Magnifying the Bigness of God in the Smallest of Things
I don’t typically drink coffee, like ever but these past two or three weeks have been a little bit different in that we had so many after school programs and graduations and church things and appointments.  So, the other day I had a gift card to Starbucks, I looked up on the menu for under 200 calories Iced Brown Sugar Oat Milk Shaken Expresso. (I noticed that they just added a horchata one as well while doing this sermon)!
And I am not going to lie; I have never had oat milk.  My mom used to make us eat oatmeal once a week and I hated it, so I have stayed away from oats ever since.  But the picture looked appetizing, the calories were where I needed them to be, so I booked it.
And the first sip was outstanding.  
Full of Oats, it was oaty, it was brown sugary, it was creamy, it was coffey…if that is a word and I was hooked.
I went buy oat milk and have been using it ever since to do my own version every day.
https://globalassets.starbucks.com/digitalassets/products/bev/IcedBrownSugarOatmilkShakenEspresso.jpg?impolicy=1by1_wide_topcrop_630
And as I was walking with the Lord the next morning, and I had finished my Bible reading I just felt so impressed to thank the Lord for oat milk, I know that is strange, I was thinking about my new found love for this drink and then I thought I serve a God who is so big, but is so magnified in the smallest of things, like oats and more specifically, oat milk.
And that is where we start today’s message (Everybody gets a free Starbucks After…just joking!) We start today message in Magnifying God in the smallest of things.
If last week we used a Telescope to magnify and to lift up and Exalt
This week we use a microscope to do the same thing in the smallest of things!!
Magnify - make (something) appear larger than it is, especially with a lens or microscope.
Life is lived in small things, everyday things, the things that at times can feel normal and mundane, much like oats are normal and common.  And this is where the struggle lies, in those common things we often take to common patterns of the world, grumbling, complaining, bitterness, and magnifying a situation.
Insteady of magnifying the Bigness of God.
I heard of someone with a dear friend who has been praying with her husband for almost twenty years for a second child, but infertility has been a constant, disappointing companion. During their conversation she said, “Before my daughter was born, I would sit for hours at the piano just magnifying the Lord and worshiping Him and I experienced such peace. But after my daughter was born all that changed. I stopped magnifying the Lord and instead started magnifying the problem that we weren’t getting pregnant. That’s when I lost my peace, that’s when deep grief became my companion—and that’s when my heart broke.” 
The truth is that we are always magnifying something because it’s our human nature to do so. Something is always in the forefront of our lives. 
We’re magnifying a worry, a concern, a problem, a person, a job or any number of things. When we magnify anything negative in our lives, we will naturally feel bound, small. (Do an illustration and have these words printed out and use a magnifying glass to read them) 
Or, like her friend in this story, broken and lacking peace. But when we magnify the Lord and give Him room in our lives to be who He is, when we believe who He is, our problems shrink. Then we are emboldened, empowered, and free. 
There have been seasons in my life that I felt stuck, trapped by negative circumstances. I thought my circumstances were the reason I was wrestling emotionally. No doubt there are times when we can feel oppressed by what is happening around us or in us.
But in truth, that’s not why I was stuck at all. In reality, I was magnifying my worries and problems more than I was magnifying God, so my troubles seemed big and He seemed small. When we magnify God, it means we choose to believe He is who He says He is, even if we don’t feel like it. 
John Piper writes, “The whole duty of the Christian can be summed up in this: to feel, think, and act in a way that will make God look as great as He really is.”
Psalm 69 attributed to King David known for emotional depth and theological richness and was an individual lament psalm with cries for help, descriptions of suffering, fighting against enemies, and expression of hope in God’s salvation.  A lot of times considered a Messianic Psalm as it alludes to Christ suffering…
Psalm 69:29-36
29But I am afflicted and in pain;
    let your salvation, O God, set me on high!
30 I will praise the name of God with a song;
    I will magnify him with thanksgiving.
31 This will please the LORD more than an ox
    or a bull with horns and hoofs.
32 When the humble see it they will be glad;
    you who seek God, let your hearts revive.
33 For the LORD hears the needy
    and does not despise his own people who are prisoners.
34 Let heaven and earth praise him,
    the seas and everything that moves in them.
35 For God will save Zion
    and build up the cities of Judah,
and people shall dwell there and possess it;
36     the offspring of his servants shall inherit it,
    and those who love his name shall dwell in it.

So, to move from magnifying our problems, which is human nature, we are called to Magnify Him which in this text David does it with Thanksgiving.  

And reminds himself of the Lord this is better than burnt sacrifice.  This pleases the Lord with I magnify him in the smallest of things and the way that I do that is through…

Thanksgiving.  
Gratitude. 

In order to quit magnifying the concerns or the problems which look big,

I magnify God with Thanksgiving and Gratitude in the smallest of things.

1. Magnify God in thankfulness by reminding yourself that He is good.

Psalm 136:1 says, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever.”

Being thankful for He is good.  Thankfulness reminds your soul of this and in doing this it magnifies the Lord and not the situation.

2.  Magnify God in thankfulness with a list of what He has done.

Psalm 30:1-3 “I will exalt you, O Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths and did not let my enemies gloat over me. O Lord my God, I called to you for help, and you healed me. O Lord, you brought me up from the grave; you spared me from going down into the pit. . . . You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing to you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever

In this case the psalmist begins to list what he is thankful for.

3.  Magnify God in thankfulness that we are receiving His kingdom.


“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe” (Hebrews 12:28).

4.  Magnify God in thankfulness in everything.

This reminds us of the kingdom to come.  And because of our thankfulness magnifies the Lord.

In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. – 1 Thessalonians 5:18
This is the will of God.  
That’s interesting because sometimes this seems so simple…
We want the big things, the mighty things, the loud voices from God…
And the Lord says just be thankful in all things…
So, what is the application of today, thankfulness.
Expressed thankfulness and gratitude.
Walking in this for your life.


