I got a note from the office this week, reminding me about the outreach committee report for our AMP. I thought to myself. “Oh great, another report and  I asked myself how many people will actually read it? Then I started thinking about what our outreach looks like now and got excited. 

Since I  joined St Barnabas in 2012 the meaning of outreach has changed from a focus on our mission and our growth by a few parishioners, ( inward focus) to  an outward one by the whole parish. 

Part of the reason for this change is the change in my role at St Barnabas. The role of the Deacon is fundamentally a link to the community. The contemporary understanding  of outreach is that it’s the organization's involvement with or activity in the community, especially in the context of social welfare or social justice. 

With Kersi’s support, I feel that we as a parish have shifted our focus to outside our church buildings threshold. 

This report celebrates not just the role of the outreach committee  ( my thanks to you all) but also the participation and activity of all parishioners as we look at our own individual outreach ministries. I won’t try to list all of  our accomplishments from this past year, for fear of missing some. You know what you’ve done for outreach. 

I pray that our church family continues to seek opportunities in all our communities and environments we live in. 

Your brother in Christ 
Marcus+
