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Welcoming all
Reaching out in love
Growing together in Christ
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name

Reverend Godfred Effisah
717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell)
pastor@memiluth.org
Office hours: Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!


https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for
Worship, please silence your cell phone.

INTRODUCTION

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany
cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins
in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s
beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory
sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn
this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from
Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion
of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential
season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please kneel or stand as you are able.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and
earth, the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we
have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the
right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your
face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may
do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now
declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the
righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. May
the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift
Sf peace. Amen.



Please remain standing or stand as you are able.

GATHERING HYMN “Shine, Jesus, Shine”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.
And also with you.

ELW 671
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mys-
teries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the
voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son,
you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs
with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.
WORD

FIRST READING Exodus 24:12-18
At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days
and forty nights. The “glory of the LORD” settled on the mountain, and
on the seventh day God called out to Moses. On the mountain God
gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments.

'“The LoRD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait
there; | will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the com-
mandment, which | have written for their instruction.” ' So Moses set
out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the mountain of
God. “To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come
back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute
may go to them.” > Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the
cloud covered the mountain. '° The glory of the LORD settled on Mount
Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he
called to Moses out of the cloud. '" Now the appearance of the glory of
the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the
sight of the Israelites. ' Moses entered the cloud and went up on the
mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 2 READ RESPONSIVELY
"Why are the nations in an uproar?
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?
“Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes
plot together,
against the LoORD and against the LORD’s anointed?
Let us break their yoke,” they say;
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”
“God whose throne is in heaven is laughing;
the LoRD holds them in derision.
°Then in wrath God speaks to them,
and in rage fills them with terror.
°“As for me, | have anointed my king
upon Zion, my holy mountain.”
" Let me announce the decree of the LORD,
who said to me, “You are my son; this day have | begotten you.
® Ask of me, and | will give you the nations for your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for your possession.
?You shall crush them with an iron rod
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”
' And now, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
" Submit to the LORD with fear,
and with trembling bow in worship;
'“lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of
wrath.
Happy are all who take refuge in God!
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SECOND READING 2 Peter 1:16-21
At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be
the beloved Son. By the activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice contin-
ues to be heard through the word of scripture.

"®We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been
eyewitnesses of his majesty. '’ For he received honor and glory from
God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic
Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom | am well
pleased.” "®We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while
we were with him on the holy mountain. '*So we have the prophetic
message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morn-
ing star rises in your hearts. “’ First of all you must understand this, that
no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, '
because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
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Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him! Alleluia.
(Luke 9:35)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 17th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 17:1-9
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is
revealed to Peter, James, and John in a mountaintop experience of
divine glory called the transfiguration.

' Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother
John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. “And he was
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became bright as light. *Suddenly there appeared to them
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. “Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it
is good for us to be here; if you wish, | will set up three tents here, one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” *While he was still
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him | am well
pleased; listen to him!” °When the disciples heard this, they fell to the
ground and were overcome by fear. 'But Jesus came and touched
them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” ¢ And when they raised
their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. ? As they were
coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about
the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!” ELW 315



NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our
home.

A brief silence.

Eternal Father, you invite each of us to share in the life and ministry of
your Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit to transform our faith
family into a community of disciples. In this year of discipleship, teach
us how to hear Jesus, to love Jesus deeply, and to share Jesus with
everyone we meet. Through the Holy Spirit, guide us to deepen our
gommitment as disciples of Jesus. Lead us, we pray, to grow as an



intentional community, committed to our call to discipleship. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Almighty God, giver of all that is good, the beauty and dignity of human
life was the crowning of your creation. Help us to respect and protect
human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God. Give us
the courage to speak with truth and love, and with conviction, in the
protection of human life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful
with the revelation of Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully follow
him in the way of the cross. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any
who are experiencing illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort
the dying and those who grieve (especially). Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for the
witness of those who have died in faith, and we praise you for the hope
we have in Christ, our Morning Star. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known
to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Christ Be Our Light” Senior Choir
The Ushers will collect the offering.

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the
wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us
with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who at His transfiguration revealed His
glory to His disciples that they might be strengthened to proclaim His
cross and resurrection and with all the faithful look forward to the glory
of life everlasting. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious name, ev-
ermore praising You and saying:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
We sing a new song to you, O God of our salvation, for you have done
marvelous things.

Since the beginning of time, you have spoken your word, and your light
shines in our darkness glory to you O God.
Glory to you, O God.

The seas are thundering with praise, the rivers are clapping their
hands. The hills ring out with gladness and the trees are shouting their
joy. Glory to you O God. Glory to you O God.

Your son rules in truth and justice, victorious and merciful is he! We
praise your majesty lying in a Manger. Jesus Christ born of Mary and
lauded by angels. Glory to you O God. Glory to you or God.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Send your Spirit on us and on this meal of wonder. In this bread, give
us the body of Christ. With this cup, reveal the grace of your risen Son
and make known to the whole earth your steadfast love. Glory to you,
O God. Glory to you, O God.

In these dark days, bring the dawn of your righteousness to birth. Hold
the living and the dead in your hands. In your good time, awaken the
sleeping animals, and revive the dormant plants with your life- given
spirits. Glory to you, O God. Glory to you, O God.

With trumpets and horns and harps, with the faithful on earth and the
host of heaven, we sing to your splendor, Father, Son + Holy Spirit.
God most high, Light of the world and judge of the universe today and
forever. Amen. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

" on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to
the table; taste and see.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket.
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Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to
your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may
reflect the beauty of your love, and bear withess to all we have
seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned
your heart for praise + bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Let the Whole Creation Cry” ELW 876

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

POSTLUDE
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Join us on Tuesday, February 17th
at 6:30 pm for our Shrove Tuesday
Burning of the Palms Service.

Following this | " /&
service, please stay [z, i @™
for our Movie Night | 2™ .
in Fellowship Hall. "%,

The movie being
shown is
“Faith of Angels”.

Donuts will be

served.
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Everyone is invited to our
Ash Wednesday Service on
Wednesday, February 18th

at 7:00 pm in the
sanctuary.

ASH WEQNESDAY

HROUGH SACRIFICE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights re-
served. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS004243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lection-
ary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.
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Check out our church website using this QR Code!



