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Fifth Sunday After Epiphany – Feb. 8, 2026 
10 a.m. Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church 

Welcome Friends and Guests: Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the 
psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loosen the bonds of injustice and share 
our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage 
from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let 
the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into 
the world to shine with the light of Christ. 

Serving this Sunday: 

  Worship – Pastors John & Charlotte Strecker-Baseler, Tracy Wahl 
  Musicians –Mark Nelson & Sharon Sorenson 
  Ushers – Mary McKenna & Cherie Holder 
  Communion – Kathy Humphrey & Jo Moss 

Worship & Music: In boundless diversity, we all are made in God's image! If you are 
visiting or new to our faith family, please sign our guest book and feel free to learn 
more about us. Come back and worship each Sunday at 10 a.m.  

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. We use both the cranberry book of 
Worship and the purple All Creation Sings hymnals as indicated in the bulletin. 

Communion: We celebrate open communion. This is Christ’s table, all are welcome. 
You may come forward for the sacraments or cross your arms across your chest for a 
blessing. Our bread is gluten free and both wine and white grape juice (center of 
communion tray) are available. 

Other: Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall behind the sanctuary; our ushers can 
direct you. 

Fellowship: Please join us after worship today for coffee and conversation. All are 
welcome! 

Zion’s Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community. 
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Gathering of Prayers & Call to Worship 
Called to be light, we would carry God's hope into the shadows of the world. 

Called to be salt, we would enhance the lives of those around us, with joy. 

Called to live in God's reality, we would welcome everyone as siblings in faith. 

Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, we 
confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God…in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn: #665 (cranberry hymnal) Rise, Shine You People  

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of the Creator God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you. 
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Kyrie  

  

Prayer of the Day  
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your 
Spirit show us the things we ought to do and give us the grace and power to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a 
1 Shout out; do not hold back! 
 Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
 to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
 and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side. 
3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
 Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
 and oppress all your workers. 
4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 
5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
 a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 
 and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 
6 Is  not this the fast that I choose: 
 to loose the bonds of injustice, 
 to undo the straps of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them 
 and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
 and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you; 
 the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
9a Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
 you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Responsive Reading: Psalm 112: 1-9 
1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 
 and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
 the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
 and their righteousness will last forever. 
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
 the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending 
 and to manage their affairs with justice. 
6 For they will never be shaken; 
 the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
 until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will 
hold up their head with honor. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of 
God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in 
much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words 
of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might 
rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

 6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or 
of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden 
mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers 
of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  

9 But, as it is written,  
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the 
depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit 
that is within? So also, no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 
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12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that 
we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20 
The holy gospel according to Matthew chapter five. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled 
under foot. 
  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not 
light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and 
it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17 “Do not 
think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but 
to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever 
breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon: The Rev. John Strecker-Baseler 
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Hymn of the Day: #715 (cranberry hymnal) Christ Be Our Light 

The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the baptized true to the mind 
of Christ, that our works and witness bring hope to a troubled world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and water sources to 
wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales, songbirds, and all of your 
creations from harm, and renew the face of the earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of violence. Guide 
those in authority to govern with compassion and bring peace to war zones and areas of 
conflict, especially Minneapolis and other U.S. communities under siege. We pray for our 
enemies. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who experience trauma, 
discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution. Comfort those who are sick or 
grieving especially today we pray for: …Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our ordained leaders, 
staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. Form us to be salt and light for the neighbors we serve, 
following the example of Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their lives of faith, 
trusting that we also will be embraced by your eternal love. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 

Peace 
The spirit-filled peace of Christ be with you always! And, also with you.   
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~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using check or cash (mail to 510 Pine 
Street), or online at: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

Offertory: #1063 (purple hymnal) God of the Fertile Fields Verse, vs. 3  

Offering Prayer 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in 
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also, with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy One, the beginning and the end…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741
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Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for 
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift 
of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 
Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
God’s love is wide. God’s table is big. No one is excluded. 

Taste and see that the Lord is Good. 
Our bread is gluten free & both wine and white grape juice are available. God comes to us 

in worship and song. God also comes to us in silence and stillness. Please use the time 
before and after you commune for silent contemplation.  

Communion Hymn: Lamb of God  
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Communion Hymn: #970 (purple hymnal) We Come Now to Your Table  

Song of Thanksgiving  

 

Communion Prayer 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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~Sending~  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements  

Benediction  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

Sending Hymn: #1000 (purple hymnal) God’s Work Our Hands 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to seek justice for all people. Thanks be to God.  
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~Announcements~ 

 Thank You: We are grateful to the Revs. John & Charlotte Strecker-Baseler for officiating at worship 
service today while Pr. Lisa attends the ordination in Houston, Texas, of one of her TEEM seminary 
classmates. 

 Fellowship: Join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and conversation. All are welcome. 
 Church Council: Zion’s church council will meet after worship, downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. 
 Wednesday Book Club: The Wednesday Book Club focusing upon What if Jesus was Serious – A 

Visual Guide to the Teachings of Jesus We Love to Ignore meets at 10:30 each Wednesday in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

 Souper Bowl of Caring: Each February, Zion’s joins churches nationwide to help transform Super 
Bowl weekend into a nationwide movement designed to address hunger in our communities. As part 
of Souper Bowl of Caring, Zion’s will collect canned goods and non-perishable food items throughout 
the month of February, for donation to the Trinidad Soup Kitchen. At the end of February, all 
donations will be given to the Trinidad’s Soup Kitchen. 

 Worship & Music: The Worship & Music Committee meets at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 10, in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

 Children’s Choir Resumes: Children’s choir resumes at 3 p.m. on Feb. 15 in the Fellowship Hall. 
 Ash Wednesday: We begin our Lenten observance with worship on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 18, with a 

5:30 p.m. soup supper followed by worship. At 7 p.m. All are welcome to one or both. 
 Time of Prayer and Coffee: The Zion’s family is invited to join our siblings in Christ from the 

Methodist church for a time of prayer and coffee at 10:30 a.m. each Thursday at Kangaroo Coffee -- 
in the Marketplace on Commercial Street. 

 The Way Ministry: At 1 p.m. each Sunday, Zion’s welcomes the Way ministry to our Fellowship Hall 
as they offer food and worship to the unhoused and others in need.  

 We’re Here for You: For pastoral care, call Pastor Lisa at 719-846-7785 or send an email: 
zionsluth@gmail.com.  

 

Additional information about Zion's can be found on our website at: zionsluth.org. 
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