proud.” The word is always used in the Bible in the evil sense of “arrogant, disdainful and setting oneself above others”. 
· Literal/Hebrew Meaning: 
· In Hebrew, it translates to "high eyes" or lifting up the pupils, signifying self-exaltation.
· Origin of "Haughty": 
· The word "haughty" comes from the Middle English haute, derived from the Old French haut ("high"), which originates from the Latin altus ("high" or "lofty").
· Cultural Context: 
· It refers to treating others as inferior, often linked to contempt or disdainful pride.

*Haughty eyes or pride quietly kill the soul by lifting self above God and others. It distorts truth, destroys community, and invites God’s opposition. 

Those with “Haughty Eyes:
· Look down on others
· Elevate self above correction
· Measure worth by comparison
· Assume moral or spiritual Superiority

When we are haughty or prideful, we become the center of our universe; everything revolves around us. There is little, if any, concern for what others think and no consideration of the will of God. Pride, haughtiness, is the trunk of the tree from which many other sins sprout. When we are at the center of our world, then nothing that we want is unlawful to us.
· A person who has haughty eyes or is prideful has rebelliously inverted the Lord’s command to love the Lord your God with all your soul and with all your mind and to love your neighbor as yourself. 
· In their pride they lift up their nose and eyes to those around him as they look down on others and fails to love them or God because he is so consumed with his own interests. His love is of a selfish nature, and he only interacts with others insofar as they are useful to his or her desired ends.

Having a sense of “Self-Confidence” is different than pride. 
· Being prideful is not confidence, but comparison
· Not strength, but self-exaltation

What Haughty Eyes Are NOT
· Not confidence
· Not leadership
· Not discernment
· Not excellence

Biblical humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself less.


II. Why Does God Hate Haughty Eyes?
God is resistant to haughtiness. Over and over in Scripture, we read that God brings down the haughty and the proud (2 Samuel 1:28; Psalm 18:27; Isaiah 2:11, 5:15; Ezekiel 16:50). Twice in Proverbs, we read that haughtiness precedes destruction (16:18, 18:12). The New Testament is clear on the dangers of arrogance, warning repeatedly against it. Both James and Peter warn that God actively opposes the proud (James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5).

But notice in our scripture, Proverbs doesn’t say God dislikes Haughty Eyes. It doesn’t say they bother Him. It says He HATES them. Detests them and they are an abomination! Why?

1. Haughty Eyes Compete with God’s Glory
· Isaiah 42:8 
“I am the Lord; that is My name; My glory I give to no other.”

*Pride is an attempt to take a throne that never belonged to us. Every time we elevate ourselves, we demote God.

2. Haughty Eyes Resist Correction
· Proverbs 16:18
“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.”

*Pride says: “I don’t need help” “I already know” “That message wasn’t for me” A heart that won’t bend will eventually break.

3. Haughty Eyes Fracture Community
· James 4:6
“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

*Pride doesn’t just distance us from people; it puts us in opposition to God Himself.


III. How Haughty EYES QUIETLY KILL THE SOUL
This is where the danger lies.

1. They Kill Repentance
· If I’m always right, I never need grace. If I’m always above others, I never bow before God.

Pride removes the urgency to repent.

2. They Isolate the Heart
· Pride convinces us: “No one understands me” “I don’t need accountability” “I’m fine on my own”

But isolation is the enemy’s favorite environment. If there’s no one around, he can keep lying to you and feeding your ego

3. They Distort Our Vision
· When pride sets in: We magnify others’ flaws. We minimize our own. We lose sight of Christ

And eventually, we can see everyone clearly—except ourselves.

4. The Cure for Haughty Eyes
1. Fix Your Eyes on Jesus
· Hebrews 12:2
“Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.”

You can’t look down on others when you’re looking up at Christ.

2. Practice Humility Daily
· Micah 6:8
“Walk humbly with your God.”

Humility is not an event, it’s a discipline.

3. Ask God to Check You
· Psalm 139:23–24
“Search me, O God… see if there is any offensive way in me.”

The most dangerous prayer we can pray is: “God, show me myself!”


CLOSING 
None of us are immune to pride. The Bible tells us of otherwise good people who were brought down in one way or another by pride. 
· The godly king Uzziah was struck with leprosy because, in arrogance, he tried to take the place of the priest and burn incense before the Lord (2 Chronicles 26:16). 
· Hezekiah’s pride in his possessions eventually brought the discipline of God on him (2 Chronicles 32:25). 
· Peter’s prideful statement that he would never forsake Jesus (Matthew 26:33-35) was found to be false when he denied Him (Matthew 26:69-75).

We need to constantly guard against pride. Because as we’ve seen, the proud will fall. Those that are of a haughty spirit, that think of themselves above and look with contempt upon others, their pride offends God, and one day, that pride will be brought down, either by repentance or by ruin. 

Philippians 2:3–5
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves… Have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.”
· Jesus Himself had All authority, All power, All righteousness. Yet He lowered Himself. The Son of God didn’t look down on sinners; He came down for them.

The danger of pride is the reason for the many exhortations to humility that’s in Scripture. Noting these key passages can fight the tendency we all have toward pride. 
· 1 Corinthians 4:7
· For what gives you the right to make such a judgment? What do you have that God hasn’t given you? And if everything you have is from God, why boast as though it were not a gift?
· 1 Peter 5:6 
· So, humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honor.

· James 4:6 
· God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.

*A humble heart gives us proper perspective. 

A Call to Honest Examination
Today, this moment, God is not asking us to lower our standards. He’s asking us to lower ourselves. As mentioned, the most dangerous prayer you can pray this morning is also the most freeing one:
“Lord, search me.”
· Not my friend.
· Not my spouse.
· Me, Lord, Me 

I mentioned earlier, what we ignore today can and most possibly will enslave us tomorrow. But what we surrender today, God will redeem. The question we will continue to ask during this series is not: “Do I have sin in my life?” The real question is: “What am I tolerating to live with, that God wants me to lay down today?”

ALTAR / RESPONSE MOMENT
· Where have I been prideful?
· Who have I looked down on?
· Where have I resisted correction?

Invite repentance, humility, and surrender.

CLOSING PRAYER
Lord, search our hearts and cleanse our vision. Break pride where it has taken root.
Restore humility where arrogance has crept in. Teach us to see ourselves rightly, others graciously, and You supremely. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Let us continue next week to confront what is deadly—So we can live fully in Christ! 








