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PARISH STATISTICS (2025) 
 
Baptisms: 0 
 
Confirmations: 0 
 
Weddings: 1 
 
Funerals/Memorials: 3 
 
Average Sunday Attendance: 54  (21 “views” on YouTube)​
 
 
IN MEMORIAM 
 
Marilyn Everett 
Lilian Moore 
 
 
PROPOSED LAY ADMINISTRATORS OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 
Eve Brealey 
Rita Carey 
Don Christie 
Pam Tattersfield 
David Hildreth 
Erica Northcott 
Simon Charles 
Eleanor Faveris 
Trish McNair 
Sara Jane Kennerley 
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2026 ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING AGENDA 
 
Call to Order and Opening Prayer 

1.​ Adoption of the 2026 Annual Vestry Meeting Agenda. 

2.​ Adoption of the Minutes from the 2025 Annual Vestry Meeting. 

3.​ In Memoriam. 

4.​ Presentation and Reception of the annual reports (Rector, People’s Warden, Rector’s 

Warden, Synod Delegate, Synod Youth Delegate, Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

Worker and Altar Guild). 

5.​ Presentation and Reception of the Envelope Report, Treasurer’s report and 2025 

Financial Statements. 

6.​ Presentation and Adoption of the 2026 Budget. 

7.​ Nomination and Election of Parish Council. 

8.​ Appointment of Lay Administrators for Holy Communion. 

9.​ Adoption of Mutual Ministry Goals 

10.​Other Business. 

11.​Announcements and Adjournment. 

Closing Prayer 
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2025 ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 
 
Feb 23, 2025 12:00 PM | Vestry Meeting 

 

Attendees: 

Cameron Gutjahr, Raquel Hardman (minute-taker), Rita Carey, David Hildreth, Erica Northcott, 

Nancy MacGregor, Shannon Ernst, Eve Breakley, Danusia Smit, Madelyn Augustine, Darryl 

Augustine, Deborah Fryers, David Kresak, Eleanor Faveris, Norma Lawton, Canon Donald 

Lawton, Maureen McDougall, Donald Christie, Wayne Kennedy, Anna Morgan, Graham Morgan, 

Stephanie Knill, Alice Christie, Sharon Kennedy, Joy Boulier, Laura Arason, Marilyn Everett, 

Jessica Steele, Robert Douglas, Sara Jane Kennerley, Justine Hare 

 

1. Adoption of the Agenda for the 2025 Annual Vestry Meeting. 

Moved by Don C. Seconded by Joy B. Motion Carried. 

 

2. Approval of the minutes from 2024 Annual Vestry Meeting. 

Moved by Rita C Seconded by Eleanor F. Motion Carried. 

 

3. A moment of silence and prayer was held for those from the community who have died 

in the past year, including Muriel Shephard, Ruth Fenton, and Wilhelm Schulte. 

 

4. Reception of annual reports (Rector, People’s Warden, Rector’s Warden, Synod 

Delegate and Altar Guild) 

Moved by Norma L. Seconded by Maureen M. Motion Carried. 

 

5. Rita C. presented the treasurer’s report, 2024 financial statements and 2024 envelope 

report. 

Highlights: 

● Discussion of how donations can be made, fees charged 

● More $ received than pledged 

● PWRDF: Received more than pledged 

● Care and Share: Pledged more than received 

● Building Contingency Fund: More pledged than received 

● There was much more spent on maintenance in 2024 than expected (particularly 

the hall roof and work associated with the pipes for the in-floor heating). 

● There is some money in a special purpose fund for St. Bernard’s. We continue to 

hold onto that in the hope for more ministry in Whistler. 

● Continue to wait on tower invoicing, and in the meantime are holding onto money 
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in term deposits. Understanding is that Dec 2025 will be the deadline for 

invoicing. 

● St. John’s continues to owe money to the Diocese for the loan for the tower, 

payments will begin in November 2025. 

● The full amount budgeted for children and youth was not spent because we did 

not end up applying for a parish development grant or similar. 

MOTION: To accept the 2024 treasurer’s report, financial statements and envelope 

report. 

Moved by Rita C. Seconded by Don C. Motion Carried. 

 

6. The 2025 Budget was presented by Cameron G. with input from wardens and the 

treasurer 

Highlights: 

● Some good news - looking at the past 10 years, income has almost doubled. 

● Projected deficit of $13,000 - less than last year. 

● Wayne K. suggested exploring a budget for audio-visual improvements, including 

screens, and looking at other churches as examples. 

MOTION: To adopt the 2025 budget. 

Moved: Joy B moves. Seconded by Sarah Jane. Motion Carried. 

 

7. Motion: To elect the 2025 parish council 

Rector’s Warden: David Hildreth 

People’s Warden: Karen Brumpton 

Associate Warden: Simon Charles 

Treasurer: Rita Carey 

Synod Delegate: Sara Jane Kennerley 

Alternate Synod Delegate: Erica Northcott 

Youth Synod Delegate: Madelyn Augustine 

Members at Large: Joy Boulier, Diane Riley, Dianne Kresak 

Moved by Don C, seconded by Norma L. Motion Carried. 

 

Motion: To appoint Simon Charles and Joy Boulier as trustees 

Moved by Debbie F. Seconded by Eve B. Motion Carried. 

 

8. Motion: To send the list of names to Archbishop John Stephens to request him to license 

them as lay Eucharistic Ministers for 2025. 

Moved by: Donald L. Seconded by Alice C. Motion Carried. 
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9. Motion: To adopt the Mutual Ministry Goals: 

Connect with God, as a church, and in the community, through music, food, and children, 

youth and family ministry 

Moved by Debbie F. Seconded by Madelyn A. Motion Carried. 

 

10. No other business. 

 

11. Announcements: 

● Office hours shifting to Wednesdays and Thursdays; volunteers welcome to help 

on a Friday morning 

 

Motion: To adjourn. 

Moved by Stephanie K. All in favour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECTOR’S REPORT 
Submitted by Cameron Gutjahr 
 

As I write this report, my heart is full.  

I give thanks to God for this parish and the beautiful things that took place this year at St. John’s 

in the name of Jesus.  

It is not that the year has been without challenges and difficulties, but we have gotten through 

them together, with God’s help.  

I would say that the typical marks of church health are present right now at St. John’s – 

relatively healthy finances and increasing numbers. Thanks be to God!  

However, those do not always tell the whole story.  

I believe that another great sign of the parish’s health is evident through my work this past year 

with Sorrento Centre. The parish leadership had the imagination and faith to try something new 

and take a risk. I so appreciated the trust you placed in me by giving me permission to minister 

at Sorrento Centre on your behalf, supporting their summer children and youth programs. At 
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the same time, I had no concerns for the health of the community, despite my longer and more 

frequent absences in 2025.  

Another great sign for me of the parish’s health are the improvements we were able to make to 

our building over the past year – painting the hall, installing accessible doors thanks to a 

Government of Canada grant, as well as installing new blinds (which allowed us also to replace 

all of our old wooden tables). So often, churches struggle to do much more than react to 

disasters and emergencies. It was exciting to be proactive, making improvements to this holy 

place, all in the service of God’s mission in the Sea to Sky.  

There are many more beautiful and promising signs of this parish’s health right now: a new 

youth group (even 2 years ago, a youth group at St. John’s would have been difficult for me to 

imagine); our continued focus on generously serving others, including but not limited to our 

work with Hilltop House, Community Christmas Care, Squamish Multifaith, our participation in 

the Coldest Night of the Year and the Opera concert in support of the Hospice Society; more 

people stepping up to help out in a variety of ways, especially families and our young people; 

and the organic initiatives different people have taken on over the year (i.e. Sunday Talks, the 

large nativity pieces, video series, and the Christmas children’s choir…etc.) 

I’ve not even touched on the amazing musicians and the St. John singers, potlucks, BBQ’s, bible 

studies, Tot Time, Family Feast, the labyrinth, our new Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

worker and more… 

These, of course, are all just some of the formal things that we have done together as a parish, 

for which I give thanks. But also, what is immeasurably beautiful and valuable are the ways that 

each and every one of you live out your faith in your everyday lives. Your silent prayers, your 

personal study, showing up for one another, the ways that you make the love of Christ known 

through your words and actions, and the ordinary acts of mercy, love and grace that you offer to 

others in your work and home – this is also the important work of the Church.  

I look back on 2025 with gratitude and look forward to 2026 with excitement for what God is up 

to here at and through St. John’s.  

I leave you with some words that Paul wrote to the Thessalonians almost 2,000 years ago: 

“Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.” (1 

Thessalonians 5:11)  

Let us build up each other so that as individuals and as a community, we might become more 

and more like the one whom we follow.  

Thanks be to God! 

-CG+ 
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RECTOR WARDEN’S REPORT 

Submitted by David Hildreth 

 The words “Outreach and Stewardship” cross my mind daily as I think of the honour afforded 

me by the Parish of St. John’s in being a warden. I sincerely thank you.  

We have so much to be thankful for in reflecting on 2025 experiences and Cameron’s Rectors 

report summarizes beautifully our accomplishments and are directly attributable to his amazing 

and loving leadership.  

 

My reflections of 2025 simply are described best in our Vision-Mission statements- 

“Music-Food-Children-Youth and Families, likewise our Music ministry each Sunday. This humbly 

says it all, and our “Rooted deeper in the love of God” as Cameron in his January 18th.-homily 

said exemplifies our fabulous 2025 “Faith” year, with endless activities around these statements 

and makes us more resilient.  

 

You the family of St. John’s demonstrate true compassion with “Hope-Joy-Peace and Love.  

“Breathe in the Love of God” each day is a lasting memory Cameron has instilled in us all- we 

are so thankful for that daily prayer. “Thank you Cameron.  

 

Our web says “We believe in an abundant God, a sacrificial, life-giving Jesus, a compassionately, 

creative Spirit working among us to do more that we can ask or imagine on our own.”  

 

Faithfully yours.  

 

David Hildreth  
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PEOPLE’S WARDEN’S REPORT 
Submitted by Karen Brumpton 
 

This has been a good year.  We have been using the St John's Ministry goals and I feel we have 

been doing really well with them.​
​
There were so many accomplishments that I am not going to list them all here.  But I feel that it 

has been wonderful to find families with​
children at the morning services.  The Children's time with Cameron always has children - and it 

is interesting (and sometimes funny) to hear the answers to his questions.  The Tot time has a 

good group of volunteers and it is great to see all the happy tots and caretakers. Family Feasts 

are amazing, also with a good attendance.  And the new youth group is amazing.  So nice to see 

the growth of so many ministries.  It was great to be able to hire Melanie as she has been​
good at interacting with the parents and volunteers.​
​
I have enjoyed the music as we have had amazing volunteers and it is nice to see the new St 

John singers and hear their voices.  We continue to host concerts which is an important way to 

showcase ourselves to the wider community.  The operas singers have been wonderful and I 

would encourage people to attend the next one.​
​
The food goes with fellowship and it is nice to see more people staying for coffee time after 

church.  The potlucks are spectacular and I really enjoyed our Brazilian barbeque!  The baked 

good table at the Christmas Bazaar and Spring Fling always sells out quickly.​
​
As well as being a major fundraiser, the Bazaar is a great time for fellowship as most members 

of the church are involved in one way or another.​
​
I am really looking forward to the new year as we grow and expand in many ways.​
​
Faithfully,  

-Karen 
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ASSOCIATE WARDEN’S REPORT 
Submitted by Simon Charles 
 
I'm very grateful to be the associate warden at St. John the Divine. I joined Parish Council in the 
last year and was asked to act as associate warden at the same time. While I have only been at 
St. John the Divine for a relatively short period of time, it feels like I have been here for a lot 
longer! I have been so welcomed and cared for by this community and it very much inspires me 
to give back as much as I can.  
 
As a community, we are really thriving. Our parish continues to grow, with young families 
beginning to join and become involved. We are served so well by our Rector Cameron and 
Honorary Assistant Canon Donald. We have started to have the St. John's Singers perform at 
more services. We have started an 'Adult Sunday School' for parishioners to share their 
experiences and knowledge of their faith with one another. We continue to have wonderful 
weekly events and services at the church - Bible studies, Compline, Tot Time as well as 
community engagement with the Howe Sounds Performing Arts Society, Sea to Sky Singers as 
well as many other groups who use our space. These things are not just 'busy-ness'. Our church 
explicitly engages in these ways because of our belief in the Gospel and the imperative to love 
God and love our neighbours. I am so incredibly proud to be a part of this church.  
 
-Simon 
 
 
SYNOD DELEGATE REPORT 
Submitted by Sara Jane Kennerley 
 
123 Synod of the Diocese of New Westminster 
May 30th and May 31st, 2025 
 
On Friday and Saturday, May 30th and 31st, 2025, Reverend Cameron and I  attended the 123rd 
Synod of the Diocese of New Westminster. On Saturday we were joined by our Youth Delegate, 
Madelyn Augustine. The Diocese of New Westminster stretches from the Sunshine Coast 
through the Lower Mainland out to Hope and up the Sea to Sky Highway to Squamish. Synod is 
made up of representatives from 62 parishes, four Coast Salish First Nations and licensed clergy 
within the Diocese. 
 
Synod meets every two years to review and conduct the ongoing business of the Church. There 
were nominations and elections, resolutions (14) to be voted  upon, audited financial reports 
and budgets as well as workshops, reflections, prayers and singing, lots of singing.  
 
The first day began with a Eucharist for over 200 attendees officiated by Archbishop John 
Stephens, followed by the keynote address by the Archbishop of Wales, Reverend Andy John. 
His theme was "Recognizing Who You Are by Looking At Your Past." He spoke about the history 
of the  Church in Wales, its decline as its members moved from the fishing villages and hamlets 
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to the cities, and what is being done there to keep the Church alive. During the afternoon, there 
was a session on "Looking to the Future,"Part 1 followed by "Looking to the Future," Part 2 on 
Saturday afternoon.  
 
The second day began with Morning Prayer. Elections were held and results were announced 
later in the day. An amazing video showed how various parishes are using their grants from The 
Anglican Foundation: Gardens for Kids at St. Dunstans, Creekside Common at St. Clements and 
many more. "Tending the Garden," Diocesian land use and property development, was 
presented. Both days concluded with Evening Prayer. 
 
Overall it was a very busy but fulfilling two days. I am very grateful to have had the opportunity 
to attend Synod and to hear from other parishes about their vibrant ministries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sara Jane Kennerley   
 
 

SYNOD YOUTH DELEGATE REPORT 
Submitted by Madelyn Augustine 
 
A year ago I was asked by the Reverend Cameron Gutjhar to join parish council as the youth 

representative. Council members connect monthly to discuss budgeting, fundraising, 

community outreach, volunteer opportunities, and our ministry goals, among other things. I 

was able to share my own ideas and felt heard. I have been an active member in implementing 

a youth group, creating a safe space where anyone from the community can join, have fun, 

participate in activities, and learn about faith. I also made menstrual products available in the 

church washrooms in a practical and hospitable way. This was important to me as the space is 

not just used for the church and is an active community site. I also represented my parish at the 

123rd synod of the Diocese of New Westminster, where I met with other parish delegates. We 

discussed and responded to the needs of the Church and wider community. Synod is also a 

space for fellowship, worship, and mutual encouragement. The other youth delegates and I met 

with the archbishop. He wanted to hear our opinions on certain topics of discussion and he 

highlighted that the synod was a space for youth voices to be heard. This experience has been 

really empowering, as a young woman, to have my voice heard and feel respected. I have 

learned much from my time on the council. I have gained more confidence in myself and in 

voicing my opinions. I've truly enjoyed learning to serve a community, and build that community 

more broadly. I have found a home at Saint John's, and I've become connected to this 

community, allowing me to truly pursue my faith. 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY WORKER REPORT 
Submitted by Melanie Hackett 
 
This past year was a very exciting one for children, youth and families at our parish. Tuesday tot 
time has continued, usually with at least 15 children attending, along with their caregivers. 
There has never been a shortage of volunteers to run this program, with some even requesting 
to be scheduled more so that they can get to know the children better, and they are so 
appreciated!  
 
Family feasts have also continued during the school months, with the first one of the school 
year bringing around 50 people! Once again, a huge thank you to the many amazing volunteers.  
We also started the youth group this fall, bringing 5-10 teens together each month at the 
church. It has been amazing to see them getting involved in other church activities, including 
services, the Christmas bazaar, and even leading the children's craft at family feast.  
 
Of course, the creation of my position as children, youth and families ministry worker is also 
new this year. For me personally, it has been a fantastic way to network with other families, as 
well as to provide my own child with opportunities to feel part of something greater, build 
relationships with all ages, and grow his extended family. I am so grateful to the church for 
supporting this ministry.  
 
When reflecting on this past year, the word that comes to my mind is 'integration'. It feels like 
children, youth, and families have integrated into the church community in ways we haven't 
seen before. I see that families have integrated with each other outside of the church doors as 
well. I see intergenerational integration. And I believe that our children, youth and families 
ministry has integrated our two other main parish goals of food and music well - with the 
beginnings of a children's singing group even having performed at the BAG and at our Christmas 
service.  
 
It seems we are riding a ripple effect of growth in our children, youth and families ministry, and 
this makes me very optimistic for the coming year, with hopes for a children's summer day 
camp, and a Camp Artaban retreat.  
 
Thanks be to God!  
 
-Melanie 
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ALTAR GUILD REPORT 
Submitted by Eve Brealey 
 
In 2025, there were four members of the Altar Guild and we each took our scheduled turns to 

prepare for the next communion service. Pour the wine and water into the carafes.  Take a loaf 

from the freezer and put it in the bowl, and make sure there are gluten-free wafers available.  If 

the candles are too short, change them for new ones.  Check that the colours on the alter are 

correct. 

Norma and Eve have baked the bread and Debbie has changed the wall hangings to suit the 

church season.  Sara Jane is the other member of our team. 

We would welcome a couple of new members to help out and learn how to do the things that 

need to be done. 

Respectfully submitted, 

-Eve Brealey 

 

 
TREASURER REPORT 
Submitted by Rita Carey 
 
Once again St. John’s had a very busy year and this is reflected in our healthy financial situation. 

Our total Income was higher than expected especially from donations, fundraising and grants 

received, as well as a further increase in our space rental donations. 

The Pledged Donations received came from the people who had pledged an amount to give 

during 2025. The Unpledged Donations came from those who identified themselves, and so 

received an income tax receipt, but did not pledge to give a set amount. The Open Donations 

came from the loose cash offerings that come in on a Sunday but not from an identifiable giver. 

These donations do not generate income tax receipts. Most of the Miscellaneous Donations 

came from honorariums paid for Cameron’s work with Sorrento Centre, Camp Artaban and 

Squamish Community Christmas Care. 

We were blessed this year to also receive grants for a Children and Youth Worker and for the 

installation of Accessible Doors for both the main front door and the door to the hall. We also 

received a grant of $20,000. U.S. to use at our discretion. This amount, $27,560. Cdn. is now 

sitting in Term Deposit #3, as shown on the Balance Sheet. 
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A big thank you to Raquel for once again setting up and scheduling all of our user groups who 

rent the building, to Joy for inputting all of our envelope donations and to Cameron for applying 

for grants. Because of our increased givings we have been able to install new blinds in the 

sanctuary, buy some new tables, and make our doors accessible to all. We are expecting some 

money in memory of Marilyn Everett which will go towards the cost of the blinds, something 

that was important to her. We have also ordered some new hymn books paid for with money 

given in memory of Linda Halvorsen. 

Our Rectory is also a good source of rental income and we employ Avesta Property 

Management to manage the rental. Rectory expenses have been high as the house ages and 

more maintenance issues come up. Thank you to David for working closely with Avesta. Many of 

you give us donations for Care and Share and for Alongside Hope. This year we were able to 

send extra money over and above what we received to Alongside Hope - $680. to purchase a 

chicken farm in Guatamala for the local people.  

Moving forward, we are now able to pay off our loan with the Diocese for past work done on 

the roof and belltower. As of December 31st we owed the Diocese $111,667. We have not been 

charged any interest at all on money that has been owing for two years, so Parish Counsel voted 

to also send $1,000 to the Diocese for the Care and Share program which benefits vulnerable 

people in the lower mainland. The money to pay off the loan will come from two of our Term 

Deposits, leaving us with over $32,000 in one Term Deposit, plus the $27,560. in Term Deposit 

#3, all of which can go towards future projects. 

-Rita 
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2025 ENVELOPE REPORT 
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2025 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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2026 DRAFT BUDGET 

 

20 
 



 

 

21 
 


	St. John the Divine Anglican Church 

