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Welcome to Worship!  

 
We’re glad you’re here! 

 

 

New Hope’s mission is to discover, experience, and share God’s 

love  

with our hearts, hands and voices  

 
As followers of Christ, we will: 

-encourage a spiritual journey 

-celebrate the diversity and gifts that each person brings 

-learn from each other 

-engage with the world around us 
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Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 
February 8, 2026 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who 

spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense 
of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right 
words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and 
give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of 
water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your 

sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you 
with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 
 

Please join in singing :  ELW 532  (Red)  Gather Us In 
 
 1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
 now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
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2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
 we are the old who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 
 here we will take the bread of new birth, 
 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
 give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven, light years away— 
 here in this place the new light is shining, 
 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever, 
 gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon 

you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power 

to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Come Holy Spirit and speak to us through the scripture readings, 
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The First Reading is from the 58th Chapter of Isaiah 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the 
ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no 
substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, 
sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 
  
1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people 
their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and 
delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did 
not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want 
God on their side. 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but 
you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all 
your workers. 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such 
fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I 
choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in 
sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 6 Is not this 
the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice,  to undo the straps of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread 
with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, 
to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall break 
forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go 
before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 9a Then you shall call, and 
the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 9b If you remove 
the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if you offer 
your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in 
the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11 The Lord will guide you continually 
and satisfy your needs in parched places and make your bones strong, and you shall be 
like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail. 12 Your ancient 
ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall 
be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
 
Come Lord Jesus. 
Fill our hearts. 
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The Second Reading is from the 2ndChapter of 1 Corinthians 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and 

wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. 

True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation 

in the cross. 

1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of 
God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in 
much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive 
words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your 
faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 6 Yet among the 
mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 
age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which 
God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age 
understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is 
written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what 
God has prepared for those who love him”— 10 God has revealed to us through the 
Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For what human 
knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not 
the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the 
gifts bestowed on us by God. 13 And we speak of these things in words not taught by 
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 
spiritual. 14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned. 15 Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are 
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 16 “For who has known the mind of the 
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
 
Come Lord Jesus. 
Fill our hearts. 
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The Gospel Reading is from the 5th Chapter of Matthew 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 
[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled 
under foot. 
 
  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not 
light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all 
accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Oh Christ. 

 

Message:              Pastor Jeff Swanson 
 

Please join in singing:   ELW 715  (Red)  Christ Be Our Light 
 
 1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 
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Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone.  Refrain 

 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

 

The Prayers  

The assisting minister and pastor will lead us in prayer, please respond after each petition with: 
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Merciful God.  
Receive our prayer. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Sharing God’s Peace: 

 
The God of love and peace be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Our Offerings to God in gratitude to God we return a part of what he has given us as an offering 

realizing that all we have is God’s. The offering that is gathered is for the mission of the church, including 
the care of those in need locally and worldwide. Offerings can be placed in the plate, dropped off into our 
mail slot, arranged by bill pay at your financial institution or we have online giving available below.  

 
Giving QR Code 

                                  

  
 

Enjoy the special music as the gifts are gathered.   
 
After the gifts are gathered, please stand as you are able and join in singing.  
 

Come And See       ACS 976 
What are you looking for? 

Come, see, come and see. 

What are you looking for? 

Come and see. (Come and see.) 
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Let us Pray, God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared 

for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use 

what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Meal  

 

Communion Jesus, who gladly ate with tax collectors and sinners, now invites you exactly as you are to 

this holy meal. Come share in the bread and wine that is Jesus’ very self.  All is made ready for you.  
 

Christ is here among us. 
Christ is truly with us 

 

Words of Institution 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us join together praying as Jesus taught us: 

C   Our Father in heaven,    Our Father, who art in heaven 

   hallowed be your name,    hallowed be thy name, 

   your kingdom come,    thy kingdom come, 
  your will be done,     thy will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven.    on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread.    Give us this day our daily bread; 
  Forgive us our sins     and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those     as we forgive those who trespass  
  who sin against us.    against us; and lead us not into 
  Save us from the time of trial                       temptation, But deliver us from 
  And deliver us from evil.    evil. For thine is the kingdom 
  For the kingdom, the power,   and the power, and the glory, 
  and the glory are yours,    forever and ever. Amen 
  now and forever. Amen  
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Invitation To Communion  

 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 
All are invited to come to the banquet. 
 

Communion Distribution  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say; The body of Christ, given for you. The blood 
of Christ shed for you. Each person may respond, Amen. The wine is red and grape juice is the lighter color. 
Gluten free bread is available upon request. Place your empty cups in the baskets on the side. During the 
distribution, please join in singing: 

 
ELW 712  (Red)  Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service 
 

 1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

 bore the weight of human need, 

 who upon the cross, forsaken, 

 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

 we, your servants, bring the worship 

 not of voice alone, but heart; 

 consecrating to your purpose 

 ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 

2 Still your children wander homeless; 

 still the hungry cry for bread; 

 still the captives long for freedom; 

 still in grief we mourn our dead. 

 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

 healed the sick and freed the soul, 

 by your Spirit send your power 

 to our world to make it whole. 
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3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

 till your love's revealing light 

 in its height and depth and greatness 

 dawns upon our quickened sight, 

 making known the needs and burdens 

 your compassion bids us bear, 

 stirring us to ardent service, 

 your abundant life to share. 

 

4 Called by worship to your service, 

 forth in your dear name we go, 

 to the child, the youth, the aged,  

 love in living deeds to show; 

 hope and health, good will and comfort, 

 counsel, aid and peace we give, 

 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 

 may your mercy know and live. 

 

Prayer of Blessing and Thanks    
 
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his 
body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen 
and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Announcements 

 
 Please continue to check on members, friends and neighbors.  
 The Food Pantry. We are open on Saturdays from 9-until food runs 

out.  Always looking for volunteers, grocery bags, canned goods, 
cereal, etc 
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ACS 1000  (Blue)  God’s Work, Our Hands 
 
 1 God's work, our hands: working together, 

 building a future, repairing the world, 

 raising up homes, planting new gardens, 

 feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold. 

 Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, 

 sharing the good news of your gospel. 

 

2 God's work, our feet: trav'ling together, 

 following Jesus to places unknown, 

 walking as friends, marching for freedom, 

 running the race with God's future the goal. 

 Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, 

 sharing the good news of your gospel. 

 

3 God's work, our voice: singing together, 

 praising, proclaiming to all who will hear, 

 praying for peace, shouting for justice, 

 claiming God's love for the lost and the least. 

 Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name, 

 sharing the good news of your gospel. 

 

4 God is at work in and around us: 

 seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise! 

 Washed and set free, humbled and honored, 

 gifted by grace, we respond in God's love. 

 Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, 

 sharing the good news of your gospel. 
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Benediction Blessing 
 

Please stand as you are able 

Please join in singing the Sending Song 

 
Brothers, sisters, all are we part of God’s great family. 

As we go from this place, may God keep us in His grace. 
May God keep us in His grace. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

We are so glad you worshipped here today and invite you again.  If you are looking 
for a faith family, we invite you to consider New Hope 

 

Serving Today: 

Ministers Every Member and Friend 
Presiding Pastor Jeff Swanson 
Music Director Gail Manago 
Worship Assistant                                                                        Martina Jackson                                            
Reader                                                          Martina Jackson                                                                                               
Ushers Angie Gifford & Monika Hughes 
Tech Team                 Kathy Brosch, Debbie Strom, Jeff Strom 
Sound Howard Swan, Kitt Swan 
Video Craig Sharp, Steve Marshall 
Song Leaders          Susan Hernandez, Martina Jackson, Christine Swan 

 
New Hope’s licenses for all service music today:  

Augsburg Fortress SAS004290, CCLI 3181482, One License A-400855. 

 
Serving February 15 -Pastor Jeff Swanson 
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Readings for February 15:    Exodus 24:12-18 Moses enters the cloud of God’s glory on Mount Sinai, 

Psalm 2 You are my son; this day have I begotten you. (Ps. 2:7), Psalm 99 (alternate) 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord; worship upon God’s holy hill. (Ps. 99:9), 2 Peter 1:16-21 The apostle’s 

message confirmed on the mount of transfiguration, Matthew 17:1-9 Revelation of Christ as God’s 

beloved Son 

 

 

 

New Hope Lutheran Church 
4801 SunValley Drive    

El Paso, Texas 79924.2535 
newhopelutheranchurchelpaso@gmail.com        

915.821.2079 
NewHope915.com 

Katie’s Pantry – 915-494-0456 
https://www.facebook.com/Katiesfoodpantry/ 

 

 

 
We Are Sent Into The World To Share What Has Been Given To Us 

 

                                                

                                                          

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/0
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It’s Time to Lighten Up! 

This is a strange time of year. The days are short, the nights are long, and even though 
we dream of more daylight, we walk around hoping against hope that there won’t be 
enough sunshine produced for a rodent (okay, a groundhog!) to see its own shadow. A 
quick scan of today’s news can be equally as bleak. It is time for a little more light in an 
otherwise dark and dreary time. Enter Epiphany. The missional emphasis of this season 
shines like a beacon of light and hope in the dead of winter, bringing good news in the 
middle of this world’s not-so-good news. This week God provides the mission in Isaiah—
feed the hungry, care for the homeless, clothe the naked. Upon accomplishing this 
mission God tells the people, “Your light shall break forth like the dawn.” Paul continues 
his Spirit-led mission, encouraging the church in Corinth, “No eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him.” 
Jesus teaches his disciples, “You are the light of the world. . . . Let your light shine before 
others” (Matt. 5:14, 16). Through these words in Jesus’ sermon, he gives followers of 
every day and age a mission to share the light which scatters the darkness. Whether you 
are looking in the news or out the window, things may seem pretty dark and dreary at 
this time of year, but do not miss the light of Epiphany! We are indeed created in God’s 
image, therefore the spark of the divine is alive in all of us. The light shines through us as 
we live out God’s mission for our lives each day. As Epiphany continues, we should all be 
prepared to let our light shine and share the good news. 

 

                                

 

 

Interim Pastor                       Jeff Swanson 
Vicar           Thania Drake 
Katie’s Pantry Director                     Mary Anez & The Rev Jeff St. Clair 
Rocky Mountain Synod                        The Rev Dr. Meghan Aelabouni, Bishop 
ELCA Churchwide              The Rev Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop 


