Series: Reset
Title: Reflect, But Move Forward
As the year comes to an end, we want to remember all the good things that God has done this year.  It is good to remind ourselves of every good thing for so many times we can be overwhelmed with all the bad that is going on around us.  
In our story today we will see that very thing being brought about. 
The Israelites were about to cross over the Jordan and enter the land that God had promised them.  They had wandered in the wilderness for forty years as a consequence for their unbelief.  During that time the older generation had died off for they were not allowed to enter the land. 
The generation that would enter the promised land was Joshua’s generation.  For it was Joshua and Caleb who brought a good report back to Moses when they were sent to spy out the land. 
Here in our story today, they are stepping into a new season in their lives.  Putting behind them the sins of their forefathers and walking into the blessings of God.  
Upon doing so, they were to follow the instructions given by God to Joshua.  
Joshua 4:1-24
Reflect on God’s Goodness
1 When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Take twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, 3 and command them, saying, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place where the priests' feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.’” 
As a reminder the number 12 is significant in the bible as it symbolizes divine completeness, perfect government, and God's organized people. 
There were twelve tribes of Israel, twelve apostles, twelve baskets of leftovers after feeding the 5000, twelve gates of the New Jerusalem and twelve layers in the foundation of it. 
12 Represents God's rule and administration in the earth. 
12 men (one from each tribe) were to take one stone out of the Jordan River and bring it on dry ground, stack it and this would serve as a memorial to what God has done.  
As mentioned, this was a very significant event in Israel’s Journey.  (1406 B.C)
The twelve stones were to be gathered after the entire nation of Israel had crossed over.  There was a great number of people crossing with Joshua (600,000 men between the ages of 20 and 50, as well as the women, the young and the old - giving an estimate of 2 to 3 million)
Everyone would arrive safely across the Jordan River. 
The crossing was quite a miracle for when Joshua led the Israelites across the Jordan River, it was springtime and the river was at full flood stage, overflowing its banks with a strong, rushing current, making it look impossible to cross. The normal banks were submerged, and the water was a raging torrent, creating a formidable barrier.
For the Israelites to cross such a river it would take divine intervention.  That is exactly what took place.  God stopped the water flow upstream, creating a dry path for the entire nation to walk through
 The areas surrounding the river were dense with bushes and trees, making access difficult and adding to the challenge.
Therefore, God caused the waters of the Jordan to stop flowing which then formed a huge wall, while the riverbed became dry where they crossed.  Once the riverbed was dry it revealed thick brambles and a difficult terrain beneath. This was a supernatural event, only God could do it. 
The Jordan crossing is approximately 10 (6.2 miles) kilometers from Jericho.  Jericho was where they were headed after crossing the Jordan and Jericho would be the first city to fall because of God’s power which worked in favor of His people.  
But why do you suppose God had them make this monument in the first place?
4 Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe. 5 And Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the Lord your God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you. When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ 7 then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So, these stones shall be to the people of Israel a memorial forever.”
First, as humans we tend to forget things.  Especially good things. These stones were to serve as a reminder.  
Secondly these stones would be a very visible way of communicating what God had done to future generations. These stones would appear out of place on dry ground, for if they had been pulled from a river then they would be much smoother in comparison to other stones. 
There was something striking or peculiar about these stones that would cause children to question the reason for them being where they were.  For would not appear to be in their natural setting.  Someone must have intervened.  
Just like God must have intervened for the Israelites by defying nature in stopping the river Jordan so that the Israelites can cross on dry ground.   
Thirdly these stones point to God’s power and commitment to His people.  He can defy nature on behalf of His people.  What is impossible with man is possible with God. 
Never let us get to the point in which we magnify the problem over God.  If God can stop rivers for them, what might He do for you.  
While you might not have a collection of stones to remind you of the faithfulness of God, perhaps there is some other reminder that you hold on to that causes you to reflect upon His faithfulness.  
(My corrective shoes & running shoes)
Remind – Teach the next generation – Know God’s power and commitment to His people
8 And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the Lord told Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where they lodged and laid them down there. 9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there to this day. 10 For the priests bearing the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua.
Every year, on or around the 10th Nissan (which coincides with late March and April), a ceremony is held on the bank of the Jordan river, to mark the anniversary of the crossing of the Jordan. In the last few years the ceremony was attended by over 1000 people. 
(Vs 19-24) 19 The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho.20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.” 
The meaning of this monument was intended for all peoples of the earth not just Israel. 
To Recap what we talked about so far:
· Instruction to Joshua: God instructed Joshua to have twelve men, one from each tribe, take stones from the middle of the Jordan River.
· Action of the Israelites: The Israelites followed Joshua’s command, taking the stones from the river and placing them where they camped.
· Crossing the Jordan River: The Israelites crossed the Jordan River on dry ground, similar to their crossing of the Red Sea.
· Purpose of the Stones: To serve as a memorial for the Israelites, reminding them of God stopping the Jordan River’s flow for them to cross.
· Joshua’s Leadership: God exalted Joshua, and the people respected him as they had respected Moses.
Move Forward into God’s Purposes
They were in Gilgal for about 14 years, as it served as the temporary location for the Tabernacle (Mishkan) until the conquest and division of the land.
Gilgal was a place of transition for the Israelites symbolizing the end of their 40 years of wandering in the wilderness and the beginning of their life as a settled people in Canaan. 
The promise was still before them, but the wilderness was behind them.  
For Israel, the wilderness symbolized 
A crucial period of testing, purification, and formation, a harsh place where they learned total dependence on God, were stripped of their slave identity. 
It was in the wilderness that they were taught to trust God as their sole provider and guide, transforming them from a mass of people into a nation with a covenant relationship with God. It was a space of divine intimacy and revelation, but also of rebellion, demonstrating humanity's need for God's grace. 
Perhaps you are in a similar place today, (between wilderness & God’s promises) meaning you’re in a season of intense of testing while still holding on to God’s promises. You may not see the fulfilment of God’s promises just yet but you’re holding on to it.  
Perhaps you’re still on the wilderness side of the Jordan and are apprehensive to cross over. 
The only way to the promise is through the river.  It seems impossible and highly unlikely, but all it takes is a step of faith.  As the priest carrying the ark of the covenant (promise) stepped into the river the waters were then stopped and not a moment before. 
God is teaching you to be dependent on Him and to trust Him in those difficult seasons. 
2025 could have been a great year for you or it could have been a very trying year for you.  But how will you experience the future that God has planned for you when you are still dwelling in the past. 
(past failures, past regrets, past disappointments, past hurt, past break ups, past sorrow, past sins, past upbringings, past generation curses, even past victories (New Orleans Saints) 
Today you can decide to live in the past and stay on the wilderness side of Jordan or you can cross over into the promises that God has for you in the future.  
	Zechariah 4:6
	Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. 
It is not by your power but by His. His promises are received as we step out in faith. The twelve stones that were gathered by the twelve tribes of Israel serve as a reminder to us today of God’s delivering power.    
What we can conclude from this is that there must be times when we remember the good things that God has done in our lives.  
But we must also move forward to the new seasons that God has in store. If we are so set on how things used to be, we could miss out on what God is presently doing.  	
· Hope in Despair: The imagery of "wilderness" and "wasteland" represents impossible situations, yet God promises to bring life and pathways through them.
· God promises to perform something entirely new, a fresh work of salvation and restoration.
· Letting Go: A call to release past hurts, failures, or even past glories that hinder present progress.




