
 

  
Sunday, February 15, 2026 

Transfiguration of our lord 
 

      
 

 
Introduction 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today 
and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s 
beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his 
impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey 
from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word 
of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 

 



 

       ---———————- GATHERING —————————  
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
GATHERING MUSIC  
        “I WILL FOLLOW” 

                      Music and lyrics Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Reuben Morgan  
          © 2010 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs;  
        Spirit Nashville Three;  So Essential Tunes; Spirit Nashville Three; SHOUT! Music  
      Publishing Australia Admin Capitol CMG Publishing, Crescendo Royalty Funding LP, 
                                Essential Music Publishing LLC, Hillsong Publishing, LLC 

 
            

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke 

life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen. 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served our own 
interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was 
needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your 
face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water 

that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ 

name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE      
         “OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART” 

          Music and lyrics Paul Baloche 
                                                                                                   © 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music; Leadworship Songs 

 
      

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness 
of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, 
you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and 
bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

               ——————— WORD——————— 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    

FIRST READING                EXODUS 24:12-18  
 

     12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will give you 
the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 
instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the 
mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back to you. 
Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
 
  15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of 
the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. 18 Moses entered the 
cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

 

GOSPEL            MATTHEW 17:1-9
                                           

  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up 
a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 
wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he 
was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they 
saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
 
    9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 
vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 



  SERMON           FROM VISION TO VOCATION: SEEING CHRIST AND FOLLOWING CHRIST  
             PASTOR DAVID YOUNG 

 
1. What “mountaintop moments” of faith have stayed with you, and how have they shaped your life 

afterward? 
 

2. Where might God be calling you to listen more closely to Christ right now—even when the path 
feels difficult or unclear? 
 

3. As Lent approaches, what might it look like for you to carry the light of the mountain into the 
valleys of daily life? 

   

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  

“I HAVE DECIDED TO FOLLOW JESUS” 
Music and lyrics Eugene Thomas, Holland Davis 
© 2005 Davis, Holland Admin Worshipsong.com 

 
                                 

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH                   The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

     

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

Each petition will end with “Merciful God.” and the response will be “receive our prayer.” 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

——— MEAL ——— 
OFFERING 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 

 
  

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION -MORE LIKE JESUS, Choir/Band     
      
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love 
you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the lord our god.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE 
 
HOLY HOLY HOLY 
 

 

 
 

JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 

 
 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!   

Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform 
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.  

 

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by 
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice 

 is also available. 
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing 

 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMN          BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR (ELW #838)
    

 



 
 

 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

            –—————— SENDING ————— 
BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING SONG        
                      “SHINE, JESUS, SHINE”   

Music and lyrics: Graham Kendrick 
© 1987 Make Way Music Admin: Music Services Inc. 

 
    

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy, Walk Humbly. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL 
  
Rev. Dr. David N. Young, Pastor  pastordave@bethelwinchester.com 
  
 

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music       music@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Edie Donovan, Parish Nurse    emcgoff@gmail.com 
 

George W. Donovan, Sr., Director of Safety   security@bethelwinchester.com 
and Security  
 

Shawn Garner, Facility Management   facility@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Financial or Giving Questions    office@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Matt Meade & Lexy Grymala Nursery Managers  office@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry    youth@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Nina Davis, Office Manager    office@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Patty White, Parish Custodian    annwhite54@aol.com 
  

 

Council Executive Committee 
 

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-9142, EMAIL jnanlafollette@gmail.com 
 
CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-305-7529,EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com 
 
MATT LYMAN, SECRETARY &COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL matt.lyman@bethelwinchester.com 
 
LYNDA GRYMALA, TREASURER & FINANCE TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-222-9408,  EMAIL lynda.grymala@bethelwinchester.com 
 
DAVID YOUNG, PASTOR  
 

          COUNCIL GENERAL MEMBERS 
 
 
MEL SIEBERT, EMAIL MEL.SIEBERT@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
LEEANNE MARPLE EMAIL LEEANNE.MARPLE@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
RENE HOLLEBRANDSE, MINISTRY TEAM EMAIL C.J.HOLLEBRANDSE@GMAIL.COM    
 
SHARI FLETCHER EMAIL: SHARI.FLETCHER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
ROB CUTLER EMAIL: ROB.CUTLER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 

 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
www.bethelwinchester.com 
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