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Series: Surviving or Thriving

Title: Thrive With Victory

At this point David is well established as king. During his military campaigns, David fought the Arameans and Ammonites to the north of Israel. At one point during the northern campaign, it seems that Edom made a surprise attack from the south. This was a dire threat, as David's response in this psalm proves. Joab on his return struck down twelve thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt.

1 O God, you have rejected us, broken our defenses;
    you have been angry; oh, restore us.

Because they suffered such a loss David feels like God has rejected His people.  There are a few things to be said about this statement.

Battles May Be Lost But the War Will Be Won

David acknowledges that there is no way an enemy of God’s people would prevail against them unless God allows them to.  So, when they experienced defeat, it seemed to David and the Israelites that God had rejected them and was no longer with them.  

We know that God has rejected many people throughout the Bible.  
God picks Isaac over Ishmael as the heir of the promise
God selected Moses and hardened the heart of Pharaoh.  
Jacob was loved, Esau was rejected.  

Romans 9:11-13 (NKJV)

11 (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), 12 it was said to her, “The older shall serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.”

Last week we talked about the time when David was anointed as king and God had rejected Eliab (the oldest and most likely pick from an external point of view) and yet God chose David because He was a man after God’s own heart.  

So, this idea of being rejected by a Holy and Righteous God, by the One who created all things is a very real and terrifying thing to consider.  

Hebrews 10:31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

For we know that though He is a loving God He is also a just God.  At the end of the age God will render judgement as He sees fit to do.  He will separate the wheat and the tare, the sheep and the goats, the righteous from the unrighteous.

The righteous will go on to be with Him in His kingdom while the unrighteous will be eternally tormented in the lake of fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels. 
Audaciously Come to God

David is justified for his fear of being rejected by God. 

Psalm 60:1b you have been angry; oh, restore us.

For whatever reason God was angry He is justified in being so.  After all He is God.  We know that sin and disobedience bring about God’s anger as there are many examples in the bible.  

We also know that before David was King, Saul was king and his leadership was questionable towards the end, and David was stuck with cleaning up the mess that Saul had created.  

Though the Israelites were not worthy of God intervening in their lives, David realizes that the only chance they have is if God in His grace and mercy intervenes on their behalf.  

This is the wander of our God.  Though we are undeserving of any good thing in our lives, we deserve whatever calamities come our way, the Lord is merciful by keeping us from getting what we deserve.  

The only chance that we have is that we call out to God just as David did.  
· We must acknowledge that He alone is Lord.  
· We must call upon Him for help in our time of need, 
· and we must ask that He would restore us back to a right relationship with Him.

For sin has brought about a great separation between God and mankind.  We have need of being restored back into a right relationship with Him. 

	Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Though David finds himself in a very overwhelming situation he knows where to turn to in his hour of need.

2 You have made the land to quake; you have torn it open;
    repair its breaches, for it totters.
3 You have made your people see hard things;
    you have given us wine to drink that made us stagger.

There is a misconception that is often taught in the church, that once you get saved everything will go smoothly for you and that you will not face any adversity.  However, when calamity strikes, that person is not able to stand against it.  It is the house that is founded upon the sand.  

Trust His Truth

That’s the expression “made us stagger.”  They were God’s people, this enemy army should not have had the success they had.  It took them off guard and made them to stagger at it. 
Rather we should be like the other house that Jesus refers to 
	

Matthew 7:24-25

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 

The truth of the matter is that the rain, floods and winds of life will come, the question remains will you be founded upon the rock.  That rock is Christ Jesus. 

David says 3 “You have made your people see hard things”

· Have you seen hard things in your life?  
· Have you seen hard things after coming to the Lord?

If you believe that God is in control of all things, and He is, then you must accept the fact that He has allowed you to experience adversity for the testing of your faith.  

	James 1:2-3

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

There is a purpose in the hard things. David did not lose the war; he simply lost a battle.  It was a testing of his faith.  Would He stand on the rock trusting in His God or would he succumb to defeat? The next line lets us know his intent. 

4 You have set up a banner for those who fear you,
    that they may flee to it from the bow. Selah

Together Under His Banner

In the war of 1812
· in August 1815, British troops invaded Washington, D.C. and set fire to the White House, the Capitol and other government buildings.
· On September 13, U.S. soldiers at Baltimore’s Fort McHenry withstood some 25 hours of British bombardment.
· Early the next morning, they hoisted a gigantic U.S. flag over the fort, marking a crucial victory and a turning point 
· Francis Scott Key watched the bombardment of Fort McHenry from a ship anchored in Baltimore’s harbor.
· Francis Scott Key wrote “The Star Spangled Banner” and its initial verse on the back side of a letter while watching the large American flag waving over the fort that morning.
That flag was a banner, it was something to rally behind.  It was a symbol of hope.
How much more so is the banner that our God sets up for His people.  
David says, “You have set up a banner for those who fear you,”

· There is safety when we rally under His banner.  
· There is hope for a better tomorrow under His banner. 
· There is a sure confidence that we are on the winning side under His banner.
· For His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom one with no end. 

	Solomon 2:4

	He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

Meaning I run to the loving arms of our Heavenly Father, He welcomes me, He fights for me, He defends me. The same God who allows you to go through hard times, has a banner ready for you to run to. Run to the banner of His love. 

5 That your beloved ones may be delivered,
   	 give salvation by your right hand and answer us!

Notice what is laid up for those who find refuge under the banner of the Lord.  
	Deliverance – 
	Salvation
	Answered prayers

there are those bound by addiction, run to the banner of His love
there are those oppressed by their thoughts, run to the banner of His love
there are those who cannot shake their sinful patterns, run to His banner

	Galatians 5:19-21

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

there are those in need of salvation, (don’t have the assurance) run to His banner today

	Romans 10:9

9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

there are those who need a prayer to be answered, run to His banner today.

Lean On His promises

6 God has spoken in his holiness:  “With exultation I will divide up Shechem and portion out the Vale of Succoth. 7 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim is my helmet; Judah is my scepter.
As David pens verses 6-7 God speaks and reminds David of His faithfulness to Abraham and His descendants for He fulfilled His promises by bringing them into the land of Canaan. Therefore, David needed not fear the Edomites coming in and taking that which God had given to them.  Furthermore, look at how God views the enemies of Israel: 

Enemies are No Match for the Lord 

8 Moab is my washbasin;
    upon Edom I cast my shoe;
    over Philistia I shout in triumph.” 

Moab was considered a wash basin.  (The metaphor is one of humiliation and servitude. Washpots were often dirty, used for bathing, and even for toilet purposes.)
It was a household utensil which can do nothing on it own.  Without the owner of that pot adding water or heat to it, it is useless.  It is only useful if the master uses it. 

David was stressed about the invading armies of Edom, and God says “I’ll cast my shoe at them.”  

· “Casting out a shoe” refers to the custom, when transferring a possession, of throwing down a shoe on the ground as a symbol of occupancy, meaning servitude for the loser. 

· The metaphor may also be one of domination like when a conqueror who puts his foot on a conquered opponent as a sign of victory.

When you rally under His banner, He reminds you of His promises and reveals to you that your enemies are nothing in comparison to Him.

9 Who will bring me to the fortified city?
    Who will lead me to Edom?
10 Have you not rejected us, O God?
    You do not go forth, O God, with our armies.
11 Oh, grant us help against the foe,
  for vain is the salvation of man!
12 With God we shall do valiantly; (with strength and absolute)
    it is he who will tread down our foes.

The efforts of man will fall short every time, But with God you shall do valiantly for He has already decided the outcome. 

History has told us what has happened to all three of these enemies (2 Samuel 8)
· 1 After this David defeated the Philistines and subdued them, 

· 2 And he defeated Moab and he measured them with a line, making them lie down on the ground. Two lines he measured to be put to death, and one full line to be spared. And the Moabites became servants to David and brought tribute.

· 14 all the Edomites became David's servants. And the Lord gave victory to David wherever he went.
