Series: The Great Gift Exchange.

Sermon Title: Exchange Your Plans for His Purpose

The theme behind this series is that there is an exchange that takes place.  Just like with a gift exchange during the Christmas season.  In a gift exchange each person brings a gift that is suited for the recipient of the gift.  Normally it is something that will enhance the other person’s life in some way or another, especially if there was great thought and consideration put into it.  

Regarding this series however, we give God the entirety of our lives including the sin, disappointments, hurts etc. and we receive His grace, forgiveness, strength, peace, joy etc.

He is the better gift giver as He is a good Father who knows what is suitable for His children.

Recap:  

Pastor Lynn talked about “replacing your hurt with His healing” he talked about the woman with the issue of blood.  We pray that if you have been carrying deep hurt in your life that you too would reach out to the master physician and trust that He will make you whole.  Don’t hide it, don’t allow it to keep you from becoming the man or woman that God has called you to be. 

Today we want to talk about another exchange which involves giving God our plans and receiving His purpose for our lives. 

We want to look at the story of the prophet Elisha.  Not to be confused with Elijah his predecessor.  An easy way to distinguish between the two is that the “J” comes before the 
“S” in the alphabet so does Elijah comes before Elisha.  

Elisha is first mentioned in: 

1 Kings 19

15 And the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place.

Elijah - my God is Jehovah

Elijah had found himself in a season of despair after having called down fire from heaven against the prophets of Baal and the wicked queen Jezebel threatened to kill Elijah.  But the Lord was not yet done with Elijah for he was to anoint “Elisha” to take his place.   

Elisha – God is Salvation
19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. 

(Picture of oxen)

In the Bible, owning 12 yoke of oxen indicated that someone was wealthy and had a large amount of land

In fact, the number twelve is often used to symbolize God’s divine order and perfect government on the earth.  

· Twelve tribes of Israel, 
· 12 disciples, 
· 144,000 in Revelation which is divisible by twelve.  
· The New Jerusalem will have 12 gates and foundations which represents God’s reign.  

Also, important to consider that Elisha was found working.  He was plowing the field.  Plowing is necessary.  It is important to break up the fallow ground so that the seeds sown will fall on good ground and produce much fruit.  Point being, Elisha was working hard, doing that which was necessary for the good of his family and for the good of his community.

Being a viable candidate for the Lord’s use requires being faithful with what He has already entrusted to you.  

An honest calling in the world does not disqualify us from our heavenly calling. Often the two are entwined together. 

Elisha would go from plowing physical fields to sowing spiritual seed.  

Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him. 

	This cloak was wrapped around Elijah. 
· when he had called down fire from heaven
· when he was running for his life for fear of what Jezebel would do
· he wrapped this same cloak around his face when he heard the voice of the Lord in the soft whisper.
	
If this cloak could speak it would tell of every difficult burden that Elijah carried as a man of God.  It would tell of every experience, every good moment, every trying moment, when it seemed everyone was against him, every moment of despair, every moment that God had been his refuge.  It would speak of it all. For the animal skinned cloak fully represented the man of God.  

What exactly was Elijah doing when he cast his cloak on Elisha?

The mantle represents the authority that passes from one prophet to another.  So, when Elijah threw his mantle over Elisha's shoulders, it was as though he was calling Elisha to a higher calling.  This higher calling required Elisha to first be to be Elijah’s attendant and disciple.  Elisha was to submit to and follow Elijah before he could ever lead and accomplish what God had called him to do.  

When Elijah placed the mantle upon Elisha it was similar to what the apostle Paul said to the church at Corinth 

1 Corinthians 11:1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

This mantle also symbolizes the Holy Spirit, who empowers God's people to do God's work and teaches us in all things.

The higher calling comes from God.  It does not originate with man.  Otherwise, it will not last when times get difficult.  But if a person knows that they are called then they will persevere through difficult times knowing that God is on their side. 

At this moment Elisha has a decision to make.  Will he continue in his current occupation plowing the fields or would he by faith pursue the calling that God had on his life.  

Would Elisha give God his plans, his dreams, his ambitions and pursue God’s dream for his life instead?

To those who are carnally minded it may seem foolish for a person to let go of their plans to pursue after God’s.   

In fact, this culture tells you to pursue your dreams at all costs.  But what if your dream doesn’t match God’s dream for your life?  What if your plans are not God’s plans for your life?  Would you still pursue them?

	Isaiah 55:8-9

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

God does not think like humans do.  His thoughts are Higher. 
God does not act like humans do.  His ways are greater.

20 And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 
Following Christ will always cost you something.  The cost for Elisha was great. 
· He would leave behind the wealth accumulated from farming, 
· he would leave behind friends and family.  
· He would leave behind the familiar, 
· Things that were certain

and exchange it all for something far more valuable.  Elisha gave God his plans, his dreams, his life, and God in return gave him something far more valuable than what he lost.  God gave Elisha a greater purpose. 

Don’t we all long to know the answer to the question “why am I here?”  God, what is your plan for me? Is this all to life?  Just eating, sleeping, working, repeating.

Watch how Elisha Responds:

21 And he returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him.

Elisha was so determined to answer the call of God upon his life that he decided to sacrifice his two oxen.  Both Brutus and Diesel would become stew and they would be cooked over a fire which consisted of the yoke and equipment used to bind them together.  There was no going back to what was before, for there was nothing to go back to.  For the cost of discipleship is great.  

Luke 9:62

62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Elisha was destined for more than just plowing behind a yoke of oxen.  If we were to fast forward a bit and look at some great things Elisha had done

· The widow's oil: Elisha multiplied a widow's oil so she could sell it to pay off her debt. 
· Healing Naaman: Elisha healed Naaman's leprosy. 
· Finding the axe: Elisha found an iron ax head that had sunk to the bottom of the Jordan River. 
· Resurrecting the son of the Shunammite woman: Elisha raised the son of the Shunammite woman to life after he had died. 
· Purifying the water source for Jericho: Elisha purified the water source for Jericho. 
· Parting the waters of the Jordan River: Elisha parted the waters of the Jordan River. 
· Capturing the Aramaeans: Elisha struck a band of Aramaeans blind, capturing them. 

Elisha could not have known all the great things that God had in store for him.  He could have continued to look at the backside of an ox for the rest of his life, making a good living by doing so or he could say yes to the calling of God upon his life.  For Elisha it all started with a yes.  

When we say yes to His plans, He gives us true purpose.  God’s purpose for our lives has eternal rewards that far outweigh anything that we gain here on earth.  

	1 Corinthians 9:25

25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 

We are not only talking to those who are called to ministry.  We are talking about fulfilling the will of God for your life.  

1. Do you know God’s plan for your life?  Is it clear to you? 

2. If God’s plan is clear to you, then are you living according to that plan or are you doing what you want to do?

3. Have you really decided to “follow Jesus”, really? Or do you just choose to follow Him when the choice is convenient?

4. Have you rejected God’s call in your life because it’s beneath you? Not the important “leadership” position you thought you deserved?

5. Do you consider what you gain to exceed what you give up in following Jesus?


