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  Week of March 22 - 28
  Fifth Week in Lent




Sunday
Prayer
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Monday
Prayer
O Christ, by remaining faithful till death, you show me the road to greater love.
O Christ, by taking the burden of sin upon yourself, you reveal to me the way of generosity.
O Christ, by praying for those who crucified you, you lead me to forgive without counting the cost.
O Christ, by opening paradise to the repentant thief, you awaken hope in me.
O Christ, come and help my weak faith.
O Christ, create a pure heart in me; renew and strengthen my spirit.
O Christ, your Word is near, may it live within me and protect me always. Amen.
~ Taize

Tuesday
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me. (Matthew 25:42)

“In Matthew 25, Jesus tells us the stranger is him. That means any other welcome but radical welcome is idolatry – either through demanding Christ be in our own image or intentionally keeping Christ out of the center of our lives. What kind of welcome do you practice?” ~ Mike Kinman

Prayer
Motivator of justice, hurry me toward the margins of society, to where you firmly stand with compassion for those lacking justice and recognition. I move beyond my fear and lack of motivation because I truly want to stand beside you. Amen.


Wednesday
Prayer
Heavenly Father,
Creator and Sustainer of all life,
all cultures, and all relationships.
Today we lift up to you the Indigenous Peoples of Canada.
We pray for Indigenous communities and families.
We pray that you would strengthen, protect, provide for,
and encourage First Nations, Metis, and Inuit communities
and Indigenous peoples living in urban centres, rural locations and on reserves.
We pray for healing for individuals, families, and communities
We pray that we as a church
will encourage all people to learn the truth
of our collective Canadian history
and work towards reconciliation, understanding,
and respect of Indigenous cultures, traditions, and world views.
In His name, we pray. Amen.


Thursday 
You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. (John 8:32)

“Think how easy it is to devise an excuse for not attending a social function, to add negative comments to baseless rumors, or to cheat on financial matters. Each dishonesty of ours tears apart the moral fabric of civilization and undermines its ability to bring about good.”		 ~ Joyce Rupp

Prayer
Spirit of truth, sweep through my mind and heart. Clear it from any tendency I may have to use deceptiveness for my benefit. I want to be aware of subtle dishonesty so that my words and actions are genuine. Amen.


Friday
Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. (Colossians 3:2-4)

“Because of Christ, we are safe. Protected by God’s own heart, we can rest assured, rest in Christ and be at peace.” 				~Henri Nouwen

Prayer
Hide me, Lord, with you that I may truly have rest. Amen.


Saturday

A Blessing
Deep peace of the running wave to you.
Deep peace of the flowing air to you.
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.
Deep peace of the shining stars to you.
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you, for ever.
~ Source unknown (early Scottish)
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