Series: Legacy
Title: After God’s Heart
Recap:
· Leaving a Legacy – man or woman of God 
· Excellent in all things
· Generosity
Illustration

In the leaving a Legacy sermon I mention how there was no greater honor that we could attain over the course of our lives than it be said that we were either a man or woman of God. 
In addition to being considered a man/woman of God we also want to leave a legacy of Godly Character.  With the hope that these characteristics would be passed on to our children and our children’s children. 

Therefore, we will dig a little deeper and hopefully answer the question:
What does it mean to be a people who seeks the heart of God?   

To seek God with all your heart means making Him your highest priority, directing your deepest love, attention, and efforts toward Him, rather than focusing on worldly things or what He can provide. 

Too often we seek His hand rather than His heart.  We treat God like a genie, with hopes that He would grant our every desire.  We want God to give us this and give us that and whenever He does not, because He knows what is good for us, then we write Him off.

Imagine the creation writing off the Creator.  How foolish

God does not exist to glorify and make much of man, man was created to glorify and make much of God. He is the creator; we are the created. He is the potter, and we are the clay.  Or as Pastor Charlie Songe said, “we are dirt.” God does not owe us anything but we owe Him our lives. 

But we want to be a people “who love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37)

Loving God requires being intentional in our pursuit of His presence and having a right relationship with Him. Being a man or woman after God’s heart demands humility, repentance, and obedience to His Word. He will be found by those who truly seek Him. 

I would like to begin with the writings of Luke
Luke gathered information for his Gospel by conducting a careful investigation, interviewing eyewitnesses like Mary and Jesus's disciples, and reviewing written accounts, such as the Gospel of Mark. 
Acts 13:21-22
21 Then they (Israel, God’s chosen people) asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.’

This is the second place that this is mentioned.  (1 Samuel 13:14)
But I read this account because we are talking about legacy and how will we be remembered.  

The physician Luke after careful study depicts David as a man after the heart of God. 
The question becomes “what was it about David that made him a man after God’s heart?”
· Wasn’t he an adulterer? Even worse, wasn’t he a murderer? 
· Why is the most predominant thought about David is “being a man after God’ heart.” 
This is how David is remembered by the New Testament writer.  This is his legacy.  Even though he had done plenty wrong in his day, his heart remained steadfast before the Lord. 
I think we can begin to understand this as we investigate some of his writings.  David wrote 73 out of the 150 Psalms that are in the bible. He was always expressing his heart to the Lord.  From these Psalms we can easily see how he became known as he did. 
A Person After God’s Heart is in Alignment with God's Will and Loves His Word
David's primary focus was to fulfill God's divine purpose and will for his life. 
	Ps 40:8 	I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”
His will is different than ours and it relates to His law.  Even though we are not under the law but under grace, God’s law makes us aware of what is pleasing to Him and what is despised by Him. 
His law tells us that stealing, murder, sexual immorality, and coveting… is wrong.  
His law tells us that patience, thanksgiving, kindness, goodness are good things. 
Without His law we would not know what is pleasing or displeasing to Him.  We would not know His will for our lives apart from the law. 

David is said to delight in the law of God and that it was not just a bunch of instructions inscribed on a tablet of stone, but it was written on his heart.  

We become a people after God’s heart when we set our hearts to do the will of God for our lives. 
To know and understand God’s will for our lives we must learn to love God’s word.  This is another thing that we see in David’s writings. 

He consistently meditated on and sought to live by God's law, finding great delight in it. 
Psalm 119:10-15
10 With my whole heart I seek you;
    let me not wander from your commandments!
11 I have stored up your word in my heart,
    that I might not sin against you.
(KJV) 11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
12 Blessed are you, O Lord;
    teach me your statutes!
13 With my lips I declare
    all the rules of your mouth.
14 In the way of your testimonies I delight
    as much as in all riches.
15 I will meditate on your precepts
    and fix my eyes on your ways.

When we are saved the Holy Spirit comes to live on the inside of our hearts. His desires become our desires.  He inclines our heart to know the law of God. Therefore, God’s law becomes our delight and not just a list of rules to follow. 

We must meditate on His Holy Word. We must find tremendous value and comfort in His teachings.  We are also challenged and strengthened through delighting in His Word.  David says, “I delight as much as in riches.”

A person after God’s heart is in alignment with God's Will and Loves His Word. 

A Person After God’s Heart Exercises True Repentance

Back to David’s epic failure.  When David sinned, he didn't justify his actions or blame Bathsheba for bathing nor did he blame the prophet Nathan for declaring God’s word, but instead David humbled himself and came to God with a broken and contrite heart, seeking forgiveness. 
The first thing out of his mouth was “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
Furthermore, he pinned what he felt in that moment in the Psalms. 
	
Psalm 51:7-12
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
    let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins,
    and blot out all my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and renew a right spirit within me.
11 Cast me not away from your presence,
    and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
    and uphold me with a willing spirit.

What was he saying? God I am sorry.  I hate what I did.  I need to be made whole.  Only you can do that.  His desire is to be white as snow and to have all his sins erased.  

He can’t stand the fact that he sinned against God.  He realizes that he doesn’t deserve to be in God’s presence but to be banished from His presence would be the most awful thing.

David values being in right standing with God and is longing to get back to that place in which he has a clean heart and a right spirit. So even in this, David’s heart is set to please God and to be in right standing with Him. 

A Person After God’s Heart Has Unwavering Faith and Trust

David demonstrated bold and active faith in God, trusting Him to be in control and deliver him, even in the face of great challenges. 

	Psalm 18:3
1 I love you, O Lord, my strength.
2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
    my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,
    my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,
    and I am saved from my enemies.

David knew he could not win his battles by his own strength and this created a dependency upon God to get him through those trying times.  He says that God is his rock or a sure foundation. 
To be a person whose heart is after God, is to have rock solid trust that God is for you. 

A Person After God’s Heart Desires God's Presence

David longed for a close relationship with God, his greatest desire being to "behold the beauty of the LORD" and dwell in His presence. 

	Psalm 27:4
One thing have I asked of the Lord,
    that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
    all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord
    and to inquire in his temple.
We do not deserve any good thing that the Lord would give us.  But as Christians God has given us access to draw near the throne of Grace and obtain mercy. 
Hebrews 4:16

16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
David desires one thing and one thing only that is “that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.” 
That I might be in God’s presence.  That I would be in close fellowship with God. That I might rest in His presence and gaze at His beauty.  Meaning my focus and affections would be set on seeing and worshipping Him for who He is.  
David’s desire is that he might dwell there not only for a short moment in time but for all eternity. 
Time would not afford us to read every Psalm of David.  But what we have read thus far, we can conclude that these writings were indeed from a man who was after God’s heart. 
Could the same be said about you? 
1. Are you a man or woman after God’s own heart.  
2. Would David’s legacy be your legacy?  Not only were you a man of God or a woman of God, but that your life would be marked by a desire to know Him more. 
3. Is your life in alignment with His will for you which has been revealed through His word?
4. Have you truly repented of your sins? 
5. Do you have unwavering faith and trust in God?
6. Are you a person who desires to be in God’s presence? 
A Person After God’s Heart is in Alignment with God's Will and Loves His Word
A Person After God’s Heart Exercises True Repentance
A Person After God’s Heart Has Unwavering Faith and Trust
A Person After God’s Heart Desires God's Presence



 
