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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 

 
How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 
We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 
How to financially support us 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
A note on Communion Wafers 

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Today we stand at the threshold between Epiphany and Lent. On a mountain Jesus is revealed in 

glory as God’s beloved Son. This vision is given not to escape suffering, but to strengthen us as Jesus 

turns toward the cross. We gather because we need that vision: to trust God’s presence in the days 

ahead. As Lent begins, we follow Jesus on the journey toward the cross, trusting the life God promises. 

Also, at the end of today’s service, we will put aside, or “bury,” the word “alleluia.” This word of joy will 

be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. You are 

encouraged to use this time to breathe and center yourself. 
 

 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silently consider one way you need God’s mercy today. 
 

P: Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served 

our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where 
honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn 
us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may 
do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. A: Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “ Joyful Is the Dark”                         (ACS 1096) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE 
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*Hymn OF PRAISE  
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.      A: And also with you  

P: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by 

the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus 

your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with 

Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
A: Amen. 
 

 
 

Word 
Listen for how God is speaking to you in the readings 

First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18 
The presence of God – in this lesson in the desert after freeing Israel from slavery in Egypt – is 

awesome. It is accompanied by pyrotechnics which will appear again in the Gospel reading. 

But it is never simply special effects – when God appears, God speaks, with reassurance and 

command.  
 

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will give 

you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for 

their instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto 

the mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back 

to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

  15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The 

glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the 

seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of 

the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 

Israelites. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 

mountain for forty days and forty nights.                              

         L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: 2             (Sung to the tune Passion Chorale  (ELW 351)) 

This psalm was probably written for a coronation ceremony, which involved 

the adoption of the king by God. The adoption formula is the same the disciples hear 

God speak from the cloud in today’s Gospel. 

 
 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
Close to death, the author is worried that his community will be misled by lying prophets, 

rather than holding to the trustworthy words the apostles have handed down to them. These 

apostles are reliable, since they were eye-witnesses of Jesus’ life and ministry, including the 

Transfiguration.  

 
16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he 

received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by 
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the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on 

the holy mountain. 

  19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 

attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no 

prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy 

ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 

God.                     L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

*Gospel Reading:   Matthew 17:1-9 
Both Moses and Elijah spoke with God in person on mountains. This story immediately follows 

Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Messiah and Jesus’ first prediction of his crucifixion.  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the seventeenth chapter.   
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them 

up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face 

shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to 

them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us 

to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, 

and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 

listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome 

by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And 

when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
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9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 

vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”           

                     P: The gospel of the Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 

*Hymn Of the Day: “Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair”          (ELW 316) 

 
          

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession  
 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. As each prayer is said, think of 

one person or place in need of that prayer. 

A brief silence. 

L: Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful with the 

revelation of Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully follow him in the way of the cross. 

Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Life-giving God, creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a deep respect for the 

interdependence of all life, and make us wise and vigilant stewards of your good earth. 

Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Peacemaking God, the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end to violent conflict 

(regions at war may be named). Give wisdom to negotiators and sanctuary to refugees. 

Defend any who are in danger. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any who are 

experiencing illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort the dying and those who 

grieve (especially). Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Holy God, in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, and receive 

assurance of your love. Inspire all who prepare, lead, and participate in worship to serve 

you with reverence and joy. Merciful God, 

A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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L: Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for the witness of those 

who have died in faith especially Marilyn Niemann and Ken Showers, and we praise you 

for the hope we have in Christ, our Morning Star. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all 

for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 

Meal 
Offering 
 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 

Offertory: “ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                            (ELW 184) 
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have 

prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 

 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness 

should give way to your own brilliant light. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

*Sanctus 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. 
 

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Until his great Epiphany, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, 

his dying and rising, and his promise to come again, 

we await that day when all the universe 

will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 

we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  

Come to the table; taste and see. 
 

*Lamb of God  

 

 

 
 

Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.  
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Communion Hymn: “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”                               (ACS 942) 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen 

 
*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 
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*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 

sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this 

table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to 

all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 

Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
The Pastor prays a prayer for members to bring communion to fellow Christian siblings who 

could not attend worship this morning.  
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

Burying “Alleluia” 
 

*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
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*Sending hymn: “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”                                           (ELW 318) 

 
 
 

Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude 
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Daily Readings for the week 

 

Sunday, February 15    Thursday, February 19 

Exodus 24:12-18      Jonah 3:1-10 

Psalm 2 (7) or Psalm 99 (9)    Romans 1:1-7 

2 Peter 1:16-21      Psalm 51 

Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Monday, February 16       Friday, February 20 

Exodus 33:7-23     Jonah 4:1-11 

Acts 7:30-34      Romans 1:8-17 

Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55    Psalm 51 

 

Tuesday, February 17    Saturday, February 21 

1 Kings 19:9-18     Isaiah 58:1-12 

Romans 11:1-6     Matthew 18:1-7 

Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55    Psalm 51 

Wednesday, February 18 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12  

Psalm 51:1-17 (1)  

2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10  

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
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Serving Today 
Presiding Minister...……………………………………… Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…… Art Reede 

Musician..…………………………………………….............Jacob Heller 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Karen Magnuson 

Reader……………………………………………………………Ann Reede 
  

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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