 Bless this Mess – Why trying Harder isn’t working! 
 (Romans 1:1-17)

I recently heard someone describe life like this…

“I tried the race thing, the gender thing, the border thing, the homeless thing, the war thing, the election thing, the climate thing… everything.” 

That’s how a lot of people feel right now.
“I tried caring about everything — and I’m exhausted.”

Underneath it all is a question most people r carrying: “Am I doing enough?”

Romans isn’t written to people who have it all together. It’s written to people living in complexity, confusion, pressure… & grace. 

This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, Romans 1:1

PAUL’S POSITION — SLAVE


δοῦλος – slave – someone who is legally owned by someone else and whose entire livelihood is dependent upon and whose purpose is determined by their master.

Most of our mess comes from living life like we belong to ourselves. 

This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, chosen by God to be an apostle, 

κλητός klētós; - chosen -  to call. Called, invited, welcomed, appointed. 

PAUL’S PURPOSE — APOSTLE
	
This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, chosen by God to be an apostle, and set apart for the Good News.” Romans 1:1

PAUL’S PRIORITY — SET APART FOR THE GOSPEL

ἀφορίζω aphorízō; - set apart -  To separate locally; to separate from or cast out of society as wicked and abominable, to excommunicate; to separate, select to some office or work. 

2 God promised this Good News long ago through his prophets in the holy Scriptures. 3 The Good News is about his Son. In his earthly life he was born into King David’s family line, 4 and he was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord.

the Gospel is grounded in God’s STORY

6 And you are included among those Gentiles who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ. 7 I am writing to all of you in Rome who are loved by God and are called to be his own holy people.

The GOSPEL CREATES BELONGING (vv. 5–7)


The GOSPEL PRODUCES AFFECTION (vv. 8–13) 

PAUL’S POSTURE

14 For I have a great sense of obligation to people in both the civilized world and the rest of the world, to the educated and uneducated alike. 

“I AM OBLIGATED”

15 So I am eager to come to you in Rome, too, to preach the Good News.  

“I AM EAGER”

16 For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. Rom 1:14–17

“I AM NOT ASHAMED”

17 This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.” 

Where have you turned the Gospel back into something you have to earn? – ‘Am I doing Enough?’

· The Gospel is not - “Do better and God will love you.”

· The Gospel is - “You are loved — now live from that place.”

We belong to Jesus… 
We are changed by Jesus… 
We are sent by Jesus… 
We Carry Jesus. 
