Series:	Increase
Move Forward
Backstory- 
Saul was the first king of Israel, however he disobeyed God on an important assignment.  God had ordered him to destroy all the Amalekites.
1 Samuel 15:1-3, 9
However, Saul had disobeyed God. Because of his disobedience, God had told the prophet Samuel that He would strip the throne from Saul and give it to a man after his own heart.  That person was David.
When Saul realized that David would take his place instead of his son Jonathon, Saul became jealous and made several attempts to kill David. 
David felt like he had no choice but to flee to the sworn enemy of Israel, the Philistines.  During that season (one year and four months) in his life, David and his men lived in Ziklag.  Meanwhile, the Philistines were preparing for war against Israel.  King Achish required David and his men to join him in battle against Israel.  
So, David finds himself in a position in which he must make war against God’s chosen people.  Thankfully, God intervened and spared David of committing such atrocity by hardening the hearts of the Philistine rulers.  They refused to allow David and his men to join them in combat, lest David switched sides midway of the battle and became a threat rather than a help. So David and his men headed back to their houses. 
1 Samuel 30:1-10
1 Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, the Amalekites had made a raid against the Negeb and against Ziklag. They had overcome Ziklag and burned it with fire 2 and taken captive the women and all who were in it, both small and great. They killed no one, but carried them off and went their way. 3 And when David and his men came to the city, they found it burned with fire, and their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 
4 Then David and the people who were with him raised their voices and wept until they had no more strength to weep. 5 David's two wives also had been taken captive, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6 And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because all the people were bitter in soul, each for his sons and daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God. 
David and his men had encountered a great loss.  They lost everything that was dear to them.  To make matters even worse David’s men had blamed him for their misfortune and were wanting to kill him.  After all it was his decision to lead them to this place.   There is no evidence that he inquired of God in making this decision, but rather he did so because he was tired of running from Saul.
Had he encouraged himself in the Lord to begin with he would not even be in this situation.  Surely David must have known that the Lord was with him, and had called him to be king.  He would certainly bring about His promises regardless of Saul’s efforts to kill him.  The Lord had protected him thus far with several attempts made by Saul to end his life. 
Nonetheless, this is a story of God’s grace and mercy.  As He gives us what we do not deserve, and He keeps us from getting what we do deserve.  Even though David took it upon himself to bring he and his men into great danger, God was able to turn things around once David humbled himself.  David had no other choice but to go to God.   
How stubborn we are at times, that we allow things to get so bad before humbling ourselves and acknowledging both our weaknesses and our total dependance upon God.  
· Couples will allow their marriages to be on the brink of divorce before they acknowledge that they need God’s intervention. 
· Families will wait until they are bankrupt before changing their financial situation.  
· Parents will wait until their kids are strung out or locked up before disciplining their kids 
Though we are stubborn, God is faithful.  The one thing that David could count on in this situation, was the faithfulness, and mercy of our loving God.  
Reflect on the faithfulness of God 
Psalms 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
David knew this to be true about God regardless of how bad he had blown it. 
This year may have been a trying year.  Perhaps like David you have encountered great loss in your life this year.  
· Perhaps loss of income, 
· loss of health, loss of safety of security, freedom
· loss of friends, 
· loss of sanity or peace or joy, 
· loss of closeness with God, 
· loss of desire to advance his kingdom, loss of hope, etc…
It is easy to be like David’s men and allow bitterness and resentment to rise, and blame others.  It is easy to wallow in sorrow and focus on everything that is loss.  Or you can be like David and realize when all else fails, you can stand on the faithfulness of God.  He could count nothing else as his but His God.
6b But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.  Here is an example of what that looks like. 
Psalms 57
7 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast! I will sing and make melody!
8     Awake, my glory! Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn!
9 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations.
10 For your steadfast love is great to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.
11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth!

David reminds himself of God’s love and faithfulness, and because of His love and faithfulness, he could say that his heart was steadfast, or immovable regardless of what he was facing.  
In order to move forward, in order to put the loss of 2020 behind us we must trust in the love and faithfulness of our God. 
Reflect on past victories
7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the ephod.” So Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 
Ephod was a garment worn by the high priest.  Calling for the Ephod brings to remembrance the victories that God has done in the past.  
· It was God who had overpowered the lion and the bear through David when he was a young shepherd boy.
· It was God who had chosen David above his own brothers to be king
· It was God who gave him the victory with Goliath and many other victories 
· It was God who had spared him from Saul
It was good to bring back to mind, the things that God has done, so that he would not focus on his loss, rather focus on the God who has brought him through those losses. 
In an effort to remove your focus from all that you have lost in 2020, I want to remind you of all that God has done in Hope Community in the year of 2020. 
· We have prayed more than ever as a corporate body.  Including 24 hr. prayer every month. 
· We have had our first outdoor Sunday morning service in which we had 160 people attend
· We have had our highest number of attendees for our Christmas service at 180 this year.
· We have been faithful to evangelizing our communities this year
· We have started Hope Feeds the Soul which has passed out hundreds of bags to those in need and the cooking ministry which has been a huge blessing to those who were in need of a meal.
· We have had our largest D-now with over 100 teenagers this past year
· We have started live streaming our services, making our services accessible to more people
· Our Wednesday night bible studies have seen substantial growth this past year both in numbers and spiritually
· We have continued to support our missionaries even amid trying financial times ($10,384)
· We were able to keep things going. 
We did not do this on our own, but by the power of His might.  Instead of focusing on all that you have lost this past year, remember all that God has done. 
Be encouraged and move forward
8 And David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I pursue after this band? Shall I overtake them?” He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake and shall surely rescue.” 9 So David set out, and the six hundred men who were with him, and they came to the brook Besor, where those who were left behind stayed. 
This time David got it right and he inquired of the Lord whether or not he should pursue his enemy.  The Lord tells him to “Pursue” or move forward.  So David sets out and guess who is with him, the six hundred people who were just about to stone him.  
Only God can do that.  Only he can still the hearts of David’s warriors who had lost so much.  There was war to be fought, there was ground to be gained, there were families to be reclaimed.  David could not do it alone, but he needed all 1200 hands fighting with him.  
At Hope Community we too are moving forward.  We will not stand by and allow the enemy to rob us of those who are called to be our spiritual brothers and sisters in Christ.  There is ground to be gained. 
We will continue to fight the good fight of faith.  We will press forward, and we will rely on the power of God through His Holy Spirt, who is living in us, to empower us to accomplish all that is before us.  We will immediately realize our dependance upon Him and will not go to Him as a last resort.  
Just as David needed those 600 to help him, we as pastors need you to help us achieve the goals which God has called us to. 
Here are a few things we believe to be important goals of 2021: (refer to handout)
1. Pay down debt- from 321,000 to 290,000
2. Continue two services 9:30 & 11:00
3. Have a sustained 150 in attendance between the two services
4. Give out 25 food baskets for homeless per month
5. Continue Monthly Hope to the Streets 
6. Having a Quarterly Super Sunday (with salvation message)
7. Implement Section leaders
8. Enlist Volunteers (Greeters, Ushers, Children’s church Teachers & Helpers, Van Drivers)
9. Revamp Kid’s Church to make for a vibrant engaging experience
10. Implement team to explain salvation








What is Your Part to Play?
1. Pay down debt- from 321,000 to 290,000 (difference of 31,000)
a. Total amount of tithe needed per year to achieve goal is $128,000 (this amount includes all expenses such as salaries, insurance, utilities, office expenses, activities & programs, internet etc.)	 [For a detailed breakdown See Financial sheet]
b. This amounts to an average of $62 per week per household.  (figuring at 40 households)  
c. Your part to play is to give generously.  Are you a tither?
2. Continue two services 9:30 & 11:00
a. Show up on time
b. Invite Guest
c. Serve
3. Have a sustained 150 in attendance between the two services
a. Commit to inviting one person every week to church
b. Make people feel welcome at church
c. Have one meaningful conversation with someone at church
d. Tell 5 people hello
4. Give out 25 food baskets for homeless per month
a. Donate food items to Hope Feeds the Soul (Grace Daggett)
b. Take a basket of food to someone
c. Make a homemade card to include with baskets
5. Continue Monthly Hope to the Streets 
a. Show up every second Sunday of the month
b. Get involved with dances and/or dramas 
6. Having a Quarterly Super Sunday (with salvation message)
a. Volunteer time for setup
b. Volunteer as a cook or food server
c. Do you have any connections to make the event more exciting?
d. Donate money to help with cost
e. Engage in conversation with new people
7. Implement Section leaders (Only faithful and friendly people should inquire)
a. Talk with others (show interest in their story)
b. Pray for others
c. Point others towards discipleship (Wednesday nights)
8. Enlist Volunteers- Commit to Volunteering once a month 
a. Greeter-make people feel welcome when they walk in the door
b. Usher- help maintain order in the service and informs newcomers
c. Children’s church
i. Teach- Are you strong in the Lord, good with kids, then consider helping once a month as a teacher
ii. Helper-Not ready to teach, strong in the Lord, Love kids, then become a helper
d. Drive- friendly, older than 25, have a good driving record, help us get people to church
e. Nursery- Lady, Love babies, have a baby, then you should volunteer once a month

f. Media- 
i. Run the slides for the main Service
ii. Run the live feed for main Service
iii. Run slides and lights for kid’s service (coming soon)

9. Revamp Kid’s Church to make for a vibrant engaging experience
a. Change physical appearance.  
i. Creative, love to paint, artistic, builder, we can use you
ii. Change scene quarterly
b. Add Dramas
i. Be an actor/actress
ii. Make costumes
c. Increasing incentives for bringing in people
i. Give prizes and/or candy
ii. Invite kids
10. Implement team to explain salvation
a. Are you solid in your faith? Could you teach a new believer what is next after responding to a call of salvation? 
b. Could you biblically talk about the importance of baptism to that person?
c. This team will consist of a group of people who would communicate these things to a person immediately after responding to a call of salvation. 

