In this text we are given the name of someone who did not swerve from His purpose even though He faced various trials.  His name is Jesus.  It is said of Jesus that He endured the cross.  There was a lot that Jesus endured even before the cross. 
Let’s look at Jesus’ life this morning and see the various trials that He faced, trials of which many of us would have thrown in the towel, yet He endured. 
Jesus Endured A Rough Childhood 
His endurance began at His birth as He was born in a stable, which is an environment fit for animals but not for humans and especially not fit for the Son of God.  Besides that, there was an assassination plot against His life by King Herod.  So, from his birth, He and his family find themselves on the run for their lives and they flee to Egypt.
Jesus Endured Temptation
Fast forward a few years:
Matthew 4:1-2
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
Most of us know how that story goes, Satan tempted Jesus on three occasions, yet Jesus overcame each time.  He did so by quoting the word of God. Jesus endured that hardship in the wilderness to prove to you and I that He has power over darkness.  If He is living on the inside of us, then we too have that same power to overcome the wiles of the devil.
Jesus Endured Ministry Pains
Matthew 4:
23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them.
He was compassionate toward the multitudes that would gather to hear Him.  He would exhaust himself by caring for the needs of those around Him.  Other places in scripture it speaks of Jesus wanting to get away for a break but then sees the multitude and is moved with compassion towards them.  He presses through with endurance to teach them about the kingdom of God. 
Jesus Endured Religious People
These are people who appear to be religious on the outside but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. Jesus heals a man with a withered hand and it just so happened to be on a Sabbath.
But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.
Jesus Endured Being Ridiculed
These same Pharisees called Jesus “Beelzebub” the prince of demons.  They did so after Jesus had healed a demon possessed man. 
Jesus Endured being despised by His own People
53 And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, 54 and coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” 58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.
Jesus Endured His Unbelieving Disciples
These are people that Jesus had hand picked to train up for the ministry.  Though they were not always full of faith nor did they always get things right.  James and John were wanting to be seated at the left and right side of Jesus in heaven.  Peter was always sticking his foot in his mouth. He was even rebuke by Jesus shortly after being acknowledged by Him. Judas thought it was foolish for the woman with the alabaster box to waste her perfume on Jesus and was only thinking about making a profit.  Thomas later doubted that Jesus was Risen, even though Jesus told them that He would.  
They were a messed-up group of people, whom Jesus endured with and poured His life into.
Now we must also look at what Jesus endured as the time drew near for Him to be crucified. 
He endured:
· Extreme Sorrow and anguish in the garden of Gethsemane 
38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 
Endurance was not easy.  In fact, Jesus mentions that He could have called down angels to help him at any moment, and how tempting that would have been.  But He willingly chose to lay down His life and endure the race that was set before Him. 
· Frustration with his disciples who fell asleep
· Betrayal-Judas
· Abandonment-All His disciples fled away
· Being wrongly accused before the chief priest and the council
· Denied by Peter three times
· The cheers of the crowd who were chanting to “free Barabbas” and to “crucify Jesus.”  The same crowd to which He had devoted his entire life to. 
· Being mocked

Matthew 27:28 
And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.

Matthew 28:5
5 And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots.

Matthew 28:39-43
39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”

Crucifixion was brutal punishment, yet Jesus endured it for you and me.  But probably the last few minutes of His life were the hardest to endure because for the first time, He felt forsaken by His Heavenly Father.  

Matthew 28:46
46 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
The reason that is so, is because Jesus took upon himself the sins of us all.  As we know sin separates us from God.  Though He did not sin, but he took upon himself our sins.  Thus Jesus felt that separation and God condemned sin in the flesh.

Romans 8:3

3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
Let us go back to the book of Hebrews and reread Chapter 12 verse 2
2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
Jesus was able to endure because of the joy that was set before him.  
· What was the joy that was set before Him? 
He was looking into the future, beyond the cross and He seen you and I. It was His joy that you and I would come to know Him and the power of His resurrection.  It was His joy that we would be freed from the grip of sin and death.  It is His joy that we will now spend eternity with God because He endured the cross.   
Jesus finished His Race with Endurance so that you can run your race with endurance.  The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is living on the inside of you.  He will enable you to endure whatever it is that you are faced with. 
· Perhaps you know a thing or two about having a difficult childhood, (poverty, abuse, neglect)
Jesus knows what it is like to live in an environment which seeks to destroy you.  Jesus endured
· Perhaps you are being tempted to sin and it seems to be overwhelming
Jesus knows what it is like to be tempted, yet He did not sin.  Jesus endured
· Perhaps you feel like abandoning the purpose of God for your life, or maybe you on the brink of spiritual burnout
Jesus knows the burden you carry as a minister of the gospel.  Jesus endured. 
· Maybe you are being ridiculed for you faith.  
Jesus knows what that is like.  Jesus endured so that you can endure!
Hebrews 4:15
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
His reason for Joy should be our reason for joy.  One day we will be together with Him!
