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OUR PURPOSE
CONNECTING PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, PEOPLE TO FAITH, FAITH TO LIFE

OUR MISSION
AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, WE AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH SEEK TO

SHARE GOD’S WORD, TO SHOW GOD’S LOVE, AND TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD,
PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST TO ALL PEOPLE.

OUR VISION
A WORLD EXPERIENCING THE DIFFERENCE GOD’S GRACE AND LOVE IN CHRIST

MAKES FOR ALL PEOPLE AND CREATION.



FEBruary
BIRTHDAYS

2 Lynne Woods

4
Jo Ann Ball

Linus Juedes

6 Rod Saur

11 Melody
Christiansen

13 Sam Theiss
17 Donnalee Yoder
19 Patricia Cambridge
20 Beth McKinley

23 Anya Miller 
Peter Schmidt
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The Listening Group
Monday, Feb 9th @ 2pm
2nd Monday of the month 
in the narthex

The Listening Group, a group for
widows and widowers. Our
purpose is to problem solve, and
have time together, but mostly
just to listen to each other and
help each other to get through
this stressful time. If you, or
someone you know, would benefit
from this group please join us.

Regularly scheduled Committee Meetings

3rd Tuesday of the month @7pm CLC or ZOOM LINK

3rd Thursday of the month @7pm ZOOM LINK

Property

Equity & Justice 1st Tuesday of the month @7pm ZOOM LINK

1st Thursday of the month @7pm ZOOM LINK  Social Ministry

Worship & ARTs 1st Tuesday of the month after wit & wisdom

Church Council
Earth Justice

4th Thursday of the month @6pm ZOOM LINKLife Together
Last Wednesday of the month @5:30pm

For the most current schedule please refer to https://www.clcathens.org/pages/calendar

Prayers For HealH

CC w/ PC at DC
Coffee and Conversation with
Pastor Chad at Donkey Coffee
Thursdays from 10-11:00AM

Tuesday, February 3
11:30am

Fellowship Hall
This month Montagne de Luz

WiT & Wisdom

Connecting 
People to

PEOPLE

Jo Ann Pulfer, Art Woolley, and Betty Blackford

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92756612352?pwd=T3BFb3ltdzFld0o0dG5KZ3RhRVN3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89228384661?pwd=mYbyRQlzxsedUHGbTpqEoawYeUZTBo.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595485550?pwd=aXlRS0M5dXRycXpjVFZYWE4wTHB1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595485550?pwd=aXlRS0M5dXRycXpjVFZYWE4wTHB1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89276318912?pwd=ZFZqelp5TmRTWDh3ZGh0S2x1Rnd5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89276318912?pwd=ZFZqelp5TmRTWDh3ZGh0S2x1Rnd5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595485550?pwd=aXlRS0M5dXRycXpjVFZYWE4wTHB1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595485550?pwd=aXlRS0M5dXRycXpjVFZYWE4wTHB1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83143164243?pwd=8b2cNjrfggX1dGcOKxED5alXWhTUu3.1
https://www.clcathens.org/pages/calendar


Sunday
February 15

4:30pm

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd

64 University Terrace

Athens, Ohio

Reception
following with

New Orleans King
Cake

EVENSONG

Ash Wednesday Prayer Service.               

Following Worship on March 1  please join us for
our Annual Pie Day potluck lunch! Bring your
favorite pie (sweet or savory!) or a dish to share,
and enjoy fellowship around the table. Whether
you bring something or not, you are warmly
invited-there is always room for one more. 

st

We invite you to begin the season of Lent
with us on Ash Wednesday. There will be a
Drive-Thru service to receive Ashes at Noon
and also a Prayer Service at 7:00pm. 

On Sunday, March 1 , we are excited to
welcome staff from Trinity Lutheran
Seminary who will be joining us for worship.
This is a wonderful opportunity to connect
with our wider church community.

st

Saturday

26
Thursday

God of provision
and plenty, you 
bless us and call 
us your own. 

Tuesday

Help us share the abundance 
of your love with people who 
are oppressed, hungry and 
experiencing homelessness. 
Open our hearts and hands to 
the needs of others. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.

“If while we
were enemies
we were
reconciled 

Tuesday

to God through the death of
[God’s] Son, much more surely,
having been reconciled, will
we be saved by his life. But
more than that, we even boast
in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have
now received reconciliation”
(Romans 5:10-11). 

The Sola Community Peace Center

in Los Angeles, a partner of ELCA 
World Hunger, offers programs 

Tuesday

to help people — especially kids — cope with 
the stress of economic struggle. It also offers 
resources to alleviate food insecurity. A few 
years ago, with support from donors such as you, 
the center began giving out vegetable and herb 
plants and even a few fruit trees to community 
members, inviting them to grow their own food 
at home. “It’s more than just food,” says program 
director Susan Stouffer. “It is hope.” 

Around the
world, up to 
720 million 
people are 

Wednesday

hungry, and each of them 
has a story to tell. You can 
make a significant impact 
on someone’s life with a 
gift of $2 a day. Throughout 
the season, consider setting 
aside that amount to donate 
to ELCA World Hunger.

A woman might
have the dream and
skills to start her 
own small business, 

Wednesday

but with little savings or access 
to credit, getting started can be a 
challenge. A gift of $125 
can fund a microloan, 
which can be just what 
a woman needs to start 
her business, create a 
steady source of income and help 
her family overcome poverty. 

Listen to “Here
I Pod,” season 1,
episode 10, “Faith
Leadership in 

Thursday

Complex Times,” to hear from 
hunger advocacy fellow Joey 
Chin among other guests. Learn 
how advocacy fits in with the 
work of the ELCA and our faith-
based partners, how advocacy 
has changed, different forms of 
activism and much more. 
ELCA.org/WHLent 

Compassionate
God, by the 

bounty of your 
creation, you 

Wednesday

have sustained us with food 
to eat. Through the wisdom of 
your heart, you have provided 
us with time to rest. Help us 
to be careful stewards of 
your generosity. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger have
helped Ibu Dewi unlock the full potential
of her small plot of farmland on the
Mentawai Islands of Indonesia. An organic 

farming training program, supported by donors such as
you, taught her new techniques that have helped her
produce healthier, more sustainable harvests. Inspired
by that generosity, Ibu is sharing her gifts with others in
her community by teaching organic farming techniques.
“Seeing my farm transform with organic methods gave
me hope,” she says. “Now, teaching others and watching
their farms flourish is the greatest reward.” Read the full
story at ELCA.org/WHLent.

Embodied
God, at your
table, we
have tasted 

Friday

the goodness of Jesus. With 
our hearts open to your 
promise, empower us to hear 
the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with 
your love. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

 

Listen to “Here I Pod,”
season 1, episode 4: 
“Foreign Assistance 
Funding Freeze Effects 

Thursday

and Actions.” Your gifts to ELCA World 
Hunger support our church’s advocacy 
efforts, which help to ensure that 
lifesaving programs around the world 
receive the funding they desperately 
need. Tune in to understand the 
challenges and learn how you can 
make a difference. 

ELCA.org/WHLent 

“I lift
up my 
eyes to 
the hills 

Friday

— from where will my 
help come? My help 
comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and 
earth” (Psalm 121:1-2). 

Listen to ELCA Advocacy’s podcast 
“Here I Pod,” season 
1, episode 1: “Housing 
and Homelessness Trends and Policy 
Impacts.” Learn about pressing issues 
of housing and homelessness in the 
United States, and how you can help 
find creative and affordable

solutions 
through advocacy action. Downloadthe 
episode at ELCA.org/WHLent 
or wherever you get your podcasts.

Friday

Ritu Rishidev, an 18-year-old student in 
Saturday Nepal, is a member of the Dalit community, 

one of the most marginalized ethnic 
groups in the country. Your support is empowering her 
to stand up for her rights and fight for justice for her 
community. Gifts to ELCA World Hunger have enabled Ritu 
to attend trainings where she has learned about national 
and international rights laws, including those protecting 
the rights of women and children. “Wherever I go in the 
future,” she says, “I am committed to working for my 
community.” Your generosity has helped Ritu — and other 
emerging activists— find their voices. Read the full story 
at ELCA.org/WHLent. 

Acow can produce a few gallons of milk every day.
With the gift of a cow ($500), a family can start
asmall business, selling extra milk, cheese, yogurt,
butter and more. With food, funds and fertilizer,
the gift of a cow has got it all. 

Visit goodgifts.elca.org for this gift and many more. 

“Light dawns on a weary
world when eyes begin 
to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary 

world: the promised day of justice comes. 
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry 
lands, gush with springs; the hills and 
mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in 
peace, as all the world in wonder echoes 
shalom” (“Light Dawns on a Weary 
World,” ELW 726). 

All resources referenced
can be found at 

ELCA.org/WHLent

THIRD
SUNDAY
IN LENT

 

FIRST 
SUNDAY
IN LENT

SECOND
SUNDAY
IN LENT

Read and
reflect on
John 3:1-17.

ASH
WEDNESDAY

Read and
reflect on
John 4:5-42.

Read and
reflect on 

Matthew 4:1-11.

Thursday

“Therefore let all
who are faithful 
offer prayer to 
you; at a time of 

Monday

distress, the rush of mighty 
waters shall not reach them. 
You are a hiding place for me; 
you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with glad cries 
of deliverance” 
(Psalm 32:6-7). 

“En este mundo por
doquier habrá gente
que llora y sin consular.
Sea que ayudemos o 

Monday

que alimentemos, somos del Señor.”
/ “Across this wide world, we shall
always find those who are crying with
no peace of mind; and when we help
them, or when we feed them,
we belong to God.” (“Pues Si Vivimos”/ 
“When We Are Living,” ELW 639) 

“God loved
the world
so 
that he
gave 

Monday

his only Son the lost to 
save, that all who would 
in him believe should 
everlasting life receive” 
(“God Loved the World,” 
ELW 323). 

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy, you
breathed into dust the breath of life,
creating us to serve you and our neighbors.
Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness,
and strengthen us to face our mortality
with confidence in the mercy of your Son,
Jesus Christ. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Today would be a good day to set a
goal for your Lenten giving to ELCA
World Hunger. Write it down and
refer back to it throughout the
season. 

“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the
bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the 
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break 
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the 

Friday

hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you 
see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your 
own kin?” (Isaiah 58:6-7). 

“When we are tested and wrestle
alone, famished for bread when
the world offers stone, nourish
us, God, by your word and your
way, food 

Saturday

that sustains us by night and by day” 
(“When We Are Tested,” ACS 922). 

Saturday

All resources referenced
can be found at 

ELCA.org/WHLent

ELCADV1507

P A G E  T W O

Prayers have been adapted from Sundays and Seasons (Augsburg Fortress, 2025).

FIFTH
SUNDAY
IN LENT

 

PALM
SUNDAY

 

FOURTH
SUNDAY
IN LENT

 

Read and
reflect on

John 11:1-45.

Readand 
reflect on
Matthew 

26:14 – 27:66.

Readand 
reflect on 

John 9:1-41.

 

Read, reflect on 
and rejoice in 

Matthew 28:1-10.

This World Water
Day, set aside time
to pray for
neighbors, near
and far, who face
water scarcity
and water
injustice, and give
thanks for local
leaders whose
tireless efforts
inspire hope. 

On the night
Jesus was
betrayed, he
gave us a new 

Monday

commandment: to love one
another as he loves us. Holy
God, source of all love, write
this commandment in our
hearts and give us the will to
serve others just as he did. In
the name of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen. 

Listen to “Here
I Pod,” season 2,
episode 2: “FEMA 
Changes and 

Monday

Lutheran Disaster Response.” 
ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran 
Disaster Response work together 
to help our neighbors overseas 
rebuild their lives in the months 
and years after disaster strikes. 
From this episode, you’ll learn 
about the evolving role of 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
in disaster management and 
community resilience efforts. 

ELCA.org/WHLent 

“Let us approach
with a true heart 

in full assurance 
of faith, with our 

Tuesday

hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water. Let us hold fast 
to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for [the one] 
who has promised is faithful. And 
let us consider how to provoke one 
another to love and good deeds, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching” 
(Hebrews 10:22-25). 

God, you
are the
living
power 

Monday

of grace. You call us to
join the good fights for
justice and peace. Give
us the wisdom to choose
our battles wisely and
strengthen us with the
witness of all the saints. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

“Even though
I walk through
the darkest
valley, I fear 

Tuesday

no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they
comfort me. You prepare
a table before me in the
presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. Surely
goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my
life, and I shall dwell in the
house of the Lord my whole
life long” (Psalm 23:4-6). 

“You satisfy
the hungry
heart with
gift of finest 

Wednesday

wheat. Come give to us, 
O saving Lord, the bread of
life to eat. You give yourself
to us, O Lord; then selfless
let us be, to serve each
other in your name in truth
and charity”
(“You Satisfy the Hungry 
Heart,” ELW 484).

 

A little over a year ago, Christine
(name changed for privacy) was 
staying in a women’s shelter inrural 

Tuesday

northern Wisconsin. Her life began to change when 
she got involved with the Welcome Home Program, 
supported by your gifts to ELCA World Hunger. 
Because housing and food insecurity are deeply 
intertwined, the program addresses both. With 
help from her Welcome Home caseworker, Christine 
found a place where she and her daughter could 
live, and a voucher for a food pantry and grocery 
store nearby helped her fill up her refrigerator and 
kitchen cupboards. Through your generosity, you are 
showing up for your neighbors who endure hunger 
and poverty around the world and right next door. 

God,
from your
generative
word came 

Wednesday

water that sustains our
daily life. From the depths of
your heart, the living waters
spring and sustain our faith.
When we are thirsty for
hope, we come to the well
of your spirit. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Gather all you’ve collected
throughout your Lenten
journey and add up your
total gift to ELCA World
Hunger. Make your donations
online at ELCA.org/
WHLent or bring your gifts
to your congregation. Thank
you for working creatively
and courageously toward a
just world where all are fed.

“Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have
trod, with its crystal tide
forever flowing by the throne
of God? Yes, we’ll gather at
the river, the beautiful, the
beautiful river; gather with the
saints at the river that flows by
the throne of God” (“Shall We 
Gather at the River,” ELW 423).

O God, you are
the creator of
the world, the 
liberator of your 

Friday

people, and the wisdom of 
the earth. By the resurrection 
of your Son, free us from 
our fears, restore us in your 
image and ignite us with your 
light through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

“The
Lord God 

helps me; 
therefore I 

Wednesday

have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my 
face like flint, and I know 
that I shall not be put to 
shame; [the one] who 
vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with 
me? Let us stand in court 
together” (Isaiah 50:7-8). 

“Jesus, keep
me near the
cross, there’s
a precious 

Saturday

fountain; free to all, a healing
stream flows from Calvary’s
mountain. In the cross, in the
cross be my glory ever; till my
ransomed soul shall find rest
beyond the river”
(“Jesus, Keep Me Near the 
Cross,” ELW 335). 

Your gifts matter —
in the United States,
Indonesia, Zimbabwe
and other countries all
around the world. 

Learn more at 
ELCA.org/Hunger. 
Thank you! 

Your generosity
ensures that staff and 
students have clean, 
safe water at their 

Friday

school in Zimbabwe. The school is 
located in a community that relies on 
reservoirs of rainwater for drinking 
and farming. When cracks appeared 
in the reservoir the school uses, the 
community came together to repair 
it with support from ELCA World 
Hunger. The community also extended 
the reservoir and a dam wall to guarantee that the school has 
abundant water. Now the students have enough to drink, and 
they are using water to irrigate the school garden and learn about 
growing vegetables. 

“Cuando el pobre nada
tiene y aun reparte,
cuando alguien
pasa sed y agua nos 

Friday

da, cuando el débil a su hermano
fortalece: Va Dios mismo en nuestro
mismo caminar.” / “When the poor
ones, who have nothing, still are
giving; when the thirsty pass the cup,
water to share; when the wounded
offer others strength and healing:
We see God, here by our side, walking
our way.” (“Cuando el Pobre”/
“When the Poor Ones,” 
ELW 725)

Lack of access to safe water is one
of the biggest challenges to
overcoming poverty. With the gift
of a share of a safe water project
($250), you can give a community
the power to create change. A
simple water well, spring box or
other water point can provide as
many as 500 families with access to
clean, safe water. 

Stay engaged with ELCA
Advocacy throughout the
year by signing up for ELCA
Advocacy Action Alerts at
ELCA.org/advocacy/
signup.

H O L Y  W E E K

Christ
is risen!
Alleluia!

Thursday

Thursday
Saturday

Thursday Saturday

Visit ELCA.org/WHLent to find an Advent
calendar, Lent Action Guide and More.

Download the calendar
or pick up a copy in the narthex

Annual Pie Day Potluck!

March 1  Special Guest from st

Trinity Lutheran Seminary 

https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/elca-world-hunger/wh-lent
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/2026_Lent_calendar_final.pdf


Roles Feb 1 Feb 8 Feb 15 Feb 22

Lector Greg Newton Jane Unger Jim Sillery Stephan Chikosky

Tray Server Wanda Weinberg Pat Cambridge Stephen Chikosky Elyce Friedman

Time with Children Cheryl Huebner Puppets Jana Hovland Chad Huebner

Communion Usher Marilyn Shealy Lora Blankenship

coffee Usher Nick Claussen Sue Ellen Miller

Acolyte Eliza Kopenski Rachel Prange Melody
Christiansen Meena Juedes

Greeter Jo Ann Ball Linda Batey Chris Snoddy Nick Claussen 

Live Stream Sam Hanson Douglas Debrick Kay Cleland Sam Hanson

Snacks Lucy Juedes
John Laughlin

Karen Beverly
Mark Sunderman

Beverages Cathi Schwalbauch Tammy
Thompsom

Bridge Connect!on meets every
Thursday @ 5:30pm 

Children, grades 6 and under are invited to
Children’s Church. Children’s Church is
offered during the 10am service immediately
following the Children’s Message. 

Children’s Church

Connecting 
People to

FAITH

February
2026

Youth 
Events
Schedule

Sundays
6:30-7:30pm

Athens First UMC
3rd floor lounge

For the most up to date info login
to CLC’s GroupMe page

WE ARE NOW

5 DAYS A 
WEEK

https://web.groupme.com/


Christ Lutheran Book Discussion 

Are you looking for a book study that includes new, deeper insights
into well-known Old Testament stories, which includes deep
scholarship into the original languages of the Bible, as well and new
insights into cultural contexts underlying the texts can shape new
meanings into those old stories? 

The Equity and Justice committee invites you to a “pop-up book club”
to discuss the book Redeeming Eden: How Women in the Bible
Advance the Story of Salvation. The book is written by Solveig
Spjeldnes’ sister, Ingrid Faro (PhD, MDiv). She is a professor of Old
Testament at Northern Seminary, as well as being an international
speaker and an author of two other books and co-author of one other.
Her collaborator, Joyce Koo Dalrymple, (JD, MDiv) wrote questions for
reflection and discussion and a Breath Prayer for the end of every
chapter. Each chapter is an in-depth discussion about one woman
from the Old Testament. 

We’ll have one-hour discussions Thursday evenings at 6:00 p.m., on Zoom, beginning on January 22,
2026 until February 26. The last meeting will be a hybrid Zoom and in person meeting in the
Fellowship Hall. Dr. Faro will join the first meeting on Zoom on January 22, to introduce the book and
participate in the discussion, and then will join us in person on February 26. This will not be limited to
congregation members, so feel free to invite your friends. Watch for more announcements and the
Zoom link in January. 

Missed last week’s Redeeming Eden discussion? Catch the replay 



The work on Nic’s house is moving
along. Thank you to all of you who
have helped build over the last
couple months. However, the
project is still not completed and
volunteers are still greatly
appreciated.

Connecting 
Faith to

Life
Help Build Nic’s Home!

For more ways to get involved 

Lenten Offerings to go to the ELCA’s
AMMPARO 

Responding to the hardship our neighbors
who are immigrants have been

experiencing in the last year, Social
Ministry decided that this year the

offerings from the Lenten services this year
will go to ELCA AMPARRO, to support

immigrant families in the United States
and Central America. AMMPARO is an
acronym for Accompanying Migrant

Minors with Protection, Advocacy,
Representation and Opportunities,

adapted from the Spanish word, “amparo,”
as found in Psalm 46:1: “Dios es nuestro
amparo y fortaleza,” (“God is our refuge

and strength,”). Please consider donating
at the Wednesday evening services or

online at “Give” on the church’s website. 

￼

Photos Provided by: Andrew Ekuban

https://www.hungernetohio.com/?link_id=0&can_id=f742305a653054600c0acd589ae13f8f&source=email-happy-new-year-407&email_referrer=email_3065877&email_subject=2026-will-be-a-fun-ride&&


The program consists of three
one-on-one nutritional counseling
sessions with a senior dietetic
student. Sessions are supervised
by a registered dietitian and are
personalized to meet client
nutrition goals. Counseling
includes two 3-day food record
nutritional analyses, nutritional
education and coaching specified
by the client. If you are interested
in losing weight, controlling your
blood sugar better, reducing your
risk of heart disease, optimizing
nutrition while take GLP-1
medications or just improving
your overall food habits, please
contact Jana Hovland at
hovland@ohio.edu or 740-593-
2875 to sign up. Session will take
place in Grover Center on the
Athens Campus.

For More Info 

Highlights from the January Council
Meeting

1. We voted to give the custodian a church
credit card for purchases so he could
compare prices and get us the best deals.
Right now he can only shop at Lowes.
2. Trinity Lutheran Seminary will join us for
worship on March 1st. They will do the
service and then join us for a pot luck lunch
to tell us about all of the exciting things
happening at Trinity.
3. The recently formed security committee is
continuing work to keep us all safe. The front
doors are now always locked during the
week, so just ring the doorbell and someone
will let you in.
4.We have a number of people who would
like to become members and that will happen
soon.
5. There were 134 people at the Christmas
Eve service.

https://www.ohio.edu/chsp/food-nutrition/about/nutrition-counseling
mailto:hovland@ohio.edu
https://www.ohio.edu/chsp/food-nutrition/about/nutrition-counseling


Hi friends and members of CLC,

We are looking ahead to celebrating the anniversary of
our church, and as part of that celebration, we would like
to look back on CLC’s rich history. To do that we need to
collect your memories of this thriving congregation from
recent years all the way back to our humble beginnings.

The CLC Outreach Committee is trying to gather some of
your experiences for all to reminisce and enjoy. You can
share your memories via written thoughts, emails,
messages, etc. We’d like to receive these “memories” as
soon as possible so we can assemble them and share
with friends and members of the congregation.

You can email memories to Nick Claussen at
nickc324@gmail.com or give your hard copies of
memories to members of the Outreach Committee at
church. Some of the topics may include:

CLC’s beginnings in the movie theater
Our previous rental house
Renovation of the current building
Former pastors
Building of the LLC apartments
Worship during COVID
Music

You might also want to share memories of various
activities such as: Montana de Luz trips, Youth
gatherings, Service trips by college students, events such
as Halloween hay rides, swimming parties, “lock-ins,”
Children’s Christmas parties, VBS, St. Patty’s Day parties;
“Small Groups,” Women’s Retreats, AAL activities,
working with non-profits such as My Sister’s Place,
Athens County Food Pantry, CWS Hunger Walks, Blessing
of the Animals, Lutefisk’ Dinners, various church
committees and their activities…and so much more!

Thank you for sharing your memories!
– Nick Claussen

And remember, just email any memories to
nickc324@gmail.com or hand a copy of your memories
to members of the Outreach Committee.

NEWS FROM GOOD WORKS

Friday, January 23, Christ Lutheran once again cooked
for and helped serve dinner for Good Works’ weekly
Friday Night Life, and The Plains united Methodist

Church. Barb Cline again coordinated with Good Works
and organized CLC members who made the casseroles
and helped to serve and clean up. Sue Ellen headed up
the dishwashing crew for the first time since before the

pandemic they had used real plates and silverware,
preventing many bags of trash from going to the landfill.
We served over 70 people, and there were still plenty of

leftovers for some of those attending to take home.
Thanks to Barb and all who cooked and helped with

serving and clean-up. If you know any The Plains United
Methodist members, thank them for sharing their space

for this and other community activities. 
Some of us remember the Good Works Walk fundraisers

every year (you may still have a t-shirt), and the good
news is that it’s happening again this year at 9:00 a.m.
on February 28, at First United Methodist Church up on

College Street. They will offer three opportunities for
walks that will teach us about the challenges of rural

homelessness and opportunities to serve our neighbors
who struggle with poverty and/or need a place to live.
Another way to help with Good Works is to donate to
Good for Good Works. Here are a few things they can
use: Dish soap, Canned vegetables, fruit, soups, tuna
and chicken, Cereal (all kinds), AA Batteries, Sidewalk

Salt, ChapStick (lip balm), Kleenex tissues, or
Disinfectant wipes. They can also use gift cards from:
McDonald’s, Wendy’s, Taco Bell, Arby’s, Walmart, and

Krogers. Donations can be put into the long bin
underneath the table at the end of the Narthex by the

restrooms. 

GOOD WORKS WALK
FUNDRAISER

FEBRUARY 28 @ 9:00AM 
For more information,

https://goodworksdayinthelife.net/


Treasurer notes
Dear Faith Family,

Here are our actual and budgeted figures for July - November, 2025.

Pledges are at the halfway mark -- that's great!

You see a transfer of $10,000 for cash flow purposes from our money market account into our checking account.
Previous unbudgeted expenses have necessitated this action.

Lastly, to-date we have an unrealized increase in the value of our investments of $9,500.

Let me know if you have questions, and warm wishes for a good 2026!

Lucy Juedes
Treasurer



January 2026 Wave of Prayer
By Cynthia Yoder

2026 Wave of Prayer 1, January 24
 

Demonstrations in Iran over economic conditions (40% annual inflation, high unemployment, and low
wages) began on December 28. The demonstrations soon expanded into protests against the regime’s

rigid laws and a demand for democracy. A government crackdown resulted in an Internet blackout and the
deadliest attack on its own people by the Islamic Republic since its founding in 1979. While estimates vary

widely, 2,500 to 5,000 protesters have been killed and hundreds to thousands more arrested.
 

· God, we pray for Iran and the people of Iran. Give comfort to the families of those killed and release to
those detained. May there be an end to violence and repression. May people have the freedom of lifestyle

and speech that they long for. Loving God, we offer you our prayer.
 

This month, two 37-year-old U.S. citizens—Renee Good and Alex Pretti—were shot and killed by federal
immigration agents in Minneapolis. Five-year-old Liam Conejo Ramos is the fourth student in his

Minneapolis school district to be detained by ICE in recent weeks. As detention centers grow more
crowded, immigration lawyers report inadequate food, poor medical care, and unsanitary conditions.

 
· God, we grieve with the Minneapolis community and pray for the families of Good and Pretti at this time

of tragic, senseless loss. For those afraid of being arrested and those already in detention, we pray for
safety and appropriate care. Loving God, we offer you our prayer. 

 
Mexico, Canada, and the United States reported an increasing number of measles cases in 2025. This highly
contagious disease, which can have life-threatening complications, was eliminated 25 years ago in the U.S.
However, in recent years, cases have been skyrocketing with 64 cases in 2023, 283 cases in 2024, and 2,240

cases in 2025. The most affected groups are young children and adolescents. 
 

· God, we pray for those in Mexico, Canada, and the U.S. and for those around the globe who currently have
measles. May their healing be swift and complete, without lingering effects. We pray for the families of

those who have died from measles complications in the last year. May all people be kept safe from
infectious diseases. Loving God, we offer you our prayer.

 
Since January 12, nurses from three New York City hospitals have been on strike. 15,000 nurses are asking
for increased staffing, a safe work environment, and improved health care benefits. As one nurse put it,

“We can’t do our jobs because we don’t have the staff.” The strike has drawn attention to the high salaries
of the CEOs of the three hospitals—26 million dollars at New York Presbyterian, 16 million at Montefiore,

and 5 million at Mt. Sinai. 
 

· God, we thank you for nurses everywhere. Thank you for their devotion to their patients, for how they
nurture and care for us when we are sick. May negotiations run smoothly, resulting in a fair resolution, not

only in the New York City strike but in similar strikes in other locations and in various types of
employment. Loving God, we offer you our prayer. 

 
Claudette Colvin, a civil rights pioneer, died on January 13 at age 86. When Colvin was just 15 years old, she

refused to give up her Montgomery, Alabama bus seat for a white passenger, and was arrested, nine
months before Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat. A year after her arrest, 16-year-old Colvin was

one of four plaintiffs that testified in the Supreme Court case that outlawed racial segregation on buses. 
 

· God, we thank you for the life of Claudette Colvin. We thank you for giving her the courage to stand up
for right and wrong even at such a young age. May we be inspired by her and by others who are equally

conscientious and courageous. Loving God, we offer you our prayer. 




