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NUANCED KNOW YOUR RIGHTS FROM TRUSTED PARTNER:
MAKE THE ROAD NEW YORK

MRNY has created this know your rights document to provide guidance for individuals who
want to travel by plane within the U.S. and to U.S. territories such as Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands. Use this document to make the best decision for yourself, but remember that
this document does not constitute legal advice.

Traveling to Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa or the Northern Mariana
Islands?

Even though these islands are part of the United States, immigrant travelers to these places can
be put through the same review process by immigration officers as international travelers.

Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”) has the authority to conduct “preinspection” at the
airport in Puerto Rico and other U.S. territories, where they can review if you are allowed to re-
enter the mainland U.S. before you board the flight back. This “preinspection” process is
generally done in a very informal manner and sometimes not done at all. This may involve CBP
officers asking if you are a citizen of the U.S. and asking you about your immigration status or to
see your passport. In some instances, CBP officers may take you to a separate area for more

questioning.

Please be aware that travel to Puerto Rico and other U.S. territories can be risky for both(1)
undocumented individuals; and(2)individuals with lawful status who are deportable or
inadmissible due to criminal convictions or other bars to reentry. If you are in these categories,
it is important that you consult with an attorney or legal service provider before traveling by
plane to Puerto Rico or any of the other U.S. territories.

Traveling Within the Continental United States, Hawaii and Alaska

If you are a non-citizen planning to travel within the continental United States (48 states),
Hawaii and Alaska, it is important to know your rights and what identification is required.

Starting May 7, 2025 everyone who travels on an airplane within the 50 states must present a
REAL ID or passport. Unfortunately, New York licenses issued under the new Green Light law, for
people without social security numbers, are not REAL IDs. Valid work authorization cards with a
photo are REAL IDs.

Even if you are not flying internationally, immigration authorities have the power to inspect
travelers in and around international airports. Because CBP is present in all major airports, there
is a risk of being stopped and questioned by immigration authorities in the airport and, if you do
not have status, of being placed in removal proceedings or detained. Some people do not need
to be concerned about flying. For people with valid work permits, DACA or TPS status, or people
who are already in removal proceedings, flying does not carry the same risks because
immigration authorities already know that these individuals are here.




\

-

- Law & Justice

-
7

Network

\ L] .
~ 4 Immigration

NUANCED KNOW YOUR RIGHTS FROM TRUSTED PARTNER

IMMIGRANT DEFENSE PROJECT

‘When Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents go to homes
or in the community to arrest non-citizens, they often tell lies or “ruses”

about who they are and what they are doing. ICE agents use ruses to
get into homes without judicial warrants, to obtain information, or
to arrest people outside of their homes. A common ICE ruse is that

agents pretend they are local law enforcement. ICE agents will say they

are “police” and purposefully not identify themselves as ICE agents.

This can be confusing as they are often dressed in plain-clothes or in
uniforms that do not indicate that they are ICE. ICE police ruses can
also happen over the phone.

Ruse (In Person)

General Investigation Ruse

“We are conducting an investigation

and want to ask some questions.”
“Can we

come

H H vl
Criminal Investigation Ruse inside?

“We are investigating a crime, can
we ask you a few questions?”

. tdentity Theft Ruse

“Your son is the victim of identity
theft, and we rieed to talk to him.”

“Can you
come
outside?”

“Have you seen this suspect?”

Ruse (By Phone)

Lost ID Ruse

“Can we
come to

“We found a lost ID. you?”

You're a Suspect Ruse

“Can you
come to
us?”

“We're investigating a crime
and you are a suspect.”

“POLICE, open up”
“Pm Detective [name]”
“We are the warrant squad”
“We are from the XYZ precinct”

“Pm calling from [local court
name] to confirm your address”

“Pm calling from the
District Attorney’s office”

“\We are looking for X, who
is a victim of identity theft”

Goal

Identify

Arrest
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\ U} ' For more information on ICE ruses and raids and for IDP's Know Your Rights materials, go to immdefense.org/raids
- To report a raid where ICE has used a ruse, contact iDP’s hotline at 212-725-6422 (c) Immigrant Defense Praject 2020



