
 

  
Sunday, February 8, 2026 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

      
 

 
Introduction 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the 
bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another 
passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of 
their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light 
of Christ. 

 

 
 



       ---———————- GATHERING —————————  
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
GATHERING MUSIC  
           “HERE I AM TO WORSHIP” 
                    Music and lyrics Tim Hughes  

© 2000 Thankyou Music Ltd Admin Capitol CMG Publishing  
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke 

life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen. 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served our own 
interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was 
needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your 
face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water 

that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ 

name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE       
     “ANCIENT WORDS”   

Music and lyrics Lynn DeShazo  
© 2001 Integrity's Hosanna! Music; Lynn DeShazo Music 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

               ——————— WORD——————— 
RECOGNITION OF SCOUTS SUNDAY 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
    



FIRST READING                ISAIAH 58: 1-9a 
 

 1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the 
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side. 3 “Why 
do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve 
your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers. 4 You fast only to quarrel and 
to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice 
heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the 
head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable 
to the LORD? 
 

 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the 
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with 
the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover 
them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the 
dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of 
the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry 
for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

 

GOSPEL                       MATTHEW 4:12-23
                           

  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

     12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 “Land 
of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 
  

    16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death light has dawned. 17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 
sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw 



two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their 
father and followed him. 
 

    23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON                        SALTSHAKERS AND LAMPSTANDS              PASTOR DAVID YOUNG 
 

Where does faith most often get “stored away” instead of used—in our lives or in the 
church—and what does Isaiah say God actually desires instead? 
 

What causes salt to lose its flavor or light to be hidden today? (Busyness, fear, comfort, 
conflict, indifference, something else?) 
 

If your faith were to season or illuminate just one place this week, where would that be and 
what might it look like in action? 

     
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – BE THE ONE - Rob Cutler 
                                 

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH                   The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

     

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

Each petition will end with “Merciful God.” and the response will be “receive our prayer.” 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

——— MEAL ——— 
OFFERING 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 

 
  

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION          
   
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love 
you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the lord our god.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
HOLY HOLY HOLY 
 

 

 
 

JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
 

 
 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!   

Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform 
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.  

 

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by 
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice 

 is also available. 
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing 



LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                                   BE THOU MY VISION (ELW #793)     

 



 
 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

            –—————— SENDING ————— 
BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING SONG                  WE ARE CALLED (ELW #720) 

 



DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy, Walk Humbly. Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
www.bethelwinchester.com 

 
 

 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #47610.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 

of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 1856075 OneLicense.net A-716404 

http://www.bethelwinchester.com/

