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  Week of March 29 – April 4
  Holy Week



The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Prayer
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Monday of Holy Week
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

“Death is Satan’s great weapon and also God’s great weapon: it is holy and unholy; our supreme disgrace and our only hope; the thing Christ came to conquer and the means by which He conquered.” 								~ C.S. Lewis

Prayer
Jesus, by death you overcame death, and in your resurrection I have the hope of eternal life. Amen.

Tuesday of Holy Week
Prayer
Lord, I glorify you in everything that happens to me.
In whatever manner you make me live and die, I am content.
Events please me for their own sake, regardless of their consequences,
because your action lies behind them.
Everything is heaven to me,
because all my moments manifest your love. Amen.
~ Jean-Pierre de Caussade




Wednesday of Holy Week
Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair. (John 12: 3)

The Anointing at Bethany by Malcolm Guite
Come close with Mary, Martha, Lazarus,
So close the candles flare with their soft breath,
And kindle heart and soul to flame within us
Lit by these mysteries of life and death.
For beauty now begins the final movement,
In quietness and intimate encounter,
The alabaster jar of precious ointment
Is broken open for the world’s true lover.
The whole room richly fills to feast the senses
With all the yearning such a fragrance brings,
The heart is mourning but the spirit dances,
Here at the very centre of all things,
Here at the meeting place of love and loss
We all foresee and see beyond the cross.

Prayer
O blessed Jesus, give me stillness of soul in you.
Let your mighty calmness reign in me. 
Rule me, O King of Gentleness, King of Peace. Amen.
~ John of the Cross

Maundy Thursday
The Lord Jesus, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread. (1 Corinthians 11:23)
Maundy Thursday by Malcolm Guite
Here is the source of ever sacrament,
The all-transforming presence of the Lord,
Replenishing our every element,
Remaking us in his creative Word.
For here the earth herself gives bread and wine,
The air delights to bear his Spirit’s speech,
The fire dances where the candles shine,
The waters cleanse us with his gentle touch.
And here he shows the full extent of love
To us whose love is always incomplete,
In vain we search the heavens high above,
The God of love is kneeling at our feet.
Though we betray him, though it is the night.
He meets us here and loves us into light.
Prayer
O my God, I have not yet done that for which I was made…
Teach me to seek you…
I cannot seek you unless you teach me
Or find you unless you show yourself to me.
Let me seek you in my desire, let me desire you in my seeking.
Let me find you by loving you, let me love you when I find you. Amen.
~ Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109)

Good Friday
Here, dying for the world, 
the world’s life hung,
Bathing a world’s sin 
in that deathly tide;
That downbent head 
raised earth above the stars;
O timeless wonder!
Life, because One died.
~ Alcuin
Prayer
Pierce my heart, saving Jesus, that tears of penitence and love may be my food and drink day by day that I may be converted entirely to you, my heart a constant dwelling for you, my words and works a constant witness to you, my passing a final return into you. Amen.

Holy Saturday
Prayer
Lord, by this sweet and saving sign,
Defend us from our foes and thine.
Jesu, by thy wounded feet,
Direct our path aright;
Jesu, by thy nailed hands,
Move ours to deeds of love;
Jesu, by thy pierced side, 
Cleanse our desires;
Jesu, by thy crown of thorns,
Annihilate our pride;
Jesu, by thy silence,
Shame our complaints;
Jesu, by thy parched lips,
Curb our cruel speech;
Jesu, by thy closing eyes,
Look on our sin no more;
Jesu, by thy broken heart,
Knit ours to thine.
	And by this sweet and saving sign
Lord draw us to our peace, and thine. Amen.			~ Richard Crasha
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