These Three Things
Hope the Anchor of Our Souls
“these three things remain, faith, hope, and love, but the greatest of these is LOVE.
Our family has a habit of binge-watching The Hunger Games together — one movie rolls into the next, snacks disappear, and suddenly we’re deep into Panem again. Somewhere in the middle of it all, we stumbled across a short clip where President Snow talks about hope. It was ironic, almost unsettling, to hear a villain speak so intentionally about hope — not as something to nurture, but as something dangerous if left unchecked. The line landed heavier than expected, especially in a story built on oppression, fear, and survival.
It reminded us that hope, when misplaced, can be manipulated, but when rooted in truth, it becomes unstoppable. Now in the Hunger Games Hope was found in Katniss…who was wishy washy at best and unstable in the least.  
The Hunger Games (5/12) Movie CLIP - Hope (2012) HD
Hope (biblical hope) is a confident expectation and assurance based on God’s character and promises — not uncertainty or wishful thinking.
Titus 1:2 (ESV)
“In hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began.”
Last week we learned that faith requires an action while Hope requires a Trust
2 Corinthians 5:7 (ESV)
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”
James 2:17 (ESV)
“So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”
Romans 10:17 (ESV)
“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”
Faith takes the step, but Hope sets the destination. 
The passage points back to Abraham.  God’s promise to Abraham is used as the primary example of enduring faith and hope (vv. 13–15).  God swore by Himself.
Because there was no one greater, God swore by His own name, highlighting the absolute certainty of His promise (v. 13).  God’s promises are unchangeable.
The passage emphasizes two unchangeable things: God’s promise and God’s oath, both of which make it impossible for God to lie (v. 18).  Hope is described as a refuge.
Believers are encouraged to “take refuge” in hope, suggesting safety, protection, and assurance in God (v. 18).  Hope is not emotional optimism.  The hope described is objective and secure, rooted in God’s character—not feelings or circumstances.  Hope is called an anchor for the soul.  This is one of the strongest metaphors in Scripture, showing hope as something that holds us steady during storms (v. 19).  The anchor is secure and steadfast.  The text emphasizes that this hope does not slip, drift, or fail (v. 19).  Hope reaches beyond what is seen.
The anchor goes “behind the curtain,” pointing to the heavenly realm and God’s presence, not earthly secure.  The curtain imagery refers to the Holy of Holies.  This connects hope directly to access to God’s presence, once limited but now opened through Christ.  The passage centers on Jesus as our guarantee.  The hope described is ultimately secured because Jesus has gone before us, making our hope permanent and personal (v. 20, implied continuation).
Hebrews 6:13-20
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham,[b] having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 
1. Hope is found in the unchangeable character of God
God’s character does not shift with time, culture, or circumstance. Hebrews 6 grounds our hope in the fact that God does not evolve, revise, or retract what He has spoken.
· God is unchanging in His nature
“For I the Lord do not change.” (Malachi 3:6)
· God is unchanging in His faithfulness
Human faithfulness fluctuates; God’s does not.
“If we are faithless, he remains faithful.” (2 Timothy 2:13)
· God is incapable of lying
Hebrews 6 emphasizes that it is impossible for God to lie — not unlikely, not rare, but impossible.
“God is not man, that he should lie.” (Numbers 23:19)
Because God’s character is fixed, His promises are secure. He doesn’t improve with time, and He doesn’t weaken under pressure. What God said thousands of years ago carries the same authority today.
2. Hope is found in the promises of God (story of Maylen in Basketball)
Hebrews 6:17–18 highlights two unchangeable things: God’s promise and God’s oath. This is God, in grace, meeting human weakness — giving assurance not because He doubts Himself, but because we doubt.
· God’s promises are rooted in His will, not circumstances
“The counsel of the Lord stands forever.” (Psalm 33:11)
· God’s promises are confirmed by His Word
Faith does not rest on outcomes but on what God has spoken.
“He who promised is faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23)
· God’s promises are fulfilled in Christ
Every promise finds its “yes” in Jesus.
“For all the promises of God find their Yes in him.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.
3. Hope in Jesus is the Anchor of our Souls (picture of real and gps anchor side by side)
Actual (Physical) Anchors.  
A real anchor is a heavy object dropped to the seabed to hold a boat in place.
What it does
· Stops drifting
· Holds firm during storms
· Depends on weight + grip
· Works only where it touches something solid (which in biblical lands actually work)
GPS Anchors (Virtual Anchoring / Position Hold)
A GPS anchor (often called dynamic positioning or spot lock) uses satellites, sensors, and motors to keep a vessel at a precise location.  What it does
· Continuously adjusts position
· Compensates for wind, waves, and current
· Requires constant power and correction
· Works by knowing where you are and where you’re supposed to be
Simple Analogy
· Physical anchor: “Stay here no matter what.”
· GPS anchor: “Stay right here — and keep correcting if pushed.”
· Hope is like a GPS anchor — it keeps your eyes fixed on the destination.
Hope as an Anchor — A Final Picture
Picture a ship in the middle of a storm. The waves are loud, the wind is relentless, and the sky is dark. The anchor isn’t floating on the surface where everyone can see it. It’s dropped deep, far below the waves, gripping something solid. The storm doesn’t stop — but the ship doesn’t drift. That’s exactly how biblical hope works. 
Hope doesn’t remove the storm. It keeps you from being carried away by it.
Now take it one step further. Hebrews says this anchor doesn’t hook into the ocean floor — it goes behind the curtain, into the very presence of God. That means our hope isn’t tied to circumstances, 
people, 
outcomes, 
or emotions. 

It’s tied to God Himself — 
His unchanging character and unbreakable promises.
You may still feel the wind.
You may still see the waves.
But beneath it all, hope is holding.
“The storm doesn’t decide where I end up — my anchor does.”
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