Title: Grow in Stature
Recap:
Move forward, David Ziklag reflect on God’s faithfulness, reflect on past victories
Grow in Financial wisdom, tithing, budgeting, giving, saving
Get Wisdom- pure, peaceable, open to reason, gracious, impartial, sincere
Luke 2:52
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.
Stature (hēlikia)
a. Stature-in height and comeliness of stature
b. of an attained state fit for a thing
c. suitable age for anything
Prior to this verse we learned that Jesus was twelve years old and He was said to be listening and asking questions to the teachers of the law.  They were astonished by His understanding of the scriptures. 
The very next chapter in Luke verse 23 tells us that Jesus began his ministry about at the age of 30 after He was baptized by John.  It was necessary for Jesus to be baptized and filled with the power of the Holy Spirit so that He could endure the temptation that he would face in the wilderness.  
So, for Jesus to grow in stature literally meant that he grew and became a man who had matured in both physical stature as well as spiritual stature. 
Grow in Stature by Repenting And Being Baptized
In chapter 3 Jesus is baptized by John.  For us baptism follows repentance, it is an outward sign to the world that our old man has died and that we have been raised to newness of life through faith in Jesus Christ.  
Though Jesus walked this earth without sin, He gave us an example to follow in that we too should be baptized.  Baptism kicks off our walk with the Lord.  Baptism is the beginning of God doing incredible things in and through a person.  Jesus grew in stature when He was baptized and was filled with the Holy spirit. 
Grow in Stature by Overcoming Temptation
In chapter 4 we find that Jesus fasted for forty days and forty nights. Jesus was so connected with God during that time, that the enemy could not prevail though he tried to tempt Jesus on 3 different occasions. 
When Jesus came out of the wilderness, He had attained a state fit for ministry.  He was now ready to begin His ministry and teach others.  
We must take sin seriously; 

Matthew 18:8-9
8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.
We must grow in stature by overcoming temptation.  Prayer and Fasting will help you to grow closer to God and will break the strong holds of sin in your life as you die to your selfish desires.  Therefore, you will grow in stature.
Grow in Stature by Teaching Others
This is exactly what we find Jesus doing at the end of chapter 4. 
Luke 4:14-19
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.
Whereas before, we find Jesus as a student listening and asking questions, but now He has grown in stature we now find him teaching in their synagogues and not only teaching but being glorified for His teaching. 
Where He had been on the defense in the wilderness, He is now on the offense going about teaching and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. 
In our Christian walk it is important that we get to a place in which we can teach others about God. We must teach others to keep the gospel reaching generations to come. 
Grow in Stature by Fulfilling Your Purpose
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
Though Jesus is reading an excerpt from the prophet Isaiah, He is ultimately making declarations about himself to his audience. Jesus knew his purpose.  He knew what God had called him to do. 
Jesus declared to all that the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him.
“The Spirit of the Lord.”
Spirit (pneuma)
· the disposition or influence which fills and governs the soul of any one
· the efficient source of any power, affection, emotion, desire, etc
Lord- (kyrios) this title is given to: God, the Messiah
Meaning His affection, emotions, desires were influenced and governed by God.  Ultimately He was filled with His power, and He allow His power to flow freely through Him.  
Jesus declared to His audience with certainty that He was empowered with the Spirit of the Lord. 
We too can be filled with the Spirit of the Lord. 
In Acts 1:8
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
The same word (pneuma) is used to describe the Holy Spirit that will come upon you.  Just as Jesus was influenced and governed by the spirit of the Lord, that we too can be influenced and governed by the Spirit of the Lord.  
To grow in stature is to be filled with the Spirit of the Lord and to be confident that the Spirit of the Lord is upon you so that we can fulfill the purpose that God has for our lives. 
In addition to having the “Spirit of the Lord” upon Him, His purpose was to proclaim the good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind. 
He was not only confident in His purpose, but He fulfilled the very things that He was called to do.  
Matthew 11:2-5
2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 
Not only this but while Jesus was on the cross He utters the words “It is finished” meaning Jesus had fulfilled His purpose. 
· Do you know what your purpose is?  
· Are you fulfilling that purpose right now? 
· Are you allowing God to send you as Jesus was sent?
· Are you confident that the Holy Spirit is living in you and helping you to accomplish that purpose?
Grow in Stature by Building a Godly Legacy
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?”
In our day one might drop a mic at this point as to say “I’m done,” or “I said what needed to be said.”
Those who were listening said “Is not this Joseph's son?” They were astonished by Jesus who was no longer the twelve-year boy asking questions, but he had grew in stature and has revealed some incredible insight regarding the messiah and God’s plan to restore mankind. 
We find the same thing happening later on in His life in other passages of scriptures
Matthew 13:54-55
54 and coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? 
And we have several personal testimonies of people who were healed by Jesus.  For instance, the man who was born blind.  Jesus spits into the ground and made mud with His saliva, and anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and his eyes were made whole.  
When the man later was questioned about what took place he tells them.
John 9:25 One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
Jesus was well spoken of by those who had encountered Him and His words were gracious.  Really the only people who spoke bad of him were the religious leaders who became jealous of His ministry. 
What a Legacy to have! That we would be remembered as people who are gracious with our words towards others, and that our actions have made an impact on the world around us. 
We grow in stature as we conscientiously make daily decisions to both speak graciously to others as well as demonstrate the love of God through our actions. 

Recap:
1. Grow in Stature by Repenting and Being Baptized
2. Grow in Stature by Overcoming Temptation
3. Grow in Stature by Teaching Others
4. Grow in Stature by Fulfilling Your Purpose
5. Grow in Stature by Building a Godly Legacy







Today we would like to examine what it means to grow in stature.  Our theme verse is found in Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.  When we turn the page into chapter 4 we find that Jesus has indeed grown in stature as he is not the twelve year old boy asking questions, now He is a 30yr old man teaching in the synagogue.  Those who are listening are astonished. 
So, for Jesus to grow in stature literally meant that he grew and became a man who had matured in both physical stature as well as spiritual stature. 
1. Grow in Stature by Repenting and Being Baptized
Though Jesus walked this earth without sin, He gave us an example to follow.  He was baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, we too are to be baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit.   
2. Grow in Stature by Overcoming Temptation
Immediately after being baptized Jesus was sent into the wilderness where He was tempted by the devil.  It was there that He overcame the works of the devil through prayer and fasting.  If we to grow in stature and overcome temptation, we too need to fast and pray. 
3. Grow in Stature by Teaching Others
After His wilderness experience, Jesus is found in the synagogue reading the scroll from the prophet Isaiah.  The passage He read clearly depicted the coming messiah.  Jesus was reading about himself and His current stature. 
4. Grow in Stature by Fulfilling Your Purpose
Jesus knew His purpose and He confidently declared that the Spirt of God was with Him. 
One of the first things that Jesus reads is: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.  
Spirit (pneuma)
· the disposition or influence which fills and governs the soul of any one
· the efficient source of any power, affection, emotion, desire, etc
Lord- (kyrios) this title is given to: God, the Messiah
We too can have the Spirit of the Lord upon us to fulfill the purposes of God. Acts 1:8
 Jesus was sent by God and was given a specific purpose. Jesus submitted himself to that plan and was sent to fulfill that plan.  We must allow God to send us where He wants. 
5. Grow in Stature by Building a Godly Legacy
Jesus was well spoken of wherever He went.  His legacy carries on today, as we read and are moved by His compassion towards others.   As believers we need to grow in stature by making a conscious decision to allow our words to be gracious toward others and our actions to impact those around us. 
 

