Make War Against Temptation
To recap on some of the things we talked about so far in this series:
We have talked about satan’s plan to undermine what God has decreed in your life regarding, sin, the family structure, your role as a believer and even the way that you steward your resources. 
For example, God says sexual immorality of all kind is sin, but the world says “as long as it makes you feel good then do it.”  Some would even say “just follow your heart.” We know that is not good advice because the bible informs us that:
Jeremiah 17:9 	The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?
So we see there are two opposing forces in this world with two separate systems and values.  The kingdom of God is not like the kingdom of this world.  Therefore, our weapons are not of this world. 
2 Corinthians 10
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 
We go to war against our spiritual enemy not by becoming greater in and of ourselves but through humility, and as my wife emphasized last week through fasting and prayer. 
Today we want to look at one of the specific things that we go to war against, and that is the war against temptation.  In other words, the war against the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life. 
1 John 2:15-17
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
Jesus gives the command “do not love the world or the things in the world.”
Love- (in this sense) to take pleasure in the thing, prize it above other things, be unwilling to abandon it or do without it.
World- worldly affairs; earthly goods, gifts, riches, advantages, pleasures, etc.
Those things of this world are hollow and frail and momentary.  While they might stir desire, they seduce us from God and are obstacles to the cause of Christ.  Jesus is to be our treasure.
The reason you should not love the world is that love for the world pushes out love for God, and love for God pushes out love for the world.
Matthew 6:24
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
It is meaningless to say I love God, but I don’t love what God loves.  If we say we love God then we must love what He loves and despise what He despises. 
 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.
John the Evangelist categorizes all things pertaining to the world in 3 categories:
· The desires of the flesh
· The desires of the eyes
· Pride of Life
Let us face it, we have all been tempted in at least one of these categories at some point in our lives if not all three.  Jesus was also tempted in all three categories while He was in the wilderness. 
Being tempted is not a sin, but sin occurs when you give into that temptation.  Sin occurs when you “prize” the temptation over God’s Sovereign word regarding that temptation. 
It is when you place more value on the feeling or the false hope that you get from sin rather than on God’s presence which truly satisfies us. 
What is at stake if we do not war against temptation? 
The legacy that you leave behind, how you will be remembered by others and the impact that you made on others is at stake.  Consequently, generations coming behind you are at stake if you don’t overcome the temptation.  How many times have we seen men who are alcoholics never deal with that temptation rather they pass those habits on to their children and they too become alcoholics. 
But more importantly, Eternity is at stake.  John says if you love the world, you will perish with the world because the world is passing away.  But if you love God instead of the world, His ways will be a joy rather than a burden and therefore you will live with God forever.
That is why we should be storing up treasures in heaven instead of on earth where moth, rust corrupt. 
But as you well know the temptation to give in to the desires of the flesh, or the lust of the eye, or even the pride of life is a very real temptation.   Often, we tend to love the things of this world, more than we love God.
What should I do if I have given in to temptation?
First off know that you are not alone.  The bible is filled with men who loved God, but who fell into temptation.  
Look at Samson.  He was a man that was called of God to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.  More importantly he was a Nazirite which meant he was dedicated to the Lord and that he had made a vow to never cut his hair, nor drink any alcoholic drink nor was he to touch any unclean thing,.  It was a special vow which only a few were called to.  
But Samson had a weakness.  He was a man driven by the lust of his flesh.  He found himself entangled with philistine women, as well as prostitutes.  His lust eventually led to his demise. 
As the story goes, one of these women named Delilah, tricked Samson into revealing the source of his strength. 
Judges 16:15-21
15 And she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with me? You have mocked me these three times, and you have not told me where your great strength lies.” 16 And when she pressed him hard with her words day after day, and urged him, his soul was vexed to death. 17 And he told her all his heart, and said to her, “A razor has never come upon my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother's womb. If my head is shaved, then my strength will leave me, and I shall become weak and be like any other man.”
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up again, for he has told me all his heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought the money in their hands. 19 She made him sleep on her knees. And she called a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his head. Then she began to torment him, and his strength left him. 20 And she said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And he awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at other times and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had left him. 21 And the Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes and brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronze shackles. And he ground at the mill in the prison. 
Temptation will always seem promising at the beginning but will eventually end up taking you to places which you do not want to be. 
Samson found himself in a bad place both physically and spiritually.  
· Physically because his eyes were plucked out, and he was forced to grind at the mill as a prisoner. It would seem that he forfeited his purpose as the one to deliver Israel from the philistines. 
· Spiritually, he lacked discernment with regards to Delilah.  Surely anyone could tell that she was up to no good after the first time she attempted to hand him over to the philistines. 
But because of his burning lust of the flesh, he was willing to compromise his identity as a Nazirite for the pleasures of sin.  He had yielded to the lust of his flesh to the point in which he could no longer discern that the Lord had left him.  As a result, he stood no chance against the philistines on his own strength. 
Sin will do that.  The more you yield yourself to it, the less sensitive you are to the voice of the Lord.  You will begin to even justify your sin.  However, The Lord will bear with your disobedience for only so long.  Eventually the Lord will turn you over to your debased mind. 
Romans 1:28
28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 
You will find yourself trying to fight your battles apart from the strength which the Lord provides. Samson thought he would go out as before and overcome the philistines, but this time he lacked the power of God.   
We need God’s power which is attained through the blood of the Lamb, to overcome our spiritual enemy.  
Revelation 12:11
11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 
They loved not their lives, or the things of this world.  I like what begins to happen in verse Judges 16:22. 
22 But the hair of his head began to grow again after it had been shaved. 
To you and I his hair growing back may seem insignificant, but as a Nazirite a man who had vowed to never cut his hair, his hair growing back was reminder to Samson of the man of God he was before he fell into temptation.   If God could use him powerfully before, then certainly God could do it again. 
Samson would die as a prisoner of the philistines, but Samson gets one thing right before he died.
Judges 16:28
“O Lord God, please remember me and please strengthen me only this once…
He messed up, He failed big time. 
Samson’s life and death points to our weaknesses and our inability to save ourselves, we need a divine savior.  His name is Jesus.
But eventually Samson’s hair grew back and he remembered where his help and his strength came from, it came from the Lord.  Though he failed at being Israel’s savior, The Lord God would not fail when it came to keeping His promise to delivering His people.  He is a better savior!
The Lord grants Samson’s request, showing that his prayer was in line with the will of God.  As a result, 3000 of the philistine rulers were killed, as the place they were assembled was brought down by Samson.  
The story of Samson is a bittersweet.  
It’s bitter because you wonder what Samson could have become had he not been overcome by temptation.  It’s sweet because God had shown His unmerited grace upon him and used him one last time to overcome those philistine rulers, despite his shortcomings.  
God is in the process of turning that which the enemy meant for evil for our good. 
But to answer the question “what should I do if I have given into temptation?”
1. You must repent as Samson repented.  
1 John 1:8-9
8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
2. Seek Deliverance
Renounce demons that you have allowed to enter 
Break generational curses that have been passed on from generation to generation, 
Set some boundaries, remove yourself from tempting circumstances, burn the books, 
3. Remind Yourself of Who You Are
Samson was a Nazirite, His strength came from the Lord, the maker of Heaven and earth.  Upon his humility and repentance his identity was restored as man of God. 
You are not your past sins.  That is not who you are, that is what you did.  Now you are a child of God, the righteousness of God through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
How do we make war against temptation?
When Jesus was tempted by the devil to turn the stones into bread, keep in mind that Jesus had been fasting for 40 days and nights, He was hungry it was tempting for Jesus.  But rather than yielding to that temptation He rebukes the devil with these words. 
Matthew 4:4
“It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
He made war against temptation by using the word of God.  The Word of God is the final authority.
In other scriptures Jesus tells his disciples to watch and pray. 
Matthew 26:41
Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Watch- give strict attention to, be cautious, active:  to take heed lest through remissness and indolence some destructive calamity suddenly overtakes one
Do not be like Samson and allow the ever-increasing draw of temptation to pull you away from being the man or woman of God that He has called you to be.  Instead handle temptation like Jesus handled it, by staying on guard, being watchful, Rebuke it don’t entertain it.  
Do not give the devil a foothold in your mind.  Do not entertain his lies.  Know this:
1 Corinthians 10:13
 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
He will give you a way out every time that you are tempted so that you can bear it.   Meaning so that it does not overcome you. 


Make War Against Temptation
Let’s face it, we have all been tempted in some way or another. Being tempted is not a sin, but sin occurs when you give into that temptation.  Sin occurs when you “prize” the temptation over God’s Sovereign word regarding that temptation.  Even Jesus was tempted, yet He did not sin. 
1 John 2:15 it says, “Do not love the world or the things in the world.” Yet we live in this world and we are constantly confronted with the temptation to esteem the things of this world above God.  John the evangelist pens three categories to which we typically fall into temptation.   That is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life.  None of which come from the Father, and if we love those things then the love of the Father is not in us. 
What is at stake if we do not war against temptation? 
If we do not Make War against temptation, then your legacy and the impact that you make on others is at stake, but more importantly your eternity is at stake.  John says if you love the world, you will perish with the world because the world is passing away.  
What should I do if I have given in to temptation?
In Judges 16:15-21, we want to look at a man who gradually and increasingly gave into temptation which eventually led him to a place both physically and spiritually where he did not want to be.  Samson was called by God, and he was a Nazirite which basically meant that he was set apart to God. However, Samson had a weakness that is, he found himself entangled with philistine women along with prostitutes.  His lust of the flesh led to his demise. Physically, he had lost his sight and his freedom.  Spiritually, he had lost his ability to discern the nearness of God. 
But what we see in this story is that even though he failed big, God still gave him the grace and strength that he needed in that hour.  There is hope for those who have fallen into temptation. 
· Repent	(1 John 1:8-9)
· Seek Deliverance	
· Remind Yourself of Who You Are
How do we make war against temptation?
We can do as Jesus did, by rebuking the devil and quoting the word of God.  In another instance, Jesus tells his disciples to “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.”  Do not give the devil a foothold in your mind.  Rebuke impure thoughts don’t entertain them.  
 Ref.  Jer. 17:9, 2 Cor. 10:3-4, Matt. 6:24, Rom. 1:28, Rev. 12:11, Matt. 4:4, Matt. 26:41, 1 Cor. 10:13
