How "Not" to Backslide
Psalm 26:1-12

A. The Ministry of “Examination”. (vs. 1-2)
     Question: Why is David praying this way?
     Answer:    Because David is anxious for God to tell him what 
                       He sees!
     Question: Why is this so commendable?
     Answer:    Because David doesn't want God to have to run, chase 
                       and tackle him to get his attention.

Fact:
Inspection leads to correction.

B. The Ministry of “Expectation”. (v. 1)
     Question: How does it work?
            #1. Faith releases God's power towards you.
            #2. Faith in the truth affects you.
            #3. Faith pleases God and activates His favor on your behalf.[image: ]

     Fact: Faith enables you to stand and not fall. (Eph. 6:10-13)

C. The Ministry of “Example”. (v. 3)
5 Questions on How to Know Right from Wrong
#1. Is it helpful, beneficial or profitable to me Spiritually, physically, 
      mentally or emotionally? (1 Cor. 10:23)
#2. Does it bring me under its power? Am I enslaved to something 
      instead of having mastery over it? (1 Cor. 6:12)
#3. Will it hurt someone else, cause someone to stumble, edify those
      around me or offend the weaker conscience of a new believer.
(1 Cor. 10:23b, 1 Cor. 8:9 & 1 Cor. 8:12)
#4. Am I being true to my own convictions? (Romans 14:22-23)
#5. Does it glorify God? (1 Cor. 10:31)

LIBERTY versus LICENSE
#1. Christian Liberty is never licensed to do what we want, 
      but to do what is best.
#2. Christian Liberty must always be exercised with this thought in 
      mind:
“How will this affect those who could be wounded or offended?”


Fact:
We as Christians should “Excel” in these areas. 
(I Corinthians 14:12)

D. The Ministry of “Excusing”. (v. 4)
      Question: What has David determined?
      Answer:    He has determined not to keep company with people that 
                         will drag him down. 
[image: ]#1. Deceitful People. 		#2. Hypocrite People.[image: ]

E. The Ministry of “Extermination”. (v. 6)
     Fact: The Altar is a place of “Extermination”.
~ Where self is crucified.
~ Where impure motives are crucified.
~ Where bad attitudes are crucified.
~ Where flesh is exposed and exterminated.

Fact:
The Altar will help us make decisions 
and influence our character.[image: ]

       Question: What are the Results of our sacrifices?
    Answer:  We will be strong in our:
#1. “Worship”. (v. 8)
#2. “Walking” (v. 11) 
#3. “Witness” (vs. 7 & 12)
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