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Series: Thriving or Surviving

Title: Thrive With Anointing (fill your horn with oil and go)

One of the most memorable times in the bible in which someone was anointed occurs in 

1 Samuel 16:1, 6-13

1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.”

This is providential as Samuel is sent by God to Bethlehem to anoint a king.  Bethlehem is the same place that Jesus would be born. Both David and Jesus would come from humble beginnings but would be anointed as King.  Jesus would even be referred to as coming from the lineage of King David.  In fact, when Jesus made His grand entry in Jerusalem the crowds were shouting:

	Matthew 21:9

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

However, Jesus would be a King far above all kings and Lord far above all Lords. 

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's anointed is before him.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.”11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. 

What does it mean to be anointed?

Anoint - māšaḥ (maw-shakh) smear, to consecrate.  

Horn – qeren (keh'-ren)- used as oil- flask

Oil – šemen- (sheh'-men) for anointing, for anointing a king

In our story for today oil was used to consecrate David as King. The oil was kept in a horn or a flask until it was poured out completely over David’s head. 

In those days, "the kings were anointed in the form of a crown; that is, all around the head; 

God anoints whom He will according to His infinite wisdom.  The anointing was upon a person according to God’s choosing.  

· He rejects Saul for his disobedience. 
· He rejects Eliab Jesse’s first born son because God seen his heart. (my God is father) 
· He passes over Abinadab Jesse’s second born son (my father is noble)
· He passes over Shammah Jesse’s third son (astonishment)
· He passes over Jesse’s fourth through seventh sons who are not even named
· He chooses David (beloved)

God had chosen David, the youngest of his brothers, who wasn’t even considered a viable candidate by his own father.  However, God searches the heart of man while man looks at the outward appearance. 

David mentions the anointing several times throughout the Psalms.

Psalm 20:6 Now I know that the Lord saves his anointed; he will answer him from his holy heaven with the saving might of his right hand.

Psalm 23:5 “you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.”

Psalm 28:8 The Lord is the strength of his people; he is the saving refuge of his anointed.

Psalm 132:17 There I will make a horn to sprout for David; I have prepared a lamp for my anointed.

From this you get a sense that there is a special care given to those who are anointed. We can say that those who are anointed thrive in all who God is to them.
· They are saved, 
· Their prayers get answered, 
· God overflows their lives, 
· God is their strength, a refuge, 
· He makes them to be a lamp to shine forth in darkness. 

One thing that was key for the anointing to take its full effect, 

1 Samuel 16:13b And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.

The Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David.  That is what set him apart from everyone else.  
The power is not in the oil, but in the spirit of God who dwelt in him.

The oil was an external act which is an extension of our prayer much like fasting.   If David was going to lead well as King, he would need to be equipped with the Spirit of the Lord. 
You may be saying, well that’s David, he needed to be anointed to rule over Israel, this does not apply to me because I’m no king nor do I plan on being King.  
	
	1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Furthermore, is the anointing only for the consecrating of Kings? 
Is the anointing for the common believer? 

First let’s consider Jesus.

Luke 1:68-69
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
    for he has visited and redeemed his people
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David,

Jesus is called the horn of salvation.  From Him flows all things pertaining to life and godliness. 

Jesus gives us more clues to help us understand the significance of the anointing.  He is given the scroll and it is opened to what we call the book of Isaiah.  (It would be chapter 61 for us)

Luke 4:18-19

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”

The spirit of the Lord was upon Him because He was anointed.  The anointing correlates to the Spirit of the Lord being upon Him. 

Switching from Hebrew text of the Old Testament to the Greek Text of the New Testament the word anointed takes on a slightly different meaning. The word chriō is used.

· Consecrating Jesus to the Messianic office, and furnishing him with the necessary powers for its administration.
· Empowering Christians with the gifts of the Holy Spirit

Acts 10:38

38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 

He was set apart to bring about man’s redemption.  Jesus tells His audience that the scripture was fulfilled in their ears, because He was the God’s anointed one.  The anointing was upon Him to do good in the earth in an effort to point mankind toward the Kingdom of God. 

· Preach to the poor
· Heal the brokenhearted
· Proclaim liberty to the captives
· Sight for the blind

But the anointing was not only placed upon Jesus to consecrate Him as the Messiah but was also given to empower believers with the gifts of the Holy spirit for the edifying of the body of Christ.  For Jesus would ascend to the clouds and would entrust the advancing of His gospel to His disciples.  They were to carry on the work of Christ.  
 
2 Corinthians 1:21-22

21 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

Just as God had established and anointed King David through the prophet Samuel, we are established by God through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Here we see that the anointing is for those who are established in Christ, it is for those who have the Holy Spirit living in their lives.  The Holy Spirit is the one who assures us of our salvation. 

Then we see evidence of the disciples being anointed, anointing and doing good to others. 

Mark 6:12-13

 12 So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.

We can say with certainty that for those of us who have the Holy Spirit in our lives that we are anointed to do good in the earth.  

Also, we can anoint others with oil as an extension of faith.  We are urged to do so.

James 5:14-15

14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
How does a person become anointed?

1 John 2:27

27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.

We cannot even come to God unless the spirit of God draws us to repentance. The anointing comes from Him therefore you must abide in Him to have the anointing.   

John 15:4

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.

If we are to see the power of God evident in our lives then we must abide in Him.  
What is the purpose of the anointing?

John 14:12-17

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

The purpose of having the anointing is to do what Jesus did in the earth and to undo what satan did in the earth.

Anointing something with oil is not automatic in producing healing, but serves as a powerful expression of prayer, and intensifies our plea, asking God, and waiting for him, to heal.

Thrive with anointing in your daily life

Going back to our beginning story with David, David was anointed for a purpose.  He would eventually become king of Israel.  But some say that it took between 14-15 years from the time that he was anointed to the time that he became king.  In fact, it is said that David went back to tending sheep after being anointed as king. Also, during that waiting season David gained the favor of Saul and became his armor bearer.   

1 Samuel 16:21-23

21 And David came to Saul and entered his service. And Saul loved him greatly, and he became his armor-bearer. 22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David remain in my service, for he has found favor in my sight.” 23 And whenever the harmful spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre and played it with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit departed from him.

David was doing good in the earth. He was like Jesus as he dispelled the harmful spirit from Saul.

Though David was anointed as king, he did not think it beneath himself to serve in the King’s court as a musician.  He simply served into the opportunity that was before him. David was still anointed, still full of the Spirit of God, but he was proving to be faithful in the small things knowing that God would make him a ruler over much.  Much like Stephen in the book of Acts.

Acts 6:2-5

2 “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 
	
Stephen was a man full of faith and full of the Holy Spirit and yet he was chosen to serve tables. Because who knows the people you encounter while serving tables that may need an encounter with the Holy Spirit that is living within you. 

You can thrive in the anointing as you go about your daily life. 

To all you mothers out there, do not underestimate the power of your prayers over your children.  It would even be wise to smear the oil on their room and their belongings.  Because you are means by which the Holy Spirit will touch their life. 

You can anoint them and dispel any demon that has attempted to attach itself to your children.  

	
