Series: Reset
Title: Re-build  
In our story today we will be looking the book of Ezra and how God put it upon the hearts of the Jews to restore the temple in Jerusalem, which had been previously destroyed by the Babylonian invasion. 
Just to give you a brief backstory of what happened before the events that we will be reading about today. 
· 605 BC Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonians under the leadership of king Nebuchadnezzar, and the Israelites were exiled to Babylon.  

While they were in exile the prophet Jeremiah writes a letter to them 

Jeremiah 29:5-7
5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 
When they once used planted gardens and built homes and established families for the welfare of their own city, they were now being instructed to do so for the good of Babylon.  Which was a foreign land, among people who a spoke foreign language, and who worshipped foreign gods.  Some believe that they were even hated by the Babylonians.  They had no altar, they had no temple, they had no public worship. This would continue for 70 years.  
The reason they found themselves in this situation in the first place is because of their relentless pursuit to worship other gods.  God had given them chance after chance to get right and turn from their idolatry, but they did not and eventually He had enough and allowed them to be overtaken by the Babylonians.  
The Babylonians had destroyed Jerusalem.  Its fortified walls were torn down and the city was set ablaze.  The temple was also destroyed.  For the Jews, the temple was a more than just a building, it was part of culture and a way of life.  
It was a place which various people performed specific tasks with the purpose of bringing a whole nation of people in contact with the Living God.  It was a place where the Jews would bring their sacrifices and the Priest would take those sacrifices and prepare them, while other priest would offer those sacrifices on the alter.  Besides that, there were other priest who minded the cleanliness of the temple and making sure everything was in order.  There were Levites who sang the Psalms, there were other leaders who read aloud the Torah to all who gathered to listen. There were those who gathered to listen to the Torah being read. 
It was a place where communities of people would come together and use their giftings to glorify God.  It was a place where man would meet with God, and God would meet with man.  It was a special place; it was a holy place.  
But during their exile to Babylon all was lost.  With Jerusalem being destroyed by fire, their way of life came to a sudden halt.  Much like how our lives came to a halt with this pandemic.
But God who is rich in mercy and abounding in steadfast love, had mercy on His people yet again and raises up King Cyrus of Persia (AKA Cyrus the Great) who makes a decree which allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.  To me this is quite amazing that God worked on the heart of a King, who followed no specific religion, to respond favorably to His people. 
· 539 BC Cyrus subdued the Babylonian empire and became king
· 538 BC Cyrus gives the decree to rebuild the temple
Ezra 1:2-13
2 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 And let each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.”
King Cyrus does a few monumental things in this passage after being instructed by God to do so:
· Issues the decree to rebuild the temple
· He gives permission to anyone who is willing to go back to their homeland to do the work.
· He makes provision for the rebuilding 
What we learn from this is that God gives the task, He gives the authority to accomplish that task, He provides what is necessary to accomplish the task. 
In addition, King Cyrus also knew that this great task would require a group of people coming together to make it all happen and that it was not the sole responsibility of one man.  So, he tells them “whoever is among you” to go to Jerusalem and help with this rebuilding. 
You were in a situation beyond your control in which you were not afforded the luxury of being able to offer sacrifices to God, and have corporate worship but now those situations which previously restrained you have been loosed and now you are commissioned to go and rebuild the temple of God. 
Again, I am amazed that a King with no specific religion, realized the need to rebuild the Jewish temple and reestablish the worship of Yahweh, the one true God.  Only God can do that.
But who would respond to this call to rebuild?  By now the Israelites were seventy plus years removed from being in Jerusalem and had become accustomed to life in Babylon.  
Besides that, it was a long distance (approx. 4 months journey) to travel back to Jerusalem especially with women and children. Add to that the dangers they faced as they would be exposed to their surrounding enemies as they attempt to rebuild.  Would they even recognize Jerusalem after having been gone for so long?  
Why even bother?  
More than likely there was a strong temptation to stay in Babylon.  This is what they had come to know. 
However, real leaders will arise in the face of adversity with unrelenting trust in the promises of God.  That is what happens in this case. 
5 Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem.
The same spirit that put it upon the heart of King Cyrus to allow the Jews to return, was the same spirit that filled these leaders with a desire to worship God freely in their homeland.  Hope had been rebirthed and God was committed to bringing them back to Jerusalem. It was around 536 BC that the first wave of Jews returns to Israel to begin rebuilding the temple.
In Ezra 3 We find many different people coming together at Jerusalem working to rebuild the temple. 
· Vs 2  Jeshua his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel with his kinsmen built the altar of the God of Israel.  It was the first thing rebuilt.  It was important it was to restore worship to the Lord as soon as possible.  They had enemies lurking around.
· Vs 4 Says that they immediately began offering sacrifices, so that means there were priest preparing sacrifices and yet other priest burning those sacrifices on the altar.  
· Vs 7 Masons and carpenters were brought in 
· Vs 7b Cooks were preparing food for the workers
· Vs 8 Levites from the ages of twenty and up were appointed to supervise the work of the House of the Lord
· Vs 10 speaks of the builders who were laying the temple foundation, and of the worship band. 
We are to also assume there were other occupations which were necessary for the building of the temple which were not named.  Being that Jerusalem was destroyed, it is more than likely they slept in tents which required tent makers and installers.  They needed food, so there were probably farmers, hunters, and gatherers.  Building materials needed to be gathered and/or moved around so there were laborers.  
There were also spiritual needs of the workers during this time of construction which would require other priest and/or spiritual leaders to tend to those.   
The idea is that everyone whose heart was stirred by the Lord to rebuild the temple was chipping in and doing their part in the rebuilding process.  Which makes this whole event even more spectacular. 
Now watch how the people of Israel respond when the foundation of the temple is complete. 
10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests in their vestments came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the Lord, according to the directions of David king of Israel. 11 And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.”
And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away.
We see two different responses to the laying of the foundation for the temple.
For the younger generation who were born in Babylon, they were shouting with loud shouts of joy.  For this might have been the first time they have encountered the faithfulness of God in a tangible sense. 
But for the priest and Levites who had seen the first temple which Solomon had made, they wept.  
Wept in this context is the same as when Joseph wept aloud when he revealed himself to his brothers after being sold by them to some gypsies. That longing to be reunited with his family and the fulfillment of the dream of God had finally come to pass.  Just as the priest and Levites were longing to once again worship God in the temple, that desire was becoming a reality.
They knew what it was to experience the presence of God, and to taste of that once more is just an overwhelming emotion.  Just as it was an overwhelming emotion which I felt when I was finally able to come back into the house of God with my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Really, we were alot like the Israelites:
· They were brought to a land where they were separated from their normal practices of worshipping God.  Likewise, we could not assemble or have corporate worship like we were accustomed to as we were confined to our homes. 
· In Babylon there was a community of people who still had faith in God, and probably encouraged each other in a more private setting, it just wasn’t the same as being in Jerusalem.  
Likewise, many of us still have faith God and met together via zoom or through Facebook, but who can testify that it just not the same as being in the house of God. 
· As Cyrus’s decree went forth and stirred up faith and hope in many of the Israelites, As Pastors our faith and hope was stirred with anticipation as we received the decree by our governor to reopen our church.  
· As the Israelites returned to Jerusalem, which was in desperate need of rebuilding, we too have returned to a church which will require rebuilding. 
· To rebuild the temple took a community of people coming together and doing their part, to rebuild the church it will take the same thing.  

We need nursery workers, children church workers, greeters, van drivers, cleaners, cooks, prayer leaders, it takes a community of believers coming together doing their part to build a church.  
We had so much momentum before the pandemic, the church was gaining traction.  But I really believe God is not finished with us yet.  Those things that He has put in our heart will come to pass.  We may be facing uncertainty just as the Israelites faced uncertainty while in Babylon.  However, we will continue to believe the promises of God and march forward. 
Just to recap on some things that we were moving towards before it all went down 
· Evangelizing every first Sunday of the month
· Invite Sunday with message of salvation and baptism
· One big event periodically as a draw to bring in families
· Two services to reach more people (goal of 175 by the end of year)
· Small groups on Wednesdays
· Prayer on 5th Wednesday 
· Reach the homeless and needy
· Reach the elderly
· Reach the Spanish Community
· Cooking for hope
· Acquire the entire building complex
I believe our goal is the same as the Israelites; We want God to be glorified in all that we do.  As the church of God is rebuilt, I believe we will see a releasing of His Spirt like never before.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Just as there was singing and celebration among the Israelites, there will be great rejoicing not only in our church but in the heavenlies as men and women and generations to follow experience the power of God working in their lives and setting them free from the bondage of sin and shame. 




