Series: Magnify
Title: Magnify and Exalt the Lord
Story History
David had been anointed as king by the prophet Samuel.  Though it was not yet revealed publicly.  David was the champion who killed Goliath with a sling and a rock.  But because Saul became jealous of David, he is trying to kill David.  David thinks the only way to escape Saul is to go to the Philistines.  
In 1 Samuel 21, David pretends to be crazy before King Achish of Gath to avoid being recognized and potentially harmed. He pretends madness by letting spit run down his beard and making marks on the doors of the gate, causing Achish to dismiss him as insane. This act of deception, though seemingly contradictory to his later role as a righteous king, was a temporary measure for self-preservation. 
David's fear of King Saul and the potential danger of being recognized by Achish's servants led him to this extreme measure. He feared that his reputation as a hero and a potential threat to Saul would be revealed to Achish. By acting crazy, David hoped to be perceived as someone unfit to serve or lead, thus averting suspicion and potentially allowing him to escape. 
 13 So he changed his behavior before them and pretended to be insane in their hands and made marks on the doors of the gate and let his spittle run down his beard. 
Fear had caused David to be someone he was not. It was during this time that David Pens Ps 34.  This Psalm is an acrostic as David begin each verse with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  In this Psalm David praises the Lord for freeing him from his fears.
Psalm 34:1-5
1 will bless the Lord at all times; He is resolved and fixed, I will! 
his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.
3 Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together!
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.
5 Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed.
	After pretending to be insane, David regains his bearing as evident in this Psalm. 
His immediate thought after being rescued was to give God praise.  For it was because of God’s mercy that David escaped with his life. So, David vows to:
· always praise God consistently (at all times)
· praise God openly (praise shall continually be in my mouth)	
· praise God heartily (my soul makes its boast in the Lord)
Magnify Him Because He’s Worthy (boast in the Lord, He deserves it)
Let’s focus on the word magnify.  
Magnify - gāḏal   to be large in various senses, as in body, mind, estate or honor
Vines Definition -“to be great, powerful, important, or valuable.”
Ezekiel 38:23
23 So I will show my greatness and my holiness and make myself known in the eyes of many nations. Then they will know that I am the Lord.
He “magnifies Himself,” or shows Himself to be great and powerful.
Magnify:
In a biblical context, "magnify" often implies praising God, drawing attention to His attributes, and making Him appear greater in one's eyes and the eyes of others. It's about making God's true nature, power, and majesty known. 
Exalt:
"Exalt" means to raise in rank, power, or character, or to praise highly. It emphasizes the elevation of God's name, His authority, and His divine attributes. He excels all authority He is superior. 
In essence, both terms convey the idea of elevating God's position and attributes in thought, word, and deed. They are often used interchangeably in a biblical context to express praise, honor, and recognition of God's greatness.
John Piper - That word “magnify” is tricky.  Because microscopes magnify and telescopes magnify.  And they do something very different.  Magnify with a microscope and you make a very tiny little thing look bigger than it is.  If you try to magnify God that way, you blaspheme.  He’s not little.  You can’t make God look bigger than He is. 
I would add…
A telescope on the other hand is designed to make things that are enormous and distant appear closer and tangible. That’s the way we’re supposed to magnify God.  
God created us to display His glory in the earth. As the moon reflects the light of the sun we are called to reflect His light in darkness. 
We are not bigger than God, therefore a microscope’s way of magnifying does not work. 
God is bigger than we are so therefore we must behold Him as He is.  Letting His greatness, power, and value be seen juxtaposed to who we are.  That’s the telescope type of magnifying. 
To magnify Him is to adore Him as infinitely great, and higher than the highest. 
Charles Spurgeon - "If half the breath thus vainly spent" in finding fault with our fellow-Christians were spent in prayer and praise, how much happier, how much richer, we should be spiritually!
You will never exaggerate when you speak good things of God. It is not possible to do so.
God is pleased when we magnify and exalting Him in such a way.  For in our weakness, He is made strong.  In David’s moment of insanity God remained who He is. (2 Corinthians 12:9-10)
When David was fearful, he realized who God was in that very moment of need.  David was in awe and wonder and he begins to magnify the Lord. Only God could deliver David in such a way.  This could have turned out very badly for him had he been found out. 
David says, “his praise shall continually be in my mouth.”
At all times, in every situation, under every circumstance, before the trials , in the trials and even after trials, in bright days and dark nights of fear. He would never be done praising.  David would never be satisfied that he had done enough; always feeling that he fell short of what the Lord's deserves.
His praise shall continually be in my mouth, not in my heart merely, but in my mouth too. Our thankfulness is not to be a silent thing.  Our tongues ought to reveal the glory of God.
People need to hear us as we boast in Jehovah our God. We boast in who He is, attributes, covenant, promises, works etc... He is incomparable, unparalleled, and matchless!
As David boasts in the Lord his God.  His hope in doing so is that others would be inspired by what God had done for David and that they too would join in with him in his boasting in His God.  
Magnify Him to Compel Others 
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.
I could imagine David saying to his most loyal subjects, listen to this crazy story you will never believe how God rescued me from my enemies.  They bought the act.  They believed I had lost my mind.  They were so confused, I thought they had found me out, but then God intervened on my behalf even in my foolishness and He rescued me.  
Though the hook was rusty—yet God sent the fish, and we thank him for it. 
To see and hear of God’s favor and protection being poured out on David a servant of God, must have instilled faith in those who had witnessed this.  God truly uses the foolish things of this world to confound the wise.  
Let the humble hear and be glad.  Normally, humble people do not boast, nor do they associate with people who do. However, if the boasting is in the Lord, then that sort of boasting is as welcoming friend. By boasting in the Lord, the most lowly are encouraged. 
The confident expressions of tried believers are a rich relief to their brethren of less experience. We ought to talk of the Lord's goodness, on purpose that others may be confirmed in their trust in a faithful God.
Magnify Him Together
Verse 3. O magnify the Lord with me. 
Who can make God great, but those who feel themselves to be little? 
Jehovah is infinite, and therefore cannot really be made greater—but as his name is made known throughout the earth, he is said to be magnified. It is well when the soul feels its own inability to adequately glorify the Lord—and therefore stirs up others to do so; this is good both for the man himself and for his companions.
There is no higher praise that we can offer than when we are humbled by our own sense of nothingness while in Awe of His greatness. 
and let us exalt his name together!.  
It is necessary for us to have a personal relationship with the Lord.  But it is equally important that we come to magnify and exalt the Lord together.  
Joining in congregated worship is one of the delights of the new life that we have in Christ.  In heaven this will be portrayed to the fullest as people from all nations are gathered around the throne of God in worship. 
But here on earth we get a small glimpse of what heaven will be like as we magnify and exalt our God together in a corporate setting. 
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.
Even great men of God such as David have experienced fears and found themselves needing God to rescue them.  Being dependent upon Him is a good condition to be in.  
We may seek God even when we have sinned or if we find ourselves acting out of character like David. God is merciful, He can be sought out, He can be found, He answers our prayers, and He delivers us from evil.  
Verse 5. They looked unto him, and were lightened. And their faces were not ashamed. 
As each one of them looked to their Lord their countenance was brightened up, their faces began to shine, their spirits were uplifted. What a means of blessing one look at the Lord may be! There is life, light, liberty, love, everything in fact, in a look at the crucified One.
God can brighten our lives and our days even in the midst of great turmoil. David reminds us that those who look to the Lord are never let down or disappointed by God. Instead, we are enlightened and radiant for the working of God in our lives. Their faces were covered with joy. He who trusts in God has no need to be ashamed.
