https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SSJicZO6_g

Blessed Assurance
 
Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) 95 years old Hymn writer and urban missionary.  She lived in New York most of her adult life. Fanny Crosby was blind from childhood, yet she has written over 8,000 hymns. Blessed assurance is one of her more famous pieces and was co-written with Phoebe Knapp her best friend.

Ms. Crosby married a fellow teacher, Alexander Van Alstyne, in March,1858, who was also blind. Their only child, a daughter, died soon after birth. 

Fanny’s grandmother, who raised her, was a major influence in her life. Her grandmother encouraged her to work to the best of her abilities and not to view herself as limited. 

When a preacher once remarked that it was a pity Fanny could not see because she had been given so many other gifts, Fanny responded:
“Do you know that if at birth I had been able to make one petition, it would have been that I was born blind? Because when I get to heaven, the first face that shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my Savior.”

Fanny did not become bogged down by her physical challenges. She lived with purpose, anticipating what was to come.

Fanny contributed her own special talents. She furthered the cause of blind education, championed her faith, advocated for the poor, and paved the way for many of us today.

Verse 1 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Chorus:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Verse 2 
Perfect communion (originally submission) perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight.
Angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

Verse 3 
Perfect submission, all is at rest.
I in my Savior am happy and bless’d,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
Verse 1 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Mrs. Crosby starts the hymn by boasting in the assurance that Jesus is hers. Meaning that the greatest reward she will receive, is the reward of being with Jesus.  It is stated so confidently in the hymn as if there were no question about it, that she would in fact gain the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let’s look at that word 
Assurance- Confidence, Firm trust

	Hebrew 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

It may sound a little far-fetched when you replace the word assurance with its definition. Here is how it would read.  “Now faith is the firm trust of things hoped for.”

In other words, it is something that you cannot see, and you are hoping for it, but you have a firm trust that it will take place.  This trust must be built on something concrete. 

Mrs. Crosby could not see because she was blind, yet remained hopeful and remarkably confident that Jesus will be hers.    

· How could she have such assurance?  
· Is it possible that we could be assured of our eternal inheritance as well? 

1 John 5:10-12

10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

We come to understand that we gain the assurance of eternal life when we believe in the Son of God.  At that moment we now have a testimony or can testify to the fact that God has begun something new in our lives.  We can have assurance of eternal life.  Furthermore:

Romans 8:16-17

16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

The Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we belong to Him.  We are fellow heirs with Christ if we suffer with Him.  We will also be glorified with Him.  
Now our suffering may look different than the suffering of the persecuted church. But it is suffering, nonetheless. 	
· You may get mocked for being a Christian
· You may have lost so called “friends” when you came to the Lord
· You may not be able to participate in the lifestyle that you had before coming to Christ, meanwhile your old “friends” are still pulling on you to do so.
· You might find it to be a chore to get yourself and your family to church. 
· You may find yourself constantly doing the wrong thing when you really want to live for Christ.
· You may be going through some testing right now where it would be easier to live for the world than to pick up your cross and follow Jesus.

During our suffering, we must keep in mind that we are heirs of God with Christ.  Though we might not see the reward right now we are assured through the Holy Spirit that we are children of God, and that one day we will see Him face to face and will receive our heavenly inheritance. 

The hymn alludes to the “foretaste of glory divine.”  Meaning we are given glimpses of His glory through the scriptures and through the communion we have with the Holy Spirt.  These glimpses are enough to satisfy and yet at the same time produce a greater craving for more. 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

purchase of God, 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

born of his Spirit,  (born again)
John 3:5
5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

washed in his blood.
1 John 1:7 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

For time’s sake we will skip over verse two and look at verse 3

Perfect submission, all is at rest.
I in my Savior am happy and bless’d,

When we think of that phrase perfect submission we must connect that thought with Our Lord’s perfect submission to the Heavenly Father.  
	
Matthew 26:38-39
38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 
None of us can say that we have perfectly submitted to the will of God for our lives, only Jesus can.  
His submission to the Father was perfect.  His flesh did not want to go to the cross, nonetheless, He laid down His desires, submitted himself to the will of the Father and willingly took on the cross for our sins. 

Though our submission to Christ may not perfect as His was to the Father, it is still required.  

Matthew 16:24
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

The hymn reminds us that when we are submitted to Him, only then will we be at rest.  
Job 22:21 “Submit to God and be at peace with him; in this way prosperity will come to you.

A life that is surrendered to Him produces peace, joy and blessings.  Do you remember your life before Christ?  Was there peace in your soul, was there true lasting joy in your heart? 

Because of the assurance and the peace that we have through the Holy Spirit and because we have tasted only a foretaste of the greater glory to be experienced, we await patiently for the day when our Lord will return in the clouds and our joy will be made full.  So, the hymn continues:

watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 

We are anticipating His arrival, but meanwhile we are filled with the goodness of God and His love.  We both experience His love and goodness toward us and we give His love and do good towards others. 

Which leads us to the chorus of this wonderful hymn

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Each one of us has a personal story in which the Lord has intervened in our lives, therefore, each one of us has a personal song to sing regarding His intervention.  Most of us can sing the song of the redeemed because He has saved us from our sins.  Some of us can sing songs of Him being healer, some of us can sing song of Him being our peace, shelter, rock, fortress, provider, sustainer, helper, our teacher, deliverer, etc. We each have a testimony and we each have a song to sing.  We can say with confidence, “This is my story, this is my song,” this is how I experienced God’s deliverance, this is how I know that He is real, therefore I will praise His name forever. 

This hymn is a testimonial hymn of praise to Christ for his work of redemption, for the Spirit's work of sanctification, and for the joy of serving Jesus 
Recap: Assurance, Foretaste, Heirs, purchased, born of His Spirit, Washed, My story

· What is your story?  
· Do you have assurance? Have your sins been washed? 
· Have you tasted of His goodness?
