Retake
I must give credit to my youngest daughter Maylen, who came up with the title of today’s message “Retake.”  This came about as my wife and I were openly discussing this reset series in front of our kids.  But when she said it, the Holy Spirit confirmed it in my spirit and so here it is. 
Our text today comes from the book of 1 Samuel 30.  But first I would like to give you a brief back story on the events that led up to our text today. 
God had rejected Saul as king of Israel because of his disobedience and in his place He had chosen David the son of Jesse, #shepherd boy, #giant killer, #talented musician waiting to be king.  Well of course Saul became jealous of David and even tried to kill him with several attempts.  
David, without consulting Godly counsel, fled and took shelter amongst the philistines the sworn enemies of the Israelites.  Even though David acted according to his own heart by joining the Philistines, he prospered in every way.  He and his men were even given the land known as Ziklag to live in.  Which clearly shows that God gives us that which we do not deserve. 
But there came a day which David and his men were required by order of King Achish (king of Gath) to go to battle against the Israelites.  David and his men were more than eager to prove themselves on the battlefield, however the princes of the Philistines were not about it.  They thought that David would switch sides in the middle of the battle and fight against the Philistines instead of with them.  So, David and his men were sent back home to Ziklag.  
It was God who removed David from that battlefield.  God did not allow David to defile himself and his men by going to war against “the armies of the living God.”
However, there would be consequences for not seeking God’s advice.  That is where we pick it up today. 
1 Samuel 30:1-8, 
1 Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive.
The city was left unguarded and the Amalekites took advantage of the situation and burned the entire city taking the women and children captive.  
Know Your Enemy
Who were these Amalekites?
They were descendants of Esau, Jacob’s twin brother.  As a reminder through deceit Jacob had gained both the birth right and blessing which belonged to the first-born son Esau.  Consequently, Esau hated Jacob for it.  They eventually made up, yet we find the family feud continuing in our passage today.
God had later renamed Jacob to Israel thus the beginning of the Israelite people.  Though David was living amongst the philistines at that time, He was an Israelite.  The city in which David, his men, and their families dwelt was attacked by the Amalekites. 
This would have never happened to begin with if Saul had obeyed the Lord fully when he was instructed by God through the prophet Samuel to completely destroy the Amalekites.  
	1 Samuel 15:2-3
2 ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. 3 Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ ”
By not killing all the Amalekites, God removes Saul from being king of Israel.  Now by the hand of the Amalekites David seems to be further prevented from attaining the throne. 
For a moment David lets his guard down.  He prepares to go to battle against the Israelites.  Which he would not be in this predicament if he had not acted on his own accord by fleeing to the Philistines. But apparently, he had forgotten about the raids which he had previously made on the Amalekites.  Surely, he must have known that they would strike back.  
Nonetheless he leaves the city in which he dwelt unguarded and wide open to his enemies.  
When we lean on our own understanding, we will make decisions that have dire consequences.  When we rely on our own strength our losses will be greater than our victories. 
As we see in this story, his enemy wasted no time.  The Amalekites had seen their opportunity and so they struck. 
Which is just like our adversary the devil. 
1 Peter 5:8
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
The enemy prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for an opportunity to steal kill or destroy.  We must stay on guard of the gates of hearts and minds and not allow him to penetrate either.  
	James 4:7
Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
We submit to God, because it is through His power in which we can overcome the enemy.  We submit to God and His infinite wisdom and we won’t find ourselves in a place where David found himself. 
Mourn Your Losses
When you realize that you have been robbed from, you must identify what it is that has been taken from you.  
(Example of Hope Extreme)
When David returns from his three-day journey from the Philistine camp, the first thing that he notices is the smoke coming from the city in which he lived.  He was hoping to come back to his home and be with his family but instead he comes back to an entire city that was burning to the ground.  All their houses, which were places of security and comfort, were set ablaze.  
Then to make things matters worse David and his men soon realize that their wives and children have also been taken.   So much was taken from David in that moment because he had left the city unguarded.  
4 Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 
It was appropriate for David and his men to Mourn their Losses.  It is ok to feel or express sadness for the loss of someone or something.  Grieving is a process that teaches us how to fully surrender our pain to God so that He can heal our hearts.
Things only get worse for David before they get better.  We cannot simply take inventory of what has been taken, that does not bring wholeness to our lives.  In fact, if we simply dwell on that which has been taken from us, we will be overcome by our emotions. 
There are two different responses that we see in the following text. 
5 And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. 6 Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.
· David’s men were grieved but they allowed their emotions to take over and they blamed David. 
· David was distressed but He strengthened himself in the Lord
Recover All
To put yourself in a position in which you gain everything back that the enemy has stolen from you, is to not allow your emotions to rule over you but rather you must strengthen yourself in the one who rules all things including your emotions. 
David was seeing something his men were not seeing.  His men were looking at their present situation and concluded it was over all was lost.  The idea of getting everything back perhaps had not even crossed the minds of David’s men.  
Meanwhile David looked toward His God and realized it is never over until God says that it is over. God had anointed David to become king of Israel and if He made that promise to David.  He would be faithful to complete that promise in his life. 
If God was fighting for him how could he not win.  How could he not recover all that was taken?
7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” 
Ephod- part of the official outfit of the high priest, It served as a reminder of past victories that God had performed for the Israelites. 
And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 8 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.”
David had learned his lesson.  He got himself in a bind by not inquiring of the Lord before joining the Philistines, and he suffered the consequences.  Now He is inquiring of the Lord to determine whether he should proceed. 
Ultimately the Lord is all knowing, and if He tells you to go and recover all, you can rest assured that He will ensure that you recover all. 
Look at some examples from the New testament
The man who was possessed by demons, he cut himself and hung out among the tombs, the enemy sure did take a lot away from him as he was isolated from the rest of society.  But Jesus drives out those demons and the man is set free and everything that he had lost was restored.
What about the lepers and the blind and the paralytics all who experienced their health being taken away from them, Yet Jesus restores all!
What about the disciples in the midst of the storm, lost their hope and their minds, Jesus brings peace
In our story today, David recovers all
1 Samuel 30:18-19
18 So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives. 19 And nothing of theirs was lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had taken from them; David recovered all. 
· What was taken from you?  	

Was it your purity, innocence, self-esteem, trust, love, peace of mind, joy, health, strength, dignity, courage, sanity, kindness, soberness, career, opportunity, finances, relationship, marriage, kids

· What will you do about it?	

· Will you be like David and encourage yourself in the Lord, inquire His divine favor, and act against your spiritual enemy?


· Or will you be like David’s men and accept defeat and allow your emotions to rule over you?

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is time to retake everything the devil has stolen from you! Rise up o man and o woman of God.
Matthew 18:18
18 “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

Know Your Enemy
Mourn Your Losses
Recover All



