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GATHERING

PRELUDE

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Thy Strong Word
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1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness;  at thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, dark as
3 Thy strong Word be - speaks us righ - teous; bright with
4 From the cross thy wis - dom shin - ing  break - eth
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speak - ing it was done. For cre - at - ed light we
night and deep as death, broke the light of thy sal -
thine own ho - li - ness, glo - rious now, we press toward
forth in con - qu’ring might; from the cross for - ev - er
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thank thee, while thine or - dered sea - sons run.
va - tion, breathed thine own life - breath-ing breath.
glo - 1y, and our lives  our hopes con - fess.
beam - eth all thy bright re - deem - ing light
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praiseto thee who light dost send!
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia  with-out end!

5 Give us lips to sing thy glory, 6 God the Father, light-creator,

tongues thy mercy to proclaim,

throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Allcluia!l

May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,

alleluias without end!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

to thee laud and honor be.

To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.

Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.

Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and
earth, the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the
waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own
interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit
where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts
are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give
us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk
humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now
declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in
the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with
the gift of peace.

Amen.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord

0
)’
G

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

P: Let us pray. Lord God, your loving kindness always goes before us and
follows after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways
of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Choir Anthem
WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
latter time he will make glorious the way of the seq, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied exultation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all
of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that you
be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been made
clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers
and sisters. What | mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or *I belong
to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been
divided? Was Paul crucified for youe Or were you baptized in the name of
Paule | thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that
Nno one can say that you were baptized in my name. | did baptize also the
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household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone
else. For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not
with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its
power.

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

o

*GRADUAL HYMN
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

*GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter, beginning with the
12th verse.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the seq, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet
Isaiah might be fulfilled:

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

on the road by the seq, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
the people who sat in darkness

have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death

light has dawned.”

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. And he
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said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of people.” Immediately
they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their
father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left
the boat and their father and followed him.

Jesus went throughout all Galilee, feaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the

9

good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among
the people.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
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HYMN OF THE DAY
Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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I “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed sce if I but call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile  stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you've found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what 1
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus T'll  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”’
mean  in you and  you in me?”’
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Tona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended to the dead; on the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God'’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.
Holy One, you enftrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel to
the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the faith of all
who follow Christ. Merciful God,
receive our prayer

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift of
life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all
inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of
Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We pray for
those in authority. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Healer, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who
are sick, especially Rosemary Rizzo, Tony Rizzo, Erin Jankowski, Dee Marinov,
John Veihdeffer, and all those we name in our hearts. We pray for all who are
affected by natural disasters. Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us
a spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one another as you love us.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we
come at last into the communion of all your saints in light. We especially pray for
Emily Friedrich. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend
all for whom we pray to God'’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus
our Savior.

Amen
PEACE
P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also, with you.
P: Let us share God’s peace with each other now.

MEAL

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE

*OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for
those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use
what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*THE PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in alll
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord Jesus taught
us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the
table; taste and see.

COMMUNION MusIC
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Light Shone in Darkness
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1 Light shone in dark - ness at the world’s cre - a - tion,
2 Light shone in dark - ness at the new cre - a - tion;
3 Light shines in dark - ness till  the full cre - a - tion;
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tion. All that has be - ing,
tion. Sing, earth and heav-en,
tion, longs for God’s jus - tice,

bath - ing in beau - ty na-ture’srev-e - la
Christ rose in glo - ry, won for us sal-va
Christ’s bod -y, groan-ing, suf-fers trib-u - la
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cry in ad - o - ra - tion, “Praise for the lightt A - men!”
hymns of ju - bi - la - tion, praise for the lightt A - men!
glob - al trans-for - ma - tion, prays for the lightt A - men!

Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939

Music: LUX IN TENEBRIS, Mark Sedio, b. 1954

Text © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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SENDING

*PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you
in his grace forever.
Amen.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your
word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In
your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Amen.

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from
this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and
bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

*BENEDICTION
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your
heart for praise + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn
(See next page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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SENDING HYMN
Lift Every Voice and Sing
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I Lift ev-'ry voice and sing  till carth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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felt in the days when hope un - born had  died;
thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;
04 N
D" A ] I'\I

1 ] I

1
Let our re - joic - ing rise  high as the lis - tning skies,
yet with a  stead - y beat, have not our wea - 1y feet
thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing  sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
keep us for - ev - er in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we  met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that  the pres - ent has brought  us;
we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,

lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for - get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march  on till  vic - to - 1y is won.
where the  white gleam of  our bright star is cast.
true to our God, true to  our na - tive  land.

Text: James W. Johnson. 1871-1938
Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954
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St. Paul’s Social Ministry committee is excited to announce a new effort which we
are calling “Wash Me Clean.” This will be a personal and household hygiene pantry,
supplying products that benefits do not cover. We have all seen how prices have
skyrocketed. We all know what it costs just to put food on the table and provide
stable housing. Many benefits have been severely cut or completely discontinued,
leaving people with the choice of feeding their families and keeping their roof and
walls, or being able to purchase the necessary items to keep their environment and
themselves clean. This has long been an unmet need, and it has increased markedly.

Wash Me Clean (WMC) will stock cleaning, laundry and other housekeeping supplies,
as well as stocking personal hygiene supplies. We will be relying on donations in
order to make this successful, and a donation bin will be located in the foyer where
we normally collect items for our individual drives (we are asking for full sized
products). Much like Sleep in Heavenly Peace, this effort will be ongoing, so if you’re
shopping and see something on sale, grab it if the spirit moves you and toss it in the
bin. A list of needed supplies with an Amazon link will be out shortly. Monetary
donations in the form of cash or gift cards cards will be gratefully accepted, just
hand your donation to Joe Somma, Sue Gibbons or Pastor and it will be used to
purchase things as needed.

Wash Me Clean will be a ministry of St. Paul’s, with a goal of involving other
churches and organizations in the near future. We will be reaching out to the
community to determine areas of need. This effort is unique in that we’ve chosen to
serve the northern suburbs (Amherst, the Tonawandas, Grand Island, Clarence and
Akron), as there are many struggling financially outside of the urban area with few
resources. We are also here to take care of our own St. Paul’s family, so if you or
someone you know has a need, please don’t hesitate to reach out. Everything will be
kept confidential.

Please pray for this new endeavor. We are hoping to shine the light of Christ and
make a real difference in people’s lives.

Peace,
St. Paul’s Social Ministry Committee
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““Announcements

WE PRAY FOR...

- Rosemary Rizzo - Tony Rizzo - Erin Jankowski -

-Dee Marinov- Diane Busdiecker-Elaine Wolffer-

-Brian Freeburg- Maryann and Chip Orlando-
The friends and family of Emily Friedrich

George Troester- Son of Maureen Sieteski
Maya Chakraborty

Katherine Sikorski

Brooke- Great-niece of Annette Berg

Angela Roeser

Emily- Niece of Patty Walker

Frank Senn- Brother of Nancy Noble

Janice Darveau- Friend of Kathy Busdiecker
David Jinks- Sarah Kuehfus’ Father

The family of Pete & Gayle Ciraolo- Vince
Ciraolo’s cousin

Jessica Ekman- Friend of Karl and Judy Kristoff
Diane Byers- Friend of Nancy Stoehr

Reed White- Friend of Nancy Stoehr

Tom Smith- Shirley Shannon’s brother-in-law

The annual meeting of the St.
Paul’s congregation will take
place on Sunday, February 8%

following the service.

h ST. PAUL'S

SCAN HERE FOR ST. PAUL’S DONATION PAGE

2 @ LUTHERAN CHURCH



- A New Wav to Follow

Nations wage war, gangs battle each other, families quarrel,
communities of faith divide. We hear others say and even hear
ourselves saying, “There is no other way.”

In Jesus, the light of Gods kingdom draws near and a new way
shines for us to follow.

In today’s gospel, Jesus first withdraws (Matt. 4:12). The word
anachoreo (to withdraw) is used ten times in Matthew’s gospel
—each time as Jesus’ response to violence or conflict. John the
Baptist has been arrested, and tension is beginning to build.
The way of God and the way of the world’s rulers are beginning
to collide.

In Jesus, a new kingdom has drawn near, a kingdom of
nonviolence and non-retaliation. Jesus’ withdrawal is not
simply passivity but points to a vision of an alternate way of
reigning as king. Jesus rules not with violence, abusive power, or
through division but through voluntarily emptying himself of
power, identifying with the oppressed and burdened, and
healing that which is broken. Into this new reign, Jesus calls the
disciples to follow him, a way that appears foolish and weak to
those who cannot discern it. To those God calls, it is the wisdom
and strength, the light and power of God.

To follow in the way of Jesus places one’s life at risk, for it
eventually leads to the cross. To follow, though, implies
someone is leading. The way God calls us to follow has already
been filled with the loving kindness and mercy of Jesus who has
gone before us and who leads us to the foot of the cross. There,
in the shadow of the cross, God makes a way for unity in the
midst of division, for healing in the midst of brokenness, for
peace in the midst of violence, for forgiveness in the midst of
betrayal. Around the table, the kingdom of God draws near;
Jesus’ broken body announces forgiveness, healing, peace, and
unity. Many bodies are nourished and formed into the one body
of Christ, called and sent to follow in the way of Jesus, to be
broken and shed for the sake of the world.

PASTOR ASHLIN MARCHESE
’fr ‘_\__ PREACHER/PRESIDER
'—-J \-H PATRICK GARD
" | = ORGANIST
KATHY HABERMEHL
LITURGICAL ASSISTANT
JESSICA MASON
COMMUNION ASSISTANT
JOHN HANNON, GENE EMSER
USHERS

TRACEY CIRAOLO
ALTAR GUILD




