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The Day of the Lord

Joel 1:1-20

Big Idea: Studying prophecy isn't about fear—it's about preparation. 27% of the Bible is prophetic, pointing
us to God's faithfulness. Joel's warning calls us to wake up, weep over sin, and cry out to the Lord. Are we
listening? Will we tell our children?

Reading:
Joel 1:1-4;
Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Day 1: Wake Up and

Listen

God begins His message through Joel with a simple command: "Hear." Before we can
respond to God's truth, we must first listen. In our noisy, distracted world, we often
sleepwalk through our spiritual lives, intoxicated by comfort and worldly pursuits. God calls
us to wake up—to be spiritually sober and alert. The Shema reminds us that loving God with
all our heart begins with hearing His Word. Today, ask yourself: Am | truly listening to what
God is saying? Have | allowed His Word to penetrate my heart, or am | merely going through
religious motions? Create space today to sit quietly before the Lord, opening your Bible and
your heart to truly hear what He wants to speak to you.

Notes:
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The Day of the Lord

Joel 1:1-20

Big Idea: Studying prophecy isn't about fear—it's about preparation. 27% of the Bible is prophetic, pointing
us to God's faithfulness. Joel's warning calls us to wake up, weep over sin, and cry out to the Lord. Are we
listening? Will we tell our children?

Reading:
Joel 1:3;
Psalm 78:1-8

Day 2: Tell the Next

Generation

God's command to "tell your children" echoes throughout Scripture. The faith we've
received isn't meant to end with us—it's a sacred trust to pass along. When we fail to share
God's faithfulness with the next generation, we leave them spiritually vulnerable and
unprepared for life's storms. This isn't just about formal teaching; it's about weaving God's
truth into everyday conversations—at the dinner table, during car rides, at bedtime. Our
children and grandchildren need to hear how God has worked in history and in our personal
lives. What stories of God's faithfulness can you share today? Don't assume someone else
will do it. Your testimony matters. Your obedience to pass on truth may be the very thing
that anchors future generations to Christ.

Notes:
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The Day of the Lord

Joel 1:1-20

Big Idea: Studying prophecy isn't about fear—it's about preparation. 27% of the Bible is prophetic, pointing
us to God's faithfulness. Joel's warning calls us to wake up, weep over sin, and cry out to the Lord. Are we
listening? Will we tell our children?

Reading:
Day 3: Weep Over Sin Joel 1:13-14;
James 4:7/-10

When was the last time you wept over your own sin? Our culture has lost the art of godly
grief—the kind of sorrow that leads to genuine repentance. Joel called God's people to
"lament" and "consecrate a fast," not as empty rituals, but as expressions of hearts broken
over their rebellion against a holy God. We're quick to weep over personal losses or national
tragedies, but do we mourn our pride, our selfishness, our spiritual complacency? James
reminds us that God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. True humility begins
when we see our sin as God sees it—not making excuses, not comparing ourselves to
others, but genuinely grieving how we've dishonored Him. Take time today to examine your
heart before God and allow His Spirit to produce godly sorrow that leads to life-changing
repentance.

Notes:
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The Day of the Lord

Joel 1:1-20

Big Idea: Studying prophecy isn't about fear—it's about preparation. 27% of the Bible is prophetic, pointing
us to God's faithfulness. Joel's warning calls us to wake up, weep over sin, and cry out to the Lord. Are we
listening? Will we tell our children?

Reading:
Joel 1:15-20;
1 Thessalonians S:1-11

Day 4: The Day of the
Lord is Near

"The day of the Lord is near." These words should create both urgency and hope in our
hearts. God will bring justice—He will judge sin and make all things right. For unbelievers,
this is a terrifying reality. But for those clothed in Christ's righteousness, judgment day is the
moment when faith becomes sight, when suffering ends, and when we see our Savior face
to face. This truth should transform how we live today. We shouldn't be paralyzed by fear,
but motivated by love and gratitude. Are you living with eternity in view? Does the reality of
Christ's return influence your daily choices, your priorities, your relationships? Let the
nearness of the Lord's return purify your heart and fuel your passion to live for His glory
while there's still time.

Notes:
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The Day of the Lord

Joel 1:1-20

Big Idea: Studying prophecy isn't about fear—it's about preparation. 27% of the Bible is prophetic, pointing
us to God's faithfulness. Joel's warning calls us to wake up, weep over sin, and cry out to the Lord. Are we
listening? Will we tell our children?

Reading:
Joel 2:12-13;
Psalm S1:1-17

Day 5: Cry Out
to the Lord

In the midst of devastation, God extends an invitation: "Return to me with all your heart."
This is the heart of the gospel—no matter how far we've wandered, no matter how deeply
we've fallen into sin, God welcomes us back. He is "gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love." Our response must be more than external religious activity;
God calls for torn hearts, not torn garments. He desires genuine repentance, authentic
dependence, wholehearted devotion. What areas of your life need to be surrendered to
God today? Where have you been holding back, maintaining control, or pursuing your own
way? Cry out to the Lord with confidence—not because you deserve His mercy, but
because His character guarantees it. Return to Him completely, and experience His
restoring grace.

Notes:




