Series: Seek first the Kingdom of God, a study in Haggai
Sermon: Seek first the Kingdom of God
Primary Text: Haggai 1

Discussion guide:
· Share a time when you put something off or procrastinated on something too long – this could be comical or serious.
· Why did you put it off? 
· What did you do instead?
· Read Ezra 3:8-11
· What jumps out at you?
· Why do you think the people are so joyful at placing the foundation of the temple?
· What could Israel laying a foundation and the celebration there-after serve as a metaphor for in our own lives and walk with God?
· Haggai is a prophet sent by God some 20 years later to confront the people for not finishing the temple. Read Haggai 1:2
· What is this verse saying?
· Why do you think they stopped working on the temple?
· Why was the temple so important? What did their lack of work it say about the priority they placed on their relationship with God?
· What excuses do we make for neglecting our relationship with God?
· Read v. 4
· What is Haggai’s point here?
· How can our comfort artificially satiate our need for God?
· How do we combat this?
· Read v. 3-9
· What is God’s counsel in v. 5 & 7?
· What does this mean?
· What is He pointing out in v. 6 & 9? 
· When we neglect God for our worldly pursuits what are we sacrificing?
· According to v. 8 what should be the qualifier for everything we do?
· How does what bring God pleasure and glory satisfy our soul?
· Why is it important to believe this?
· Read the rest of Haggai 1
· How does obedience lead to fear of the Lord?
· How does this lead to the Lord being with us?
· How does this lead to the Lord stirring hearts?
· What is the condition of your temple? i.e. your body, time, place, community – places you should encounter God?
