Series: The Harvest
Title: Be a Part of the Global Harvest
· Missionaries
· The persecuted church
· Awareness and a call to action
Series Recap
· We talked about sowing seed and the ground that it falls upon.  We were challenged to check our harvest.  
· The hardened heart
· The shallow heart
· The worldly heart
· The fruitful heart
· We talked about laboring for the harvest.  
· We must have a healthy view of salvation to labor for the harvest.  
· Pray to have eyes to see
· Commit our time
· Maintenance your heart
Let’s look again at what I would consider a theme verse for this series.
	Matthew 9:37-38
37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
Prayer is very powerful. There is a need to pray for laborers.  There is a need for Christians to be engaged in the Lord’s harvest. The Lord’s harvest extends across the entire globe to all peoples, tribes and nations.
The gospel has the power to save all who would believe and call upon the name of Jesus. 
Consider the words of Jesus as He informs His disciples about the signs of the end times. 
Matthew 24:14
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
Before His return the gospel must be preached throughout the entire world. This mission is seen as a universal one, meant to cross all ethnic, cultural, and geographical boundaries. 
The gospel includes the message of Jesus's life, death, resurrection, and the call to repent and believe. 
Why do you suppose the end will not come until the gospel is preached to all nations?
2 Peter 3:9
9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
So, it is the heart of God that all people should be given the gospel with the chance to repent from their sins. Not all will, but that they would be given the chance. 
With modern technology this is not an impossible feat. We can communicate with people on the other side of the world.  In fact, even the most remote parts of the world have access to cell phones.
Fun Fact
Approximately 70.1% of the world's population uses a mobile phone, with unique users reaching around 5.78 billion in October 2025. This figure includes both smartphones and older feature phones.  
We are living in the information age in which 
	Daniel 12:4b
…Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”
This verse is often interpreted as a prediction of modern times, where scientific and technological knowledge has rapidly increased and people travel extensively around the globe.
Therefore, we live in a time in which it is possible for the entire earth to hear the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. For hearing the good news of the gospel is what leads to salvation. 
Imagine if the church would use the tools available for the furtherment of God’s kingdom.  Then we would probably see the gospel reach the entire globe in our lifetime. 
Romans 10:13-15
13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
	Being sent – Preach – Hear – Believe – Call upon Jesus – Be saved
Though we live in the age in which it is possible, there are only about 2.3 – 2.4 billion Christians in the world which is only around 28.8% to 31%. So, we have our work to do. (see chart)
Good news, Christianity is growing worldwide faster than the global population, with projections estimating the number of Christians will exceed 3 billion before 2050. Currently there are 8.142 billion (2024) people in the world.  So, there are at least 5 billion people who do not know Jesus as the Lord and savior. 
Why should we be concerned with what happens around the globe?
Transformation Is Necessary for Mission	(Double dip on what Jeremy said)
We must first be transformed by God's love before we can share it with the world.
It really is a question of where our heart is.  
	Matthew 6:19-21
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
What we treasure tells us a lot about what we value.  If we treasure Christ as our greatest possession, then we will care about what He cares about.  Mainly people. 
Here it from the mouth of Jesus:
John 10:14-16
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So, there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
This is the heart of the Father, we see this repeated throughout the scriptures.  So, if we are to be a people whose treasure is Jesus, whose greatest delight is in the Son of God, then we are to be a people after His own heart. 
· Treasuring what He treasures,
· Valuing what He values, 
· Caring about what He cares about. As Jeremy said last week, spiritually mangled and broken people.  Broken by the curse of sin and death.  The answer they need is Christ. 
But this kind of valuing and treasuring of Christ comes from a heart that has been transformed from darkness and into the light. 
Everyone Is a Missionary
The call to mission is not for a select few, but for every believer, whether they serve locally or overseas.
When we speak of the global harvest (The Lord’s Harvest) there are so many aspects of this.  
· There are missionaries such as Charlie and Tina Songe who have given up their lives here in the states for decades to start churches in Mexico.
· There are other missionaries in many places throughout the world who risk it all preaching the good news of the kingdom.  They risk it all because it is illegal to do so. If they are caught, they could lose everything including their families and their own lives. 
They smuggle bibles into places where it is strictly prohibited to do so. They use a wide range of creative efforts such as radio, and hot air balloons, shipping containers, whatever possible as a means of bringing the gospel to the unreached people.  They know the cost of living on mission for Christ. 
· There are disaster relief programs such as Samaritan’s purse and Convoy of Hope who use such crisis as an opportunity to not only meet the needs of the people but to present the gospel to them. 

· Let’s not forget about the pastors who live in these places such as China
· Pastors and church members are arrested and/or detained 
· and the online sale of Bibles has been prohibited. 
· The government has installed hundreds of millions of facial recognition cameras, many in or near churches, to identify those who attend worship services.
Here we are in America with the freedom to worship and the freedom to assemble and discuss the things of God openly, with very little persecution in comparison to most of the world. 
Let us use our freedom to be the hands and feet of our Lord Jesus. 
Everyone is a missionary.  You may or may not ever step foot on foreign soil, but would you be willing to cross the street to share the gospel with someone? If there is to be one flock and one shepherd then that means every individual is a part of the greater sheepfold. 
The local and global are connected: The global mission begins in our own neighborhoods. We can be "missionaries" by getting to know, praying for, and serving our neighbors.  But we must not stop there.  
We must not neglect our brothers and sisters in Christ who are being persecuted around the globe.  Nor those who have given up their lives to be on mission.
You may be thinking, what can I do or how can I make a difference? 
I am glad that you asked.  To begin a mission is to first have the willingness to make a difference.  
How to Impact the Global Church
· Praying for their safety and courage, 
· Many persecuted believers request prayer as a primary source of strength and encouragement. You can pray for their protection, perseverance, and deep connection to Jesus. 
· We have prayer cards that you can bring home and pray for that country the whole month of November. (give example)
· Pray about going on a mission trip.
· Donating to reputable organizations that provide aid, 
· Financial contributions to organizations that support persecuted Christians can provide essential aid such as emergency relief, food, medical assistance, and housing. (Samaritan’s Purse, Convoy of Hope, Voice of the martyrs) 
· Donate to or volunteer with non-denominational missions that provide Bibles, discipleship training, and practical help through local partners. 
· Engaging with your own church community to educate others and organize support is also an effective way to help. 
Our commitment to missions should be driven by a belief that God is sovereign over all nations, therefore we are not to come up with excuses to neglect our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  But rather we should ask God to show us our part to play.  
The purpose of missions is to make God's glory known so that all people will worship Him, and this worship is amplified by the diversity of those who praise Him. 
Revelation 7:9-10
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
